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Yeftsfn pledges support for Amman summit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Hfa Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, on Monday received at the Royal Court the Russian 
deputy foreign minister force the Middle East and Africa affairs. 
The Russian envoy handed Prince Hassan a letter from Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin to His Majesty King Hussein, thanking 
him for the invitation to attend the international economic 
devdopment conference which will be hosted in Amman. Mr. 
Yeltsin said Russia was paying special attention to the issue of 
economic development in the Middle East. He said Russia will 
contribute its share to the Amman conference. “We are highly 
appreciative of cooperation with Jordan for the sake of a 
comprehensive settlement between the Arabs and Israelis ... and I 
take this chance to stress to you that we in Moscow are looking 
forward to developing and expanding the friendly relations 
between our two countries and peoples," Mr. Yeltsin said in his 
letter. 
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Srour returns 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Saad Hayel Srour returned 
home on Monday after head- 
ing die Jordanian delegation 
to the meetings of the Inter- 
national Parliamentary Un- 
ion (IPU) in Madrid March 
26-April 2 and the meetings 
of the Arab Parliamentary 
Union held in Rabat, Moroc- 
co April 3-5. Mr. Srour told 
Petra Jordan's participation 
in the IP A meetings was dis- 
tinguished at more than one 
level since members of the 
Kingdom’s delegation partici- 
pated in the works of several 
committees. 

Israeli team visits 
wildlife reserve 

AMMAN (Petra) — An 
Israeli delegation on Monday 
visited the Zubia wildlife re- 
serve in the Deir A bee Saeed 
area. The delegation, repre- 
senting natural reserves in 
northern Israel, were briefed 
on wildlife reserves in Jordan 
and the work of the Royal 
Society for the Conservation 
of Nature. 

Bridge closures 
announced 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
King Hussein Bridge will be 
closed at 10.30 on Friday, 
April 14, the Public Security 
Department (PSD) said. It 
said the bridge will also be 
dosed before travellers at 12 
noon on Thursday April 20 
and dosed ail day Friday 
April 21, 1995. 


Hammad meets. 
Iraqi governor 

AMMAN (Petra) — Interior 

- Minister Salameh Hammad 
on Monday received the gov- 

'■} emor of the Iraqi province of 
An bar, Awwad Al Bandar. 
Mr. Bandar arrived to Jordan 
earlier Monday on the head 
of an official delegation to 
hold talks with Marraq Gov- 
ernor Qaftan Majali on facili- 
tating crossing procedures on 
the Jordan! an-Iraqi borders, 
i The two sides started their 
meetings later Monday. 

Competition to 

- help disabled 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Prince Flras 
Ben Ra’d on Monday 

- - announced that "a Hashe- 

mite competition for health 
. • : and integration” aimed at 

spreading scientific informa- 
tion on disabilities and the 
disabled will be launched 
soon. At a press conference 
held at the Queen Alia Fund 
for Social Development 
(QAF), Prince Firas, who is 
chairman of the competi- 
. tion’s higher committee, said 
the competition aims to pro- 
. vide the needed financing for 
establishing 25 special educa- 
' \ titm classes for slow learners 
at government schools and 
purchasing equipment 
needed for the disabled. He 
said the costs of the two 
projects were estimated at 
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Jews worldwide 
reach 13 million 


, TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Jewish population worldwide 
, is around 13 million, of whom 
> 10 million live in the United 
States and Israel, an Israeli 
population expert said Mon- 
' day. Sergio Della Pergola, 
head of the Institute of Con- 
temporary Judaism at Jera- 
... salem’s Hebrew University, 
said the main Jewish com- 
- enmities were in the follow- 
ing countries: the United 
States — 5.6 million, Israel 
■ — 4.4 million, France 

V.. 530,000, Russia — 410,000, 
Canada — 350,000 and Bri- 
tain — 300,000. “Taking 
second of ethnic, religious 
- . and cultural criteria, the Jew- 
,'K ish population worldwide 
now totals 13 million,'’ he 
-■ told AFP. He said some 
-■ " ^ 750,000 Jews also lived in 
■ ~ ‘ former Soviet republics out- 
■ side Russia and 52,000 lived 
. in Germany. Since Septem- 
; bei 1989 more than 600,000 
: • . Jews have immigrated to 
Israel from the former Soviet 
Union. 


3-day Amman economic 
summit set for Oct. 29 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The steering 
committee in charge of orga- 
nising an economic summit in 
Amman met here on Monday 
with Arab and international 
participation and formally 
decided that the conference 
would be held for three days 
starting Oct. 29. 

The summit will be a 
follow-up to a similar confer- 
ence held in Casablanca, 
Morocco. late last year and 
many of the projects and 
proposals presented at that 
meeting are expected to be 
finalised during the Amman 
meeting. 

Also expected to be 
announced at the meeting is 
the creation of a Middle East 
development bank despite 
differing approaches to its 
capital structure and funding. 

Delegates from the U.S., 
Russia, the European Union, 
Japan, Israel, Egypt, the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA), Tunisia, and 
Morocco as well as Gulf 
states attended Monday's 
steering committee meeting. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
met with the heads of the 
delegation to the meeting and 
reviewed with them prepara- 
tions for the economic sum- 
mit. 

The meeting was attended 
by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's advisor Yanal Hikmat. 


Minister of Industry and 
Trade Aii Abul Ragheb, 
chairman of the steering com- 
mittee, Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti and 
the Crown Prince’s advisors. 

Dennis Ross, the Clinton 
administration's coordinator 
for the Middle East, headed 
the American delegation to 
the meeting and Israeli De- 
puty Foreign Minister Yossi 
Beilin led his country's 12- 
member team. 

Omayya Touqan, director- 
general of the Amman Finan- 
cial Market, led the Jorda- 
nian delegation. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb opened 
the steering committee meet- 
ing by reaffirming Jordan's 
commitment to achieving 
comprehensive peace in the 
Middle East and to meeting 
the requirements and chal- 
lenges of the era of peace in 
the region. 

Jordan is committed to 
democracy and respect for 
human rights, some of the 
prerequisites that encourage 
foreign investments in any 
country, he said. 

The Kingdom is working 
on improving its investment 
climate and towards a free 
market economy where free 
movement of funds and 
goods would be assured, he 
said. 

The people of the region 
who have been suffering for 
nearly five decades as a result 
of the A'rab-Israeli conflict 


deserve a better life, said Mr. 
Abul Ragheb. 

The minister said Jordan 
was working on all levels to 
ensure the success of the 
summit. 

Mr. Ross, the U.S. dele- 
gate, told a press conference 
after attending the meeting 
that Oct. 29 was set as the 
opening date for the three- 
day summit, which will dis- 
cuss short and long-term eco- 
nomic projects in the region. 

Political leaderships will be 
represented in the final day 
of the gathering, he said. 

“I feel very good about the 
outcome of the meeting not 
only because of the spirit in 
which it was conducted but 
also because we were quite 
focused" in discussing 
mechanisms for the develop- 
ment of the projects which 
will be addressed by the sum- 
mit, Mr. Ross said. 

He said participants agreed 
that the summit should have 
clear-cut themes, adding that 
delegates also agreed on 
mechanisms to enhance pro- 
ject identifications by using 
progress in this regard made 
by the multilateral talks of 
the peace process. 

Mr. Ross said the U.S. 
understands the importance 
of realising economic di- 
vidend of the peace process, 
adding that there is a “politic- 
al dimension (to the peace 
process) which is inescapable 
and necessary and an econo- 


mic dimension which is also 
inescapable and necessary.” 

“Those who made peace 
need to see that there are 
benefits for having done so,” 
said Mr. Ross, who added 
that the projects being discus- 
sed within the framework of 
the Amman summit are both 
long-term and short-term 
projects. 

Israel’s Beilin said further 
preparatory meetings will be 
held in New York and an 
unspecified European coun- 
tiy. 

Mr. Beilin said a regional 
bank for the economic de- 
velopment of the Mideast 
and North Africa is expected 
to be announced at foe con- 
ference. 

In arrival comments, Mr. 
Ross said: “The main objec- 
tive here is to lay out a very 
good work plan in advance of 
the Amman summit,” 

“The summit is an ex- 
tremely important event... it 
is another milestone in terms 
of Middle East peace making 
and in terms of the develop- 
ment of the Middle East.” 

“Peace must be accompa- 
nied by cooperation and eco- 
nomic development as this is 
the way we are going to 
demonstrate to the people 
that peace pays... it is very 
important that people see the 
fruits, the materia] benefits of 
peace,” Mr. Ross said. 


PLO launches broad 
crackdown on militants 


GAZA (Agencies) — 
Palestinian police rounded up 
150 militants on Monday af- 
ter suicide bombings killed 
seven Israelis in Gaza. 

The death toll rose after a 
soldier died from wounds sus- 
tained in one of the attacks. 
All seven were soldiers, in- 
cluding two women. First re- 
ports said seven were killed, 
but the toll was late Sunday 
revised to six. 

Israel barred Palestinians 
from a 10-kilometre stretch 
of Gaza's main north-south 
road between Kfar Darom 
and Netzarim Jewish settle- 
ments, site of Sunday's 
attacks by the militant Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad groups, 
Israeli security sources said. 

It also dosed two east-west 
roads linking the settlements 
with Israel, they said. 

The measure was likely to 
further strain the Palestinian 
self-rule area, already suffer- 
ing from economic hardship 
because of a bar against 
Palestinian workers entering 


Israel. 

Palestinian police detained 
about 150 suspected sym- 
pathisers of the two militant 
groups, Palestinian offidals 
said. 

In Khan Younis in the 
south of the Gaza Strip, 
police exchanged fire with 
Hamas gunmen before 
arresting two of them, 
Palestinian sources said. 
There were no reports of 
injuries. 

A Gaza military court on 
Monday sentenced Islamic 
Jihad's Samir Al Jedi to 15 
years in jail for training chil- 
dren as young as 10 to be 
guerrillas, Palestinian offi- 
cials said. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat set up the 
three-man tribunal in re- 
sponse to calls by Israel and 
the United States for action 
against militants after pre- 
vious attacks. It was the first 
time it had jailed somebody. 

A PLO offidal said that 


Toll rises to 8 

AN AMERICAN woman 
wounded in one of two Gaza 
Strip suicide bombings died 
Monday of her wounds, 
bringing foe death tofl to 
eight, Israeli Radio said. Ear- 
lier on Monday, a soldier 
wounded in foe attack died of 
his wounds. Of eight dead, 
seven were soldiers. 


Islamic Jihad spokesman 
Sheikh Abdullah Al Shami, 
in Palestinian detention since 
a previous bombing in Janu- 
ary, would also be put on trial 
soon. 

The crackdown pushed foe 
Palestinians a step closer to 
civil war. 

“If he (Arafat) will practise 
this behaviour, we have to 
defend ouTselves by all 
means,” warned Mahmoud 
Zahar, a leader of Hamas. 

Despite tension and anger, 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel rules out return to 
pre-1967 lines on Golan 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres has ruled out with- 
drawing to foe frontlines that 
prevailed before the June 
1967 war on the Golan 
Heights, his ministry said 
Monday. 

“Nobody in Israel is ready 
to accept a return to the 
frontiers of June 4, 1967,” 
Mr. Peres told the Israeli 
cabinet on Sunday after dis- 
cussions about banding back 
part of foe territory seized 
nom Syria in the war. 

However, he said it was 
important to reach an agree- 
ment with Syria before start- 
ing negotiations with the 
Palestinians on the “final sta- 
tus” of Palestinian territories, 
due by May 1996 at the latest. 

We must avoid allowing 
Syria to put pressure on 
Israel over the status of Jeru- 
salem,” he said. “Syrian 
pressure on this subject 
would make negotiations 
with the Palestinians even 
more difficult.” 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, reacting to the 
latest peace shuttle by U.S. 
Middle East coordinator De- 
nnis Ross, said Syria was 
making impossible demands 
which Israel could not accept. 


He said nothing positive 
had come out of negotiations 
since U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher toured 
the Middle East at the start of 
March, Israeli newspapers re- 
ported. 

"President Hafez Al Assad 
wants to extract more than 
Egypt obtained to justify the 
fact that he has waited 18 
years to negotiate with 
Israel,” said Mr. Rabin. 

Direct talks between Israel 
and Syria started again three 
weeks ago at ambassadorial 
level in Washington. 

The United States wants 
the negotiations to move on 
quickly to discussions be- 
tween the two countries’ 
military chiefs-of-staff. A 
first meeting between the 
militarv ”’.'Ah:ngion 

on Dec. 22 ended in failure. 

Israel has said the main 
obstacle to advancing the 
negotiations is foe Syrian de- 
mand for each side to pre- 
serve equal security zones on 
each side of any future fron- 
tier. 

Syria said Monday it is in 
no hurry to make peace with 
Israel if that peace Is not 
“just and comprehensive.” 

“If the option is between a 

fragile, partial deal and a just 


and comprehensive peace, 
Syria will choose the just and 
comprehensive peace no mat- 
ter how long it will take,” 
state-run Radio Damascus 
said in a commentary. 

It said Syria will not be 
intimidated by the ‘"weapon 
of time” used by Israel to 
achieve a partial deal. 

Israel’s chief negotiator 
with Syria, Itamar Rabino- 
vich, warned Sunday that 
time was running out and 
blamed Syrian inflexibility 
for the lack of progress in the 
peace talks. 

“Syria Is not in a hurry,” 
the radio said. "It will not be 
involved in anything that will 
not serve its interests, or re- 
spond to its principles in 
accordance with the resolu- 
tions of the international 
community.” 

Tishreen did not specify 
Syria’s demands but said they 
reflected Israel’s rejection of 
the principle of equality and 
foe balance of forces. 

“Israel is putting impossi- 
ble demands for security 
arrangements. It rejects the 
principle of equality and in- 
sists on disturbing the ba- 
lance of forces. They inter- 
fere in the core of Syria’s 
sovereignty,” Tishreen said. 


Illinois 
business 
delegation 
holds 
talks 

in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A de- 
legation of Arab and Jew- 
ish business leaders from 
Illinois met Monday with 
Jordanian trade officials 
and discussed business 
opportunities. 

The 20-member delega- 
tion, headed by Governor 
Jim Edgar, arrived earlier 
in the day from Israel on a 
trip that will include a stop 
in Egypt. 

"We are here to promote 
trade and commerce be- 
tween the state of Illinois 
and Mideast countries 
especially (now) that there 
is a different climate in the 
region now,” Jerry Cohen 
of foe accounting firm De- 
loitte and Touche told the 
Associated Press. 

"We came here to 
learn... what business 
opportunities are avail- 

Mr. Cohen said his group 
met with Trade Minister 
A Li Abdul Ragheb and was 
scheduled to meet with pri- 
vate sector Jordanian 
businessmen later in the 
day. 

The Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, said Mr. Abul 
Ragheb briefed the team 
on the investment climate 
in Jordan. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb and 
Mr Edgar reviewed 
Jordanian-American eco- 
nomic relations. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb told 
Mr. Edger that peace in the 
Middle East will refletf 
positively on the region in 
general, and Jordan in par- 
ticular, because of Jordan’s 
good economic and trade 
relations with Arab coun- 
tries and its strategic loca- 
tion, Petra said. 

The minister briefed the 
visiting offidal on prepara- 
tions for the Amman inter- 
national economic confer- 
ence which will be held in 
October. 

The meetings was 
attended by Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade Secretory 
General Mohamamd Sma-J 
di and the delegation 
accompanying Mr. Edgar. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, foe 
Regent, on Monday meets with beads of 
delegation to a preparatory meeting for an 


economic summit to be held in Amman in 
October (photo by Yousef ‘Allan) 


U.S. and Jordan to discuss 
Kingdom’s security need -Ross 


By Ay man Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and the 
United States will soon dis- 
cuss means through which 
Washington could meet the 
Kingdom's security needs, a 
senior American offidal said 
Monday. 

“We want to try to help 
meet Jordan's legitimate 
security needs,” said Dennis 
Ross, the Ginton administra- 
tion’s coordinator of foe Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

Describing as positive from 
the American standpoint as 
well as from the Kingdom’s 
perspective the outcome of 
His Majesty King Hussein's 
talks in Washington last 
week, Mr. Ross told a press 
conference that the 
Jordanian-U.S. relationship 
was “a very strong one.” 

“It’s relationship that re- 
flects not only a sense of 
partnership but a sense of 
joint commitment to helping 
shape (a Middle East) that is 


at peace and stable,” said 
Mr. Ross, who arrived here 
from Israel on a Middle East 
mission aimed at lifting the 
logjam in Syrian-Israeli peace 
negotiations. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said Sunday 
the King's visit to Washing- 
ton was an excellent oppor- 
tunity to convey Jordan's 
viewpoints on the Middle 
East peace process and the 
Kingdom’s commitment to 
finding a comprehensive 
peace as well as its role in the 
region to the American legisl- 
ature. 

During the King's talks, 
Jordan's security and econo- 
mic needs were discussed and 
American administration 
officials as well as congress- 
men displayed a "serious 
understanding” of the issue, 
Mr. Kabariti told the Jordan 
Times. 

Mr. Ross, in his mission 
to revitalise the Syrian-Israeli 
track of peace talks, visited 
Damascus on Sunday for 


talks with Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad and also met 
with Palestinian leader Yas- 
ser Arafat in Gaza and Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak in Ismailia. 

Mr. Ross, who was re- 
ceived by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan in a 
meeting where he briefed the 
Regent on the outcome of his 
mission, said Washington was 
determined to see progress 
made on the Syrian-Israeli 
front. 

“We want to see progress 
made as quickly as possible,” 
he said, adding that there was 
no question the “Syrians and 
the Israelis are genuine in 
wanting to move ahead." 

“There is no question that 
discussions at this stage are 
very serious... but there are 
real issues being addressed 
and as we deal increasingly 
with the area of security 
arrangements, there is still 
work to be done,” said Mr. 

(Conforaed on page 7) 


Iraq demands 
Turkish pullout 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
The Iraqi parliament Monday 
demanded that Turkey with- 
draw its forces from the north 
“immediately," the Iraqi 
News Agency reported. 

Baghdad’s anger with Tur- 
key for sending 35,000 troops 
into its northern region to 
hunt down Kurdish separat- 
ists has swelled over Ank- 
ara's moves to make a deal 
with Iraqi Kurdish rebels to 
curb its foes. 

The National Assembly 
issued a statement saying 
“the Turkish invasion into 
Iraqi territory is ... a blatant 
violation of good neighbour- 
ing relations, and has created 
grave damages to Iraq's 
security and sovereignty." 

The news agency said the 
assembly “demanded that the 
Turkish government with- 
draw its military forces from 
Iraqi territories immediately” 
and stop dealing with Iraqi 
Kurdish groups. 

The state-run Baghdad 
Observer daily said that Tur- 
key should resume direct 
contacts with Baghdad on the 
crisis in northern Iraq rather 
than deal with Iraq's two 
main Kurdish rebel groups. 

It said that Ankara was 
trying to “patch up differ- 
ences” with the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) and 
the Patriotic Union of Kur- 
distan (PUK) with foe aim of 
creating a security zone to 
prevent attacks by the Tur- 
kish separatist movement, 
the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK). 

Ankara sent envoys to 
northern Iraq last week to 
talk to KDP leader Massoud 
Barzani and PUK chief Jala] 
Talabani to persuade them to 
stop fighting each other be- 
cause PKK fighters in north- 
ern Iraq were exploiting foe 
chaos in the Iraqi Kurds' 
self-rule zone. 

Turkey sent its forces, 
backed by armour and war- 
planes, across the border 
March 20 to crush foe esti- 
mated 2,500 to 3,000 PKK 


guerrillas operating in north- 
ern Iraq. 

The leader of PKK said 
meanwhile his fighters were 
ready for a long guerrilla war 
but also remain open to a 
peace settlement. 

Abdullah Ocalan also said 
he will soon announce the 
formation of a Kurdish 
parliament-in-exile as a move 
towards creating federal can- 
tons for the 20 million Kurds 
in the Middle East. 

Mr. Ocalan, known among 
his 10,000 hard-core rebels in 
Apo, said his men killed 800 
Turkish soldiers for minimal 
losses to the three week-old 
Turkish incursion into north- 
ern Iraq. 

Turkey contends 399 guer- 
rillas have been killed for the 
loss of only 40 soldiers slain. 

Mr. Ocalan spoke in an 
interview with the indepen- 
dent Beirut daily An Nahar 
that was published Monday. 
The newspaper said ques- 
tions were transmitted to Mr. 
Ocalan at his secret head- 
quarters through aides, with 
his answers received two days 
later. 

"By waging this ill-starred 
invasion,” Mr. Ocalan was 
quoted as saying. “Turkey 
has plunged itself into... a 
quagmire from which it is 
very difficult to get out." 

He claimed rebel losses 
were less than 25 killed. 

“We’re taken the steam 
out of the Turkish army’s 
driv’e,” Mr. Ocalan said. 
“Our forces are now fanned 
out in vast mountainous areas 
with enough logistics and 
freedom of movement to 
fight a guerrilla war for 
years." 

However. Mr. Ocalan pre- 
dicted the Ankara govern- 
ment would eventually accept 
a negotiated settlement once 
it realises it cannot crush the 
PKK militarily. 

“With the end of the latest' 
military campaign we could 
be able to discuss ways to find 
a political solution... we have 

(Cantoned on page 7) 


Muasher 
presents 
credentials 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Jor- 
dan's first ambassador to 
Israel presented his creden- 
tials to President Ezer 
Weizman Monday. 

Marwan Muasher, 38, a 
former spokesman for Jor- 
dan’s peace negotiating 
team, said: “We feel that 
the average man in the 
street, and I am talking 
here particularly in Jordan, 
needs to feel the benefits ol 
peace and needs to feel that 
the quality of life has in- 
deed improved. 

“All people (need) to 
start interacting with each 
other and peace has to be 
truly translated from one 
between governments to 
one between peoples." 

Mr. Weizman said: “It is 
a very good feeling because 
we need to remember that 
we are part of the Middle 
East. I am very, very happy 
that the neighbours from 
the other side of the (Jor- 
dan) river are with us here 
today. “I am sure that he is 
not foe last one.” 

Dj. Muasher pledged to 
“do everything possible to 
boost foe process of norma- 
lisingiies between our two 
countries.” 

He also condemned two 
bombings outside Jewish 
settlements in foe Gaza 
Strip on Sunday which left 
seven soldiers dead and 
more than 50 people 
■wounded. 

"Such attacks harm the 
peace process and they 
have to be stopped at all 
costs," he said at the cere- 
mony, which was also 
attended by Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres. 

In Amman, Israel’s 
Ambassador Shimon Sha- 
mir presented his creden- 
tials to Crown Prince Has- 
san (see page 12). 

“Prince Hassan express- 
ed foe hope of seeing over- 
all peace in foe region and 
regret for the death of in- 
nocent victims,” he said. 
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War-scarred Lebanese 

* 

see better times ahead 


BEIRUT (AFP) — In the 
tiny medieval church of Saint 
Gregory in' Amioun, north- 
ern Lebanon, the faithful 
have been coming to worship 
a statue of the Virgin Maty 
that they say has been crying. 

Father Elias Nassar was 
conducting a service when a 
member of his congregation, 
Mountaha Dahar, 60, col- 
lapsed after spotting “tears'* 
of olive oil coming from the sta- 
tue. The priest proclaimed it 
a miracle. 

Pilgrims, the sick and 
lame, have been flocking to 
the church to annoint them- 
selves with the “miracle oil'' 
for the past week. 

Lebanon’s Christians, iso- 
lated in a predominantly 
Muslim part of the world, are 
particularly receptive to such 
miracles, seeing them as signs 
that “believers in Jesus have 
not been abandoned'’, 
according to Farid Azouriye, 
a psychologist. 

They bave bad few other 
comforts to ding to in the last 
few years after the pain and 
suffering of the country's civil 
war, which started 20 years 
ago and left them profoundly 
weakened. 

Many, however, like Nas- 
rallah Sfeir, a Maronite pat- 
riarch, are convinced better 
times lie ahead. 

“We have been here for 
1,500 years, a century before 
Islam. We are not going to 
give up our position now.” he 
said. 

His stubborn optimism is 
echoed by nearly all Christ- 
ians who have remained in 
the country despite the pre- 
dicament they find them- 
selves in today. 

Forced into an alliance 
with Israel in 1982 to try to 
protect their former hege- 
mony in Lebanon, the Christ- 
ian community has seen some 
dark days in the last few 
years. 

Many have left the coun- 
try, they have run out of 
charismatic leaders, and they 
have lost much of their influ- 
ence. after the 15-year war 
which started on April 13, 
1975 and ended in 1990 fol- 
lowing bitter fighting among 
rival Christian groups. 

Faced with a government 
led by a Sunni Muslim, Rafik 
Hariri, and Syria's powerful 
role in their country, they are 
struggling to resist being mar- 
ginalised. Many of their lead- 
ers refuse to join the govern- 
ment. 


As a Christian minority in 
the Mamie Arab World, they 
fought for 15 years to main- 
tain their privileges — pres- 
idency of the republic, a par- 
liamentary majority, and 
command of the army — 
which they regarded as a 
guarantee of their political 
survival. Their enemies 
wanted to turn them into 
second-class citizens, they 
said. 

They asked the Syrians for 
help during the first phase of 
the war (1975-77) but chased 
them out of their strongholds 
in east Beirut and the moun- 
tains north of the city, which 
comprised aboot 20 per cent 
of the country. Then they 
called for a federal state that 
would preserve their power. 

Once, in 1982, after the 
Israeli invasion that crushed 
Palestinian power in Leba- 
non, the Christians tried to 
regain control over the whole 
country. The assassination of 
their leader, Bashir 
Gemayel, after he was 
elected president, put paid to 
that dream. 

Isolated in their enclaves, 
they ended up fighting among 
themselves for power. In 
1990 there was heavy fighting 
between forces led by Michel 
Aoun, the commander of the 
regular army, and the Christ- 
ian militia known as the 
Lebanese Forces (LF). 

The Christians felt cheated 
by the Tarf peace treaty of 
1989, which ultimately ended 
the war by bringing in a new 
power-sharing arrangement. 
Many of their leaders have 
refused to accept the settle- 
ment. 

Samir Geagea. the LF 
leader, twice declined a min- 
isterial post. He is now lan- 
guishing in prison, accused of 
plotting against the state. 

General Aoun is in forced 
exile while other leaders, 
such as Amin Gemayel and 
Raymond Edde. left the 
country voluntarily. 

Despite all their setbacks, 
however, the Christians are 
starting to lift their heads 
again in the nin-up to the 
elections for president in 
November 1995, a post which 
the Muslims have agreed 
should be chosen by the 
Maronites. 

"Hie Christians of Leba- 
non want to share power folly 
in an independent and 
sovereign state,” said' Tdiific 
Hindi, a former ally of Mr. 
Geagea. 


Syria demands land 
to shore of Kinneret 


The Jerusalem Post 


SYRIA is not only unwaver- 
ing in its demand that Golan 
withdrawal extend beyond 
the 1949 armistice line, but it 
wants territory up to the bor- 
der of June 4, 1967. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin told 
the cabinet Sunday. 


According to one source, 
Rabin gave ministers his big- 
gest hint yet that he is con- 
sidering full Golan withdraw- 
al. When asked by a minister 
about terms for dealing with 
Syria , Rabin responded rhe- 
torically: Do you believe it is 
possible to begin talking with 
Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad according to principles 
that are worse than what flate 
Egyptian President Anwar) 
Sadat received?” 


This could not be con- 
firmed by another source. 

But officials in the prime 
minister's office denied that 
by mentioning the lines of 
June 4, 1967, Rabin was con- 
ceding that Israel could with- 
draw to the 1949 tines. 
Rabin's remarks about Syria 
were raised in the context of 
the annual IDF military in- 


telligence report presented to 
the cabinet. 

Between 1949 and 1967, 
Syria extended its control 
beyond the 1949 lines, amid 
disputes between the two 
countries. By withdrawing to 
the June 4, 1967 lines, the 
Syrian-lsraeli border would 
be just metres away from 
Lake Kinneret. 

One of the problems in the 
negotiations is the current 
impasse over the principles 
underlying Golan security 
arrangements. By all indica- 
tions, U.S. special Middle 
East peace coordinator De- 
nnis Ross has so far not suc- 
ceeded in breaking the dead- 
lock. 

Ross held rwo separate 
meetings with Rabin, both 
before and after his talks with 
Assad in the Mediterranean 
city of Latakia. On Sunday, 
Ross held talks with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak in 
Ismail iya. 

Meanwhile, Syria conde- 
mned Israel Sunday for laun- 
ching Ofek-3, saying it is a 
spy satellite which will pass 
over its territory. It also said 
peace talks would suffer as a 
result. 


Algerian group presents 
3-step plan to end crisis 


ALGIERS (AFP) - Alge- 
rian President Liamine 
Zeroual on Monday met 
members of the Movement 
for Democracy in Algeria 
(MDA), officials said, as part 
of his plans to hold elections 
in the war-tom country. 

Meanwhile, the Islamic 
Resistance Movement (MRI- 
Al Nahda) presented Mr. 
Zeroual with a three-step 
plan to end the present crisis, 
based chiefly on an Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) truce. 

The MDA, led by former 
President Ahmad Ben Bella, 
is the fourth signatory of the 
Rome platform to be re- 
ceived by the president — 
after the National Liberation 
Front (FLN), the Socialist 
Forces' From (FSS) and the 
Islamic Renaissance Move- 
ment. 

Hie four have reaffirmed 
their commitment to the so- 
called “national contract” — 
a platform for talks with the 
government drawn up at a 
meeting in Rome in January 
and rejected by the regime. 

A total of eight legal 
opposition parties in January 
signed the “national con- 
tract.” 

In an advertising supple- 
ment in the Arabic daily A1 
Khabar Monday, A1 Nahda 
called for the liberation of all 
political prisoners and for the 
FIS to call a cessation of 
attacks on civilians, fore- 
igners and public buildings 
before any election could be 
held. 

The A1 Nahda project — 


which draws on the national 
contract — envisages build- 
ing a democratic and 
sovereign Algerian state 
based on Islamic principles. 

It calls for respect of the 
constitution, change of gov- 
ernment through universal 
suffrage, human rights, the 
primacy of law, and for the 
rejection of violence as a 
means of gaining or holding 
on to power. 

A! Nahda sets out three 
stages, calling for commit- 
ments from the government 
and from the FIS. 

Firstly, the movement calls 
for the liberation of political 
prisoners and for FIS leaders 
to bring about the normalisa- 
tion of politics and the press 
and for an immediate end to 
all excesses, including torture 
and assassination of civilians. 

Secondly, the plan foresees 
the judicial rehabilitation of 
the FIS as well as calling for 
an end to the state of 
emergency and emergency 
measures, and for a general 
truce by the FIS. 

Lastly, the plan envisages a 
“national meeting” between 
the opposition and the gov- 
ernment. The FIS. which 
would oversee the transition 
period, and would establish 
“free, fair multi-party elec- 
tions, beginning with the 
presidential elections in 1995. 

In Cairo, Algeria's foreign 
minister said the FIS must 
renounce violence before it 
can participate in a national 
dialogue leading up to elec- 
tions. 


Shuaibi lauds ties with 
Jordan, works on accord 


AMMAN (Petra) — Azmi 
Shuaibi, the minister of 
sports and youth in the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA), on Monday 
lauded the Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations, describ- 
ing them as distinguished, 
especially in sports and 
youth-related fields. 

Mr. Shuaibi, who arrived 
here Sunday on a four-day 
visit to Jordan, said his visit 
comes in response to an offi- 
cial invitation from the Minis- 
try of Youth to hold talks 
aiming to enhance coopera- 
tion between the two sides. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
he said that during his stay he 
will sign a cooperation pro- 
tocol in these fields. Such an 
agreement will be the first the 
PNA signs with an Arab 
country and this is natural in 
view of the special Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations, he said. 

He said the Palestinian 
Ministry of Youth will seek to 
enhance its ties with its 
Jordanian counterpart and 
benefit from its experience, 
qualified personnel, technical 
and administrative capabili- 
ties and legislation in the 
Kingdom. 

He said his ministry also 
aims to exchange sports 
teams and youth delegations 
with Jordan. 

Mr. Shuaibi said coopera- 
tion between the two sides 
existedeven before signing the 
protocol since most of the 
training courses organised by 
the Palestinian ministry were 


supervised by Jordanian ex- 
perts and specialists. 

Mr. Shuaibi said Jordanian 
sports teams mil be invited to 
play with Palestinian teams. 

Al Faisali dub of Jordan is 
expected to visit Gaza at an 
invitation by a Palestinian 
club, he said, pointing to the 
success of A! Wihdat team's 
successful visit to the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

The Palestinian official 
said bis ministry also aims to 
enhance cooperation with 
other Arab countries, noting 
that similar protocols will 
soon be signed with Egypt 
and Qatar. 

He told Petra that his 
ministry currently aims to 
restore their sports facilities 
and establish new ones. 

He said the Palestinian 
Olympic Committee will be 
recognised by the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee 
(IOC) during the Atlanta 
Olympic Games next year. 
All Arab countries have' sup- 
ported the Palestinian re- 
quest to join the IOC, he 
said. 

On Monday evening. Mr. 
Shuaibi led the Palestinian 
side in its three-day talks with 
a Jordanian delegation, 
which was headed by Minis- 
ter of Youth A wad Khleifat. 
who is also president of the 
Jordan Olympic Committee. 

Earlier in the day, Mr. 
Shuaibi visited Ai Hussein 
Youth City and was briefed 
on the services it offers to the 
public. 


Egypt undercover agents help crush extremists 


CAIRO (AFP) — More than 
30 undercover agents have 
been planted into armed ex- 
tremist cells here and abroad 
enabling Egypt to strike 
heavy blows against militants 
in the past months and pre- 
vent several attacks. 

“When the terrorist attacks 
began in March 1992 we 
didn’t have any information 
other than that most of their 
authors had just returned 
from Afghanistan,” where 
they bad fought against the 
Soviet occupation. General 
Mahmoud Al Fishawi. the 
Interior Ministry's chief in- 
formation officer, told AFP. 

“When General Hassan Al 
Alfi became interior minister 
in the spring 1993, a plan was 
drawn tig to destroy extrem- 
ist cells' by infiltrating them 
and uncovering their hiding 
places in Egypt and abroad,” 
be said. 

The plan “first began to 
bear fruit a few months later 
when we foiled some 20 
attempted attacks and 
cleansed the capital of most 
of the hideouts," a police 
general who requested 


anonymity told AFP. 

From April 1994 to March 
1995, 198 militants and 116 
policemen were killed, com- 
pared with 57 ihfiitants and 
100 policemen killed over the 
same period in 1993-1994, 
according to an AFP toll 
based on police sources. 

To successfully infiltrate 
the agent has to “pass himself 
off as a fugitive from a group 
wiped out in another area or 
as a sympathiser” of the mili- 
tant umbrella-group Gamaa 
Al Islamiyah, the general 
said. 

“To win the militants’ con- 
fidence he provides them for 
several months with aims or 
information about prospec- 
..tive, targets*” said the .gener- 
al, who oversaw tij£ infiltra- 
tion ^operations. ' 

"In the second stage, he 
recruits a member of the cell 
by promising him immunity if 
he cooperates. Generally the 
target accepts because be 
knows the group has been 
uncovered,” he added. 

Police have dted some suc- 
cesses of the operation, but 
Gen. Fishawi said the agents 


had foiled "dozens of 
attempts by militants which 
were not made public so we 
could break up other rings.” 

It was a turncoat who led 
police to 16 militants con- 
victed of stabbing the winner 
of the Nobel Prize for litera- 
ture, Naguib Mahfouz, .on 
Oct. 14 in Cairo. 

The attackers were 
arrested within hours. Two of 
them were condemned to 
death by military courts and 
hanged. 

Information from another 
collaborator prevented a 
suicide attack against the 
state security headquarters 
on Sept.. 13 during the U.N. 
Conference onr Population 
. and. Development in jCairo, a 
. high-ranking , police officer 
said. 

The infiltrators' latest suc- 
cess came with the arrest last 
week of 21 extremists in the 
slums of Cairo, the source 
said. 

"Usually the arrests take 
place before the group carries 
out an attack and then our 
(agent's) mission is finished. 
To prevent reprisals against 


him we arrest him or issue a 
press release saying be was 
killed by police,” the general 
said. 

“Until now, our losses 
have been minimal but some 
missions were aborted when 
we thought onr agents had 
been unmasked,” he said. 

“Planting an agent is easier 
in Cairo or abroad than in 
southern Egypt, where socie- 
ty is more dose-knit,” be 
added. 4 'There, we prefer to 
recruit militants.” 

Battles between police and 
militants, which have left 728 
people dead since March 
1992, have centred on the 
southern province of Minya 
since Hast- summer; - - ' 

1 tfe "capital ’lias^ot'j^sn 
any major attacks since April 
1994 when police shot dead 
the Gamaa's military leader 
Talaat Yassin Hamm am. 

“Our successes have been 
so great that several Euro- 
pean countries have asked for 
our help in breaking up ter- 
rorist groups on their soil,” 
Gen. Fishawi said, without 
giving further details. 


Philippine officials to attend maid’s trial in UAE 


ABU DHABI (R) -- Philip- 
pine officials, criticised for 
doing little to help maid Flor 
Contemplation who was 
banged in Singapore last 
month, are to attend a trial in 
the Gulf of a young FUipina 
accused of killing her em- 
ployer. 

Sarah Balabagan, charged 
with murder, says her em- 
ployer, a United Arab Emi- 
rates national, raped her. 
Filipino sources said although 
Ms. Balabagan's passport 
shows she is 28 years old, she 
is believed to be 16. 

• Hearings into her case be- 
gan last August but bave 
received little publicity. 

Roy Sene res, Philippine 
ambassador to the UAE, said 
on Sunday that Philippine 
officials and lawyers would 
attend a bearing at a Sharia 
court, which applies Islamic 
law, on Tuesday in ‘Al Ain, a 
satellite city of Abu Dbabi. 

They were trying to pre- 


vent the case from prompting 
the same backlash of public 
outrage when Contemplacion 
was hanged for murder in 
Singapore, the ambassador 
said. 

“This is a spin-off of the 
Flor Contemplacion case. 
There has been so much pub- 
licity in Manila about the 
alleged shortcomings of the 
Philippines embassy in ex- 
tending assistance,” he told 
Reuters. 

Contemplation's execution 
led to outrage in the Philip- 
pines. especially against what 
was seen as lack of official 
Philippine assistance to the 
maid. An inquiry recom- 
mended charges against Fili- 
pino diplomats and labour 
officials for dereliction of 
duty. 

“I guess the reason why the 
focus is on Sarah Balabagan 
is because sbe is accused of 
committing murder against 
her employer and the penalty 


if she is convicted could be 
the death penalty,” Mr. Sc- 
neres said. 

UAE emirates bave in the 
past executed convicted 
murderers and rapists by fir- 
ing squad. 

“We do not want a repeat 
of the Flor Contemplation 
case,” the ambassador said, 
adding he was confident she 
would get a fair trial in the 
UAE. 

Tomas Conception, a con- 
gressman representing over- 
seas contract workers, and 
Ms. Balabagan's parents — 
whose trip is being paid for 
by President Fidel Ramos — 
were also due in Abu Dhabi. 
Three department of justice 
lawyers are doe to arnve on 
Monday, Mr. Sene res said. 

“They will have a look at 
the way the case is being 
litigated... and stay for a few 
days.” he said. 

The Philippine embassy 
was notified last Aug. 2 that 


Ms. Balabagan was in jail for 
allegedly murdering her em- 
ployer m retaliation for the 
rape said to have taken place 
on July 19. It is not known 
how long the trial will last. 

Mr. Seneres said he visited 
Ms. Balabagan on Saturday 
in jail in ‘Al Ain and gave her 
a letter from Mr. Ramos 
assuring her of support 

He snowed Reuters a snap- 
shot of the visit showing Ms. 
Balabagan dressed m a green 
tee-shirt which says “diction- 
ary” on it and a red and white 
striped sldrt 

“She’s in good spirits, good 
health. Sbe looks very inno- 
cent” he said. 

About 25.000 of the 80,000 
Filipinas working in the 
UAE are employed as 
domestic helpers, embassy 
officials said. Last year a 
maid was acquitted on a 
charge of murdering a Benga- 
li cook when he tried to rape 
her. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ethiopia asks Sudan to hand over hijackers 



KHARTOUM (R) — Ethiopia has officially asked Khar- 
toum to hand over five Ethiopians who hijacked a plane to 
Sudan last month, a newspaper reported on Monday. 
Akhbar Al Youm newspaper quoted Justice Minister 
Abdul Aziz Shido as saying Sudan would consider the 
Ethiopian request on the basis of a 1962 bilateral agree- 
ment on exchanging criminals after completing its own 
investigation into the hijacking. Last month five armed 
men hijacked an Ethiopian Boeing 737 with 92 passengers 
and crew members on an internal flight, initially deman- 
ding to go to Sweden. But the pilot landed in Al Obeidin 
northwestern Sudan where the hijackers suirendered to 
police after negotiating with Sudanese authorities. No one 
was hurt. 


Banana buys off lovelorn King Kong 


KUWAIT ( R) — An ape enraged when a domestic servant 
fought off his sexual advances was pacified by being thrown 
a banana to eat. a Kuwaiti newspaper reported on Monday, 
The daily Al Watan said a Filipina maid doing her laundry 
on the roof of her employers’ house was attacked from 
behind and initially thought her assailant was a man. The 
screaming woman fought free of the animal, which had. 
escaped from a nearby house three days before, and locked 
him on the roof. Rescuers called by neighbours could not 
pacify the Ethiopian ape until one of them thought of a 
banana. “As soon as the ape got the banana his desire 
vanished.” said the paper. 


Kuwaiti premier begins Thai visit 


BANGKOK (R) — Kuwaiti’s crown prince and prime 
minister. Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al Sabah, arrived in 
Thailand on Monday for a two-day visit likely to focus on 
trade, a Thai government official said. Sheikh Saad flew 
into Bangkok’s military airport from China and set off for 
government house for a welcoming ceremony and talks 
with Prime Minister Chuan Leekpai. The Kuwaiti ministers 
for trade and industry, oil and planning are travelling with 
the prime minister. An official in Mr. Oman's office said 
earlier on Monday talks were likely to focus more on 
boosting trade than on investment. Thailand had earlier 
asked Kuwait to consider joint investment in a refinery in 
an ambitious southern seaboard development project. 


Iraq doubles exit permittee 


AMMAN (AP) — Iraq has doubled an exit fee its citizens 
have to pay to leave the country in an apparent attempt to 
curb the exodus of Iraqis trying to flee poverty and hunger 


caused by an international embargo. Baghdad residents. 


reached by telephone from Amman, said Sunday that the 
fee was hiked to 200,000 dinars, or S167, up from 100.000 
dinars in February. Officially, the dollar is valued at $3.2 to 
the dinar. But Iraq's economic woes since the Gulf crisis 
have dramatically undermined the value of the national 
currency, which now stands at about 1.200 dinars to the 
U.S. dollar on the black market. The new fees are beyond 
the means of many people in Iraq, where the average 
monthly income is 3,000 dinars, or S2.5. The Baghdad 
residents, speaking on condition of anonymity for fear of 
reprisal, said the new fees were never officially announced. 
But government banks, where the money is paid in 
exchange for a compulsory exit permit, were asking this 
weekend for 200,000 dinars per person, tiring new govern- 
ment instructions. 


Love letters land 80-year-old in court 


TEHRAN j AfP ) ,.zrz .An 80-year-old Iranian man was 
acrested-in Tehran aftes-his landlady complained about the 
tove Ietj£rs he sent to her each day, the Kayhan newspaper 
said. "Every day he knocked at the door of my apartment 
to give me a letter expressing his feelings,” said the 
60-year-old woman in her complaint. The unnamed man 
appeared before a judge who ruled he should be temporari- 
ly released pending an investigation, the newspaper said. 


Lebanon cleric bans breaking traffic rules 


BEIRUT (R) — The spiritual leader of Lebanon's Muslim 
fundamentalists issued a religious edict banning motorists 
from breaking traffic regulations, Beirut newspapers said 
on Monday. “AH people are forbidden from breaking 
traffic regulations which must be adhered to except in very 
hard cases,” Sheikh Mohammad Hussein Fadlallah said. 
“It is not permissible that any person use public utilities, 
including streets, in a way that endangers peoples' lives," 
Sheikh Fadlallah was quoted by the papers as saying in the 
edict. Police figures snow an average of one person was 
killed and nine were wounded daily in traffic accidents in 
Lebanon in January and February. 


Somali warlord condemns kidnapping 


MOGADISHU (AFT) — Leading Somali faction leader 
General Mohammad Farah Aideed on Monday strongly 
condemned Sunday's kidnapping of an Ethiopian diplomat 
by gunmen in south Mogadishu and pledged the perpetra- 
tors would be punished. Addressing newsmen here. Gener- 
al Aideed characterised the abduction on Sunday of the 
Ethiopian charge d’affaires in Mogadishu, Yamani Abdi, 
as “a terrorist act carried out by gangs who violated rights 
and the dignity” of the diplomat. “Those bandits, whom we 
are still chasing have spoiled the reputation of the Somali 
people because they don’t know what diplomatic immunity 
is. This sort of action will not be tolerated and its 
perpetrators will be punished,” shouted Gen. Aideed. who 
is chairman of the main Somali National Alliance (SNA) 
faction that controls most of the Somali capital's southern 
sector. Gen. Aideed said he had appointed top militia 
commander, Mohammad Siganeh to take necessary action, 
using all means in his power “for the safe, unconditional 
and immediate release of Yemani Abdi.” 
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Terrasaocta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Aanandfltlea Tel. 
623541. 

AngUcan Church Tel. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Cathode Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

CermaiNspeaklm Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 684195 
The Church of Jens Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of Nazareae Td.67569!. 
The Evangelical Local Church In 
Amman 
Tel. 81 1295. 


Deserts 6/ IK 

Jordan Valley 11 / 22 


Yesterday's high temperatures; 
Amman 19. Aqaba 28. Humidity 
readings: Amman 48 per com. 
Aqaba 31 per cent. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweffleh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Td. 
632785. 

SL .Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Td. 
637440. 

De b Salk Church Tel. 661757 


Temperatures arc expected to 
drop further with a chance of show- 
ers in the northern and central 
parts of the Kingdom. Skies will be 
partly doudy and winds westerly 
active, in Aqba. moderate weather 
conditions will prevail with skies 
partly doudy, winds northwesterly 
moderate, and seas calm. 


Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 6/14 

Aqaba 14 / 25 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Nidal Al Dahlch 827195 

Dr, Bassam Karadshch 759201) 

Dr. Salman Al Dnboubi ....778959 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 849362 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asenra pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Saiam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmccuni pharmacy 637660 

Nairouih pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBHh 

Dr. Akrem Momani 248795 

Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA; 

Dr. Hussein Bashaira (— ) 


Khalifeh pharmacy '9854 17 

EMERGENCIES 

Food control Centre 6371 1 1 

Gvil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

R«»c 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Folke 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 8M390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calb 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Rep“« 623101 

AbdaH Telephone Repairs 66)101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

BCCHC Ptwcr 8156,5 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

ShmeisaRi Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-M lusher Hospital 667227 19 

The Islamic. A Mali ...... 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli. Abdafi 664164/6 

Italian. At-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
AI-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army, Murka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 686100 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

(bn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AJHifcma Modem Hospital (09)990990 
DUMP: 

Princes Basma Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Caihofic Hospital (,02)272275 
lb® Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AU A 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian ( RJ ) information 
department at tbc Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

•5:00 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Aaaba(RJ) 

*** Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

IfcSS Muscat. Dubai ( RJ) 

**:IS Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

*4:15 Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 

*4*J8 Jeddah (add)(RJ) 

1*35 London (RJ) 

•Tsd® Frankfurt t RJ 

17:50 Cairo (RJ 

J83* ... Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ. 
S:15 Frankfurt (add) (RJ) 


03*0 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

04:00 Brussels ( add j < RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

fr* 2 ® Vienna (OS) 

**28 Rome l AZ) 

2* : °0 Sanaa f DY) 

ft'JQ Beirut (ME) 

S 1 ? Amsterdam (KL) 

Bucharest (RO) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

09:15 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

8*30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

11:00 Aqaba. Frankfurt (add) (RJ) 

rt-'OO Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

*Zj 35 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

J*® Paris (Rjj 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

*3:48 London (RJ) 

**43 Cairo (RJ) 

**45 Vienna. Brussels (RJ) 

21:08 Larnaca(RJ) 

2*38 Jeddah (RJ) 

2225 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

81:80 

Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

88J8 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

Vienna (OS) 

**•2® Damascus ( AZ) 

Aden (DY) 


®te25 Amsterdam (KL) 

0Ii55 Bucharest (RO) 

H1JAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 every Monday 
Ait. Damascus 

5:00 p.m. every Monday 

Dep. Damascus 

7:3 0 a.m. every Sunday 
Ait. Amman 

5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

market prices 

t 

Upper, 'lower price in fib per kg- 

Apple 700/500 

Banana 680 

Banana (Makammar) 631 

Cabbage 120/60 

Carrot ISQflOO 

Cauliflower 220/ 1® 

Cucumbers (large) 100/50 

Cucumbers (small) 210 / 120 

Eggplant : 220/ IW 

Garik 350Q50 

Green beans 250/13° 

Lemon 550/400 

Marrow (large) 80/60 

Marrow (small) 220/12° 

Mulukhia 500/400 

Onion (dry) 200/ *50 

Orange 56tW00. 

Peas 550/400 

Pepper (hot) 480 / 280 

Pepper (sweet) 320/18° 

Potato 30tf3°0 

String Beans 1 350 / 200 

Tomato 28 fflS° 
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Political coalition supports Libya’s 
intention to break U.N. air embargo 




By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A coalition of 
11 Jordanian political groups 
on Monday supported 
Libya’s avowed move to 
break the air embargo im- 
posed against it by the U.N. 
by flying Libyan pilgrims for 
this year’s Haj direct from 
Libya. 

A statement issued by the 
coalition also supported 
Libya’s call for a compromise 
in its dispute with the West 
over the 1989 bombing and 
demanded an immediate end 
to the international sanctions 
imposed against Iraq, 

The sanctions against 
Libya were imposed after 
Tripoli refused to hand over 
two Libyans who, the U.S. 
and Britain say, are impli- 
cated in the Dec. 22. 1989 
bombing of an American air- 
liner over the Scottish town 
of Lockerbie. 

Libya has offered to sur- 
render the two Libyans for 
trial in the International 
Court of Justice in the 
Hague, but Washington and 
London rejected the offer. 

The sanctions include an 
air embargo, which has 
grounded all Libyan aircraft 
and prevented flights in and 
out of the country. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi said last week that 


his country intended to break 
the air embargo by flying 
■Libyan pilgrims to this year’s 
Haj in Saudi Arabia direct by 
Libyan territory and 
appealed to neighbouring 
Arab countries for help. 

The statement issued by 
the Jordanian coalition of the 
mainstream Islamic move- 
ment and leftist and pan- 
Arab political parties assailed 
the U.S. policy towards 
Libya and Iraq. 

“The insistence of the U.S. 
and some of its Western allies 
that Libya surrender die two 
Libyans against Libyan pride 
and on maintaining the sanc- 
tions against Iraq and Libya 
is part of the American policy 
of blackmail and terror 
against any country that goes 
beyond American control 
under the umbrella of the 
new world order, which is an 
.order of imposing policy,” 
said the Arabic-language 
statement. 

“We. as national parties, 
condemn the imposition of 
sanctions on Libya and de- 
mand that the sanctions be 
lifted immediately,” it said. 
”We also call for listening to 
the suggestions that will lead 
to a just solution to the Lock- 
erbie case.” it added. 

“We also declare our full 
support for the Libyan deci- 
sion to unilaterally lift the 
embargo by flying Libyan pil- 


grims,” said the statement, 
urging “all neighbouring 
countries (to Libya) to facili- 
tate the movement of the 
pilgrims.” 

The coalition said it 
“appreciated the democratic 
voices from the West which 
are calling for conducting a 
new investigation” into the 
Lockerbie case. That 
appeared to be an indirect 
reference in reports that sec- 
ret intelligence data indicate 
that Iran was behind the 
Lockerbie bombing. 

The statement came two 
weeks after the United States 
said it was raising to S4 mil- 
lion a reward offered to any- 
one whose help leads to the 
capture of the two Libyans 
and that the U.S. was seeking 
a total ban on Libyan oil 
exports until Tripoli surren- 
dered the two. 

On Iraq, the Jordanian 
coalition statement said: “We 
condemn the continued sanc- 
tions on Iraq for more than 
four years after the Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait and 
despite (Iraq's) compliance 
with all United Nations re- 
solutions. 

“We call on all Arab and 
Muslim countires to take a 
strong stand, and reject the 
policy of sanctions while our 
resources are being used to 
make money for capitalists.” 


Arab, Mediterranean meeting on AIDS open; 
Health ministry calls for AIDS awareness campaign 


AMMAN (Petra) — Secret- 
ary General of the Ministry 
of Health Hani Oweis Mon- 
day said there was a need to 
educate secondary school stu- 
dents on the AIDS (the ac- 
quired immune deficiency 
syndrome) virus through ac- 
tive public awareness 
strategies developed by offi- 
cial and voluntary sectors. 

In an address ar the open- 
ing here of a four-day meet- 
ing of directors of national 
anti-AIDS programmes in 
Arab and Mediterranean 
countries. Dr. Oweis also cal- 
led for stepping up the rote of 
youth societies and lead- 
erships in such awareness 
campaigns. 

He told the gathering, 
organised by the Ministry of 
Health in cooperation with 
the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO), that Jordan was 
giving due concern to the 
problem of AIDS and that in 
the mid-1980s it launched the 
national programme for com- 


batting AIDS and set up- 
national task forces which 
represent all the concerned 
institutions and sectors. 

The programme, he said, 
entailed holding various pub- 
lic awareness and educational 
activities, such as seminars 
and training courses. 

The number of AIDS cases 
in the Kingdom stood at 116 
last December, according to 
the Ministry of Health. 

Of this number, 34 were 
non-Jordanian, the ministry 
reported. 

WHO Regional Director 
for the Eastern Mediterra- 
nean Region Hussein Jaza’iri 
also addressed the meeting 
and outlined the progress 
achieved in implementing 
national anti-AIDS cam- 
paigns in Arab and 
Mediterranean countries. 

Dr. Jaza’iri said the meet- 
ing aimed to exchange views 
and experiences as well as to 
discuss the latest develop- 


ments in fighting The 
epidemic. 

This meeting, he added, 
also intends to pinpoint 
strengths and weaknesses in 
these national programmes in 
order to improve their out- 
come, “especially that AIDS 
was quickly spreading in all 
countries of the world and 
started to find a foothold in 
the region.” 

The main topic that the 
meeting will discuss is the 
challenge of planning and im- ~ • 
plementing national anti- 
AIDS drives, he said, noting 
that AIDS is not only a 
medical problem , but has 
also other social, economic 
and legal implications. 

“Therefore, the health sec- 
tor cannot find a solution to 
the problem of AIDS on its 
own. It has become a basic 
requirement that other sec- 
tors should also participate in 
actively finding a solution to 
the problem.” he said. 



Hani Oweiss 
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Restaurant owners, municipality reach compromise 
but proprietors still find exterior space fees steep 

By Lola Keilani that it is against the code of otherwise. man beautiful.” said Mr. “Now rain water comes 

_ building regulations to use “I had a permit before I Najdawi. into the store whenever the 
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By Rana Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police are inves- 
tigating a fire that occurred 
early Monday morning killing 
two children in Jabal Al Nas- 
ser, Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) reports said. 

Informed sources told the 
Jordan Times Monday that 
the father of the two children 
is suspected of setting the 
blaze and is “currently in 
policy custody." Police would 
not confirm or deny this 
statement. 

“The father, who was mar- 
ried twice and had recently 
divorced one of his wives 
could turn out to be the 
prime suspect in the case.’* 
the source, speaking on con-:: 
dition of . anonymity, said. 

The children, Mariam M. 
(9), and Kayed M. (7), were 
found locked in their room 
with second degree bums, 
the reports said. The cause of 
d ea t h was reported as carbon 
monoxide poisoning. 


A next door neighbour told 
the Jordan Times Monday 
that at about 6:16 a.m. he 
heard the children's father, 
Mahmoud Fans, yelling that 
his house was on fire. Ire said 
people from the neighbour- 
hood rushed to Mr. Fans’ 
house and tried to put out the 
blaze. 

“We went to his house and 
heard the children screaming. 
After several attempts we 
broke down the door, but 
unfortunately it was too late 
— the children were dead,” 
one of the neighbours told 
the Jordan Times. 

He added that a kerosene 
stove was believed to be the 
cause of, the fire. But CDD 
officials 'declined comment 
"on The Cause ofthe' fife and' 
said they were investigating 
the incident. 

The next door neighbour 
said that Mr. Fans was men- 
tally ill, and had divorced his 
wife one day before the inci- 
dent. 

“He used to treat his wife 


badly and he used to physi- 
cally abuse her but he never 
harmed his children,” the 
neighbour added. He said 
that while the neighbours 
were putting out the fire, Mr. 
Faris was sitting outside his 
house and made no attempt 
himself to extinguish the 
blaze. 

In Mafraq, a 34-year-old 
man was killed Sunday when 
a tank he was soldering ex- 
- ploded in his face. CDD re- 
ports said. 

According to the report, 
the victim, Sami M.A., was 
working in a solder shop in 
Al Hamfa town when the 
incident occurred. 

L CDD reports, said; rhaLthe 
tank contained an. explosive 
; material,.' ' \ . __ 

“Because of the heat and 
pressure, the material ex- 
panded. The tank was tightly 
secured, and there was no 
outlet for the gases and it 
caused the explosion,” a 
CDD official said. 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A dispute be- 
tween the Muncipality of 
Greater Amman and res- 
taurant owners appears to 
have cooled down as the 
result of a compromise be- 
tween the municipality and 
the Restaurant Owners Un- 
ion. But restaurant owners 
still believe that the in- 
crease from JD 5 to JD 40 
per square metre in up mar- 
ket areas such as Shmeisa- 
ni, Wasfi Tel Street, and 
Umm Uthainah. for the us- 
age of space around their 
shops is unjustified. 

The municipality decided 
recently to increase the fees 
for the usage of space 
around shops up to JD 75 
per square metre depending 
on the area. After negotia- 
tions: tlr :thc: Restaurant 

Owners Union munici- 
pality -agreed: to reduced he 
fees from JD 60 to JD 30 for 
areas like Abdali and 
Zahran. and JD 75 to JD 40 
for other areas like 
Shmeisani and Wasfi Tel 
Street. 

The municipality argues 


that it is against the code of 
building regulations to use 
the space around the shops. 

Implementing the law 
means all those shop exten- 
sions would be knocked 
down, but instead of knock- 
ing them down, shop own- 
ers would pay the extra 
fees. 

“We are doing shop own- 
ers a favour.” municipality 
official Mohammad Najda- 
wi told the Jordan Times. 
“If we implement the law. 
all extensions and canopies 
would have been removed, 
and if the extensions were 
not financially rewarding, 
shop owners would not 
have paid the fees." he 
said. 

Mr. Najdawi insisted that 
while the municipality did 
not object to the building of 
extensions, it did not pro- 
vide licences for shop own- 
ers' to use the, extra spSSe. 

But •" restaurant ’owners 
argued that they did, not 
build the extensions until 
they had a licence from the 
municipality. 

Coffee shop owner. Wael 
Farouqi. challenged Mr. 
Najdawi insisting th3t he 
had documents that say 


otherwise. 

“I had a permit before I 
started building the exten- 
sions in the back area of my 
coffee shop." He said. 
“The 122-square-metre ex- 
tension cost me JD 120.000. 
If 1 did not build on the 
back side, that area would 
have turned into a dump." 

Restaurant owner Wadah 
Daoudi also says that in 
1991. he obtained a licence 
to open his restaurant and 
build the extensions he 
needed on the space around 
the shop. 

He invested JD 60.000 on 
building extensions. 

“With the new decision. I 
-have to pay JD 4.040 to the 
municipality to renew the 
licence for 1994." says Mr. 
Daoudi. He added that he 
will have to increase his 
prices, “by 10 to 15 per cent 
to make up for. the extra 
/; expenses.” !n:’«djdjtigo! h"» 
employees will- not get an 
annual wage increase. . 

Shops using pedestrian 
pavements will continue to 
pay the original fees of JD 5 
per square metre. The pur- 
pose of the low fee is to 
encourage restaurant pave- 
ments. and “to make Am- 


man beautiful.” said Mr. 
Najdawi. 

“We want pedestrians to 
walk through the cafe's just 
like in any European coun- 
try." he said. 

However, if pedestrians 
could not walk between the 
tables apd chairs and only 
walk on the street." it is the 
responsibility of the munici- 
pality district director, who 
has to dear the matter with 
the owner of the res- 
taurant.” 

Amman is divided into 20 
districts, each run by an 
appointed director. 

The munidpality so far. 
has not found a solution to 
the problem raised by shop 
owners on the use of cano- 
pies. 

When the derision was 
first taken, shop owners 
would have had to pay the 
same amount, of money per 
.'square metre for the in- 
stafatton of c&nbpi&s that' a 
restaurant ' would pay for 
the use of an extension for 
commercial purposes. 

A shop owner com- 
plained that he had to re- 
move the canopy which 
protected his place from 
sun and rain. 


“Now rain water comes 
into the store whenever the 
door is opened.” said store 
owner Nadie Abu Ragad. 

Mr. Najdawi said. “We 
are looking into this matter. 
We will have to deal with 
each case separately, bur 
the derision will take some 
time because it has to be 
coordinated with another 
depanmen t — the Approp- 
riations Committee (which 
is part of the municipal- 
ity)." 

Restaurant owners also 
complained of what they 
see as a double standard 
practised by the municipal- 
ity. They said that if space is 
rented from the municipal- 
ity no extra fees are re- 
quired. 

Mr. Najdawi explained 
that the extra fees were 
included in the rent when 
tenants legsed .municipality 
.. property, rThese shops- pay 
key money rent. Part 
of this money is for the use 
of the space.” 

But this argument, res- 
taurant owners claim, is 
weak since municipality 
properties were rented 
years before this fee prob- 
lem arose. 
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Minister to open hazardous waste 
symposium 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment Nader Thuheirat will open a 
symposium on Apr. 17 entitled “Hazardous waste in 
Jordan.” Participants in the symposium, which is organised 
by the Jordanian Engineers Association's Environmental 
Committee, will discuss working papers dealing with the 
proper engineering criteria for designing and managing 
garbage dumps. The papers will cover such issues as the 
impact of hazardous waste on groand water sources, 
criteria for selection of hazardous waste dumps, treating 
hazardous waste, integrated environmental consultation 
and the local environmental legislation on hazardous 
waste. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

77ie following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 

and the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 

the listed time and place with the concerned institutions . 

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE 

☆ Performance of eastern and Spanish music by Bashir 
Hijazi at Darat Al Fan on at 7:00 p.m. 

NEWS 

^ ABC News Hi g hli g hts and McNeil- Lehrer News Hour at 
the American Center at 5:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition of oil paintings by Hadia Mu’ashsher at Alia 
Art Gallery. 

A- Exhibition of art by Ahmad Na’wash at Ab’ad Art 
Gallery. 

* A collection of photos of Middle East doors by Julia 
Reinholt at the Gallery, off the main lobby, Inter.Con- 
tinental Hotel. 

■h Exhibition of art by Moroccan artist Farid Be lkh a h i a at 
Darat Al Fnnun of the Abdul Hameed Sboman Founda- 
tion. 

it Exhibition of Palestinian embroidery at Goetbe-Institut. 

Exhibition of art by Yassim Atiyeh and Yassin Al 
Mnhammadawi at Baladna Art Gallery. 

•ft Ceramics exhibition by artist Samer Al KhafTsyi at Umm 
Utheina Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of art by William Golding at the British 
Council. 

☆ Exhibiton of copper sculptures by Iraqi artist Moham- 
mad Hussein Judi at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and 
Art. 

☆ Exhibition of graphic works by Rafiq Lahham at Darat 
Al Fnnun. Also displaying works by contemporary Arab 
artists. 

ir Exhibition of art by Leo Rialp at Institute Cervantes (the 
Spanish Cultural Centre). 

☆ Exhibition of prize-winning paintings by Czech students 
at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition of oil paintings by Hamoud Chantout at the 
Balqa* Art Gallery, Fubeis. 


RSS celebrates 25th anniversary 

‘Technological achievements witnessed throughout Kingdom’ 


By Jennifer Hamarneh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS), which like many 
national institutions has 
garnered praise and en- 
dured harsh criticism, this 
month celebrates 25 years 
of scientific study, design, 
manufacturing and testing 
that have in one way or 
i another affected the lives 
of nearly everyone in the 
I Kingdom. 

Probably the major 
allegations flung at the RSS 
were that it was staffed 
with scientists sitting in 
their “ivory towers" tinker- 
ing with expensive, high- 
tech equipment and ignor- 
ing requirements of the 
country. 

As part of its celebra- 
tions of its silver 
anniversary, the RSS flung 
its doors wide open to the 
press and the industrial sec- 
tor for a serious tour of the 
RSS at work. 

Although the tour was 
arranged, guests were free 
to roam around and ask 
questions of any of the 
staff, not just the directors 
who were accompanying 
the tour group. 

Heads of laboratories 
Yahia Abu Khaiid and' 
Samer Kharouf. for exam- 
ple. took time out in the 
Radiation Protection 
Laboratory to give an im- 
promptu explanation of 
their work and how if 
affects the lives of people 
working with radioactive 
materials as well as the 
average citizen. 

For instance, said 
Messrs. Abu Khaiid and 
Kharouf, testing of im- 
ported foods for radionuc- 
leides covered 100 per cent 
of food samples coming 
into the country following 
the Chernobyl nuclear 
reactor accident in the for- 
mer Soviet Union in 1989. 
With the gradual dissipa- 


tion of such food products 
and their inherent dangers, 
in 1993 the RSS concluded 
that testing for radionuc- 
leides on 30 per cent of 
imported foods would be a 
safe and adequate level.- 
said the two young scien- 
tists. 

The brainchild of His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the RSS 
owes its success, say its 
senior officials, to the con- 
tinuity of its staff and prog- 
ressive nature of its man- 
date. 

Unlike other institutions 
which have frequent and 
high turnover rates, the 
RSS senior staff have 10 to 
more than 20 years of ser- 
vice under their belts. 
What keeps them moti- 
vated is the recognition, 
albeit slow in some sectors, 
and eventual application of 
their work for the develop- 
ment of the country. 

For example, one of its 
more widely-known areas 
of research and develop- 
ment (R&D) has been car- 
ried out by its Renewable 
Energy Research Centre. 
The centre's director. 
Malek Kabariti. explained 
that although the centre 
itself was established in 
1983. activities in this area 
of energy began at the 
RSS's Mechanical En- 
gineering Department in 
the early 70s. 

A 1982 study, said Mr. 
Kabariti. proved the use of 
renewable energy to be 
promising in three areas: 1 ) 
heating of water for domes- 
tic and industrial applica- 
tions. 2) water pumping in 
remote areas using solar 
cells or wind energy, and 3) 
electrification of villages 
and population settlements 
which are not connected to 
the national grid. 

According to Mr. Kabar- 
iti. a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Texas and West 
Virginia University in the 
U.S.. the consequent 
established of the Renew- 


able Energy Research Cen- 
tre brought about the de- 
sign. testing and improve- 
ment of solar water hea- 
ters. the installation of 
more than 1 .000 such hea- 
ters throughout the coun- 
try. and the eventual de- 
velopment of standards and 
specifications which were 
and continue to be transfer- 
red ro local companies for 
their application. 

In addressing the press 
and representatives of the 
industrial sector this week. 
RSS President Hani Mulqi 
highlighted several RSS 
achievements, among 
which were significant 
strides resulting from the 
work of the RSS’s Renew- 
able Energy Research Cen- 
tre. which he himself estab- 
lished in his earlier tenure 
at the society and which has 
been financed primarily by 
grants totalling approx- 
imately DM 10 million 
l nearly JD 4 million) from 
the government of Ger- 
many. 

Those strides, according 
to Dr. Mulqi. were that 35 
per cent of homes in Jordan 
currently utilise solar water 
heatres. that the first solar 
water heater patent in the 
country was issued by RSS 
to a local company, and 
most recently a call for bids 
put out by the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation for 
water pumping systems 
stipulated that an alterna- 
tive consideration would be 
solar energy systems. 

Water, the most precious 
of natural resources, and 
that much more precious in 
an arid country, now 
reaches people in the re- 
mote areas of the King- 
dom. throughout use of so- 
lar energy, wind energy, or 
both pumping systems. 
Since 1983. said Mr. 
Kabariti. the Renewable 
Energy Research Centre 
has pumped 1.3 million 
cubic metres (mcm) of wa- 
ter using renewable energy. 



Top tawjihi students from around the Scientific Society’s Industrial Chemistry 
Kingdom tour a laboratory at the Royal Centre last Saturday. 


According to Mr. Kabar- 
iti. the use of photo volatic 
cells in energy creation has 
been applied in the func- 
tioning of road lights in 
remote areas, because for 
the Civil Aviation Author- 
ity at two units in the south- 
ern pari of the country, 
lighting systems for 
schools, police stations and 
health clinics and television 
reception for schools in re- 
mote areas for the morning 
transmissions of education- 
al programmes. 

Mr. Kabariti. a strong 
proponent of energy con- 
servation and the enforce- 
ment of related regula- 
tions. explained that" the 
end product of all the work 
of the RSS is to transfer the 


acquired technology to the 
public and private’ sectors 
for cost-beneficial applica- 
tion. improvement of liv- 
ing standards and progress 
in development. 

Another major area of 
work where this mandate 
has applied has been con- 
ducted by the Building 


Materials Research Centre. 

Centre Director Seif 
Eddin Muaz said the aim 
here has always been to- 
wards finding functional 
and efficient low-cosi hous- 
ing and other construction 
materials suitable to the 
needs of an ever-expanding 
population. 

In remote areas again, 
the Building Materials Re- 
search Centre has con- 
structed more than 41K.1 
classrooms. It has built 
housing complexes utilising 
its own System 5 prefabri- 
cated assembling of bricks. 

According to Dr. Muaz. 
a graduate of Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in the 
U.S.. the beauty of System 
5 is that two people can 
construct a home that is not 
only low-cost and efficient 
but" is energy-saving and 
earthquake-resistant. The 
System 5 method is cur- 
rently being used by local 
manufacturers to build 
schools under the supervi- 
sion of the RSS. 

Dr. Muaz said the centre 


has also developed building 
codes and applications. 

RSS Vice President Said 
Alioush. who has been with 
the organisation since 1976. 
said the society currently 
employes ahoui NX) tech- 
nical and administrative 
staff on its premises in 
Jubeiha as well as in held 
stations around the coun- 
try. The society's 6.4 mil- 
lion budget, said Dr. 
Alioush. is generated from 
its own work, not govern- 
ment subsidies. 

According to President 
Mulqi. the RSS has proved 
that, with continuity, 
perseverance and strong 
team effort, Jordanian prtv 
fessionals can provide use- 
ful consultation services to 
the private and public sec- 
tors. The positive recogni- 
tion of the work of RSS' by 
both sectors is now a fait 
accompli, said Dr. Mulqi. 
In the next few years, the 
aim will be towards acquir- 
ing international standards 
certification — a goal with- 
in reach, adds Dr. Mulqi. 
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Chechen residents recount 
horrors of Russian assault 

Russians bomb mountain villages 


SAMASHKI, Russia (AFP) 
— Residents of this small 
Chechen village captured by 
Russian troops recounted- 
with horror Monday how the 
Russians burnt their homes, 
killed civilians and commit- 
ted other atrocities in their 
assault. 

“They shouted from in 
front of the house if anyone 
was inside and if we were 
Chechens,” said Malika 
Mayerbolova, 42, who was 
among 11 residents being 
evacuated Monday by the 
Russian Ministry of 
Emergencies. “I told them 
yes, that there was a woman 
and two elderly people in- 
side. They then threw a gre- 
nade and both my parents 
were killed.” 

She said all the men in the 
village -- which now has 

1.000 residents compared to 

13.000 before the war — 
were arrested or executed by 
the Russians who captured 
the village Saturday. 

Sitting next to her in the 
mick transporting the injured 
out of the region. Ayshat 
Israilova. her arms covered 
with burns, recounted how 
Russian soldiers doused her 
home with petrol and set it on 
fire despite the fart that there 
were people inside. She said 
all the men trying to flee the 
inferno were arrested. 


The two women said that 
the soldiers, who since Janu- 
ary had met with fierce resist- ' 
ance in Samashki. showed 
proof of “unlimited cruelty" 
in capturing the village Satur- 
day. 

Israilova said one elderly 
woman was severely burned, 
after being assured by Rus- 
sian soldier that she could 
reenter her home. But as 
soon as she did so, the house, 
already doused with petrol, 
was set aflame and the 
woman barely managed to 
escape. 


who would only give his first 
name. Timur, said he fled the 
town Saturday when Russian 
tanks broke through rebel 
defence lines. 

He said the intensity of the 
assault was probably due to 
the fact that the Russians 
suffered heavy losses during a 
previous attempt to capture 
the town. 


Another evacuee, Satsita 
Arseymirsoyeva, 44, said she 
manage to rescue her baby 
only thanks to a Muslim Rus- 
sian soldier who intervened 
on her behalf. 

She said her husband was- 
carrying the child as the cou- 
ple tried to flee and Russian 
soldiers initially prevented 
her from recovering the 
baby. 

Meanwhile soldiers Mon- 
day were still blocking entry 
into the ravaged village, in- 
cluding to the Red cross. 

As a result groups of peo- 
ple gathered at the nearest 
control post seeking news of 
relatives or friends. 

Among them was a young 
Chechen fighter dressed in 
civilian clothes. The man. 


People fleeing the village 
at the weekend said most of 
the rebels had sought refuge 
in forests nearby. Some resi- 
dents also said that in the last 
hours before the village fell, 
separatist fighters killed 
several village elders who 
wanted them to leave the city 
in order to save it from des- 
truction. 

Russian forces marched 
into the breakaway republic 
early December to crush a 
three-year-old independence 
drive. 

Russian 


planes bombed 
mountains above the village 
of Shatoi in southern 
Chechenya, refugees from 
the village 60 kilometres ('40 
miles) south of the capital 
Grozny, reported Monday. 

The refugees said they did 
not know if there were any 
casualties. 

Meanwhile other refugees 
fleeing the plains for the 
neighbouring Republic of 


Dagestan said Russian artil- 
lery shelled around the vil- 
lages of Chiri-Yurt and 
Duba-Yurt, 30 and 35 
.kilometres (18 and 21 miles) 
south of Grozny, overnight to 
MOnday. 

Russian forces are concen- 
trating their fire on the vil- 
lages. the last two on the 
main route to Shatoi, because 
seizing them would isolate 
Shatoi, leaving it cut off by all 
except a few bareiy-d liveable 
mountain roads. 

The Shatoi region is the 
home of Chechen separatist 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev 
whom the Russians sefeks. 

Earlier Russian warplanes 
staged bombing raids in the 
mountainous region of 
Nozhai-Yurt in the east of the 
republic, while tanks were 
seen firing three or four shells 
at houses in Mairrup, 40 
kilometres (25 miles) south- 
east of Grozny. 

Most Chechen rebel fight- 
ers have fled to the Caucasus 
Mountains following the fall 
of their cities to Russian 
forces who marched into the 
republic early December to 
crush a three-year-old inde- 
pendence drive. 

Many village elders are 
now trying to make deals 
with Russian local military 
commanders to save their vil- 
lages from devastation. 


Mexico, Chiapas rebels to start talks 


SAN MIGUEL. Mexico (R) 
— Envoys of the Mexican 
government and Zapatista re- 
bels in the southern state of 
Chiapas agreed late Sunday 
to begin peace talks April 20 
to end a 15-month-old upris- 
ing. 

The two sides agreed after 
12 hours *of sometimes ill- 
tempered talks in this 
Chiapas jungle village to be- 
gin substantial peace negotia- 


tions in the Chiapas town of 
San Andres Larrainzar. 
which they declared the 
“permanent site" of peace 
efforts. 

The self-styled Zapatista 
National Liberation Army 
rose up in arms in January 
1994 to demand greater 
democracy and indigenous 
rights. Most of the move- 
ments members are Maya 
Indians. 


Interior Ministry repre- 
sentative Gustavo ilruegas 
and Zapatista Commander 
“Tacho" signed the agree- 
ment shortly before midnight 
(0600 GMT) after a day's 
talks in a wooden shack in 
this village on the edge of the 
La can don Jungle. 

Chiapas Bishop Samuel- 
Ruiz, who is mediaring these 
efforts, also signed as a wit- 
ness. 


Sleaze 

■allegations 

haunt 

Major’s 

government 


U.S. researchers may have tested 
radiation effects on Oak Ridge workers 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Researchers outlined an 
elaborate plan in 1949 to use 
workers at a Tennessee ura- 
nium processing plant to 
learn more about the long- 
term effects of chronic radia- 
tion exposure on humans, a 
recently declassified docu- 
ment shows. 

Although details about the 
propose^ Oak Ridge, Ten- 
nessee, studies are sketchy, 
the document suggests the 
aim was focused more on 
using the workers as guinea 
pigs to learn about radiation 
health effects than on worker 
protection, said one investi- 
gator. 

“There is an opportunity to 
secure the type of medical 
information required... to in- 
terpret, in terms of human 
experience, the toxicological 
findings of small animal re- 
search,” the researchers 
argued in detailing the prop- 
osed studies. 

At the time, in the first 
years of the cold war, 


re- 


latively little was known ab- 
out radiation’s effect on the 
body at various exposure 
levels. Scientists considered 
workers in the weapons 
plants as obvious subjects for 
dose study and research be- 
cause of their known expo- 
sure despite some limited 
efforts at protection. 

The Oak Ridge document 
and other findings are to be 
discussed this week at a meet- 
ing of the president’s advis- 
ory committee on human 
radiation experiments, which 
for a year has been examining 
the government’s use of hu- 
mans in radiation experi- 
ments during the decades of 
the cold war. 

The five-page memoran- 
dum was found by advisory 
committee investigators ear- 
lier this year in a vault con- 
taining hundreds of boxes of 
classified material at the Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory in 
Tennessee. 

Recently declassified, the 
memorandum provides little 


information about the work- 
ers except that they were 
involved in uranium proces- 
sing and were known to be 
subject to radiation exposure 
despite protective ventilation 
equipment. 

“It’s unclear what these 
workers were told, whether 
these plans were shared with 
them, and whether they were 
ever told about their expo- 
sures," says a staff summary 
prepared for the presidential 
advisory panel. 

Noting the need to learn 
more about health effects 
from such exposure, the re- 
searchers recommended the 
studies be “inaugurated as 
soon as possible." While the 
document, written by a scien- 
tist at Oak Ridge, suggested 
the plan had been thoroughly 
discussed and given wide sup- 
port, it’s not certain to what 
extent the proposal was im- 
plemented. 

Investigators believe it was 
pursued at least to some de- 
gree. 


Gore: CIA needs to reassess 
targets, shed cold war habits 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
America's need for quality 
intelligence-gathering is grea- 
ter than ever in today's com- 
plicated world, but the CIA 
needs to focus on correct 
targets and “shed some of the 
old habits of the cold war.” 
Vice President A1 Gore said. 

Intelligence collecting has 
“enormous value to the coun- 
try and io the president as 
commander-in-chief to stay 
ahead of potential prob- 
lems," Mr. Gore said on 
NBC’s Meet The Press. “An 
ounce of prevention is worth 
a pound of cure." 

The vice president was 
questioned about the need 
for a massive Central intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) in the 
corn ext of post-cold war 
challenges such as those in- 
volving Haiti and Guatemala. 

“The world’s more compli- 
cated than ever in the after- 
math of the cold war," Mr. 
Gore said. “We see problems 
springing up ail over the 
place that could, if not 
attended to. threaten Amer- 
ican national interests.... the 
need for and value of a high- 
quality intelligence service is 
probably greater now than it 
has ever been, but its assets 
need to be focused on the 
right targets, and it needs to 
shed some of the old habits of 
the cold war.” 

Mr. Gore called Deputy 
Defence Secretary John 


Deutch, President Bill Clin- 
ton's nominee for the new 
Central Intelligence Agency 
chief, “a truly outstanding 
candidate" who will dig into 
questions of the agency's 
appropriate size and func- 
tion. 

In Haiti, Mr. Gore said 
“there is no credible evidence 
from any source" that Presi- 
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
has been involved in planned 
assassinations of political 
opponents. 

Senate Foreign Committee 
Chairman Jesse Helms, a Re- 
publican from North Caroli- 
na. has asked Mr. Qinton to 
suspend all further aid to 
Haiti until such accusations 
against the \ristide govern- 
ment are .solved. The U.S. 
Defend. Department has 
provided the U.S. embassy in 
Haiti a list of 27 potential 
• anti-Aristide assassination 
targets. 

“As’for the list," Mr. Gore 
said in answer to questions, 
“there are ail kinds of 
rumours constantly down 
there, and it's only responsi- 
ble to try to keep track of 
them and inform our embassy 
so they can consult with the 
government... where they 
need to." 

Warning those on the 
target list, he said, would 
depend “on whether the list 
is credible" and the results of 
consultation with Mr. Aris- 


tide’s government. 

Haiti's 200-year “culture of 
political violence," Mr. Gore 
said, has been subsiding but 
“it’s unrealistic to expect that 
the pattern that prevailed for 
so long was going to just 
suddenly completely dis- 
appear" in spite of “the spec- 
tacular success engineered by 
President Clinton and our 
military there, restoring 
democracy with virtually no 
loss of life... a virtuoso per- 
formance balancing diploma-' 
cy and the use of military 
force." 

The vice president deffered ■ 
to Congress and a planning 
House Ethics Committee in- 
vestigation the controversy 
over alleged security viola- 
tions by Rep. Robert Tor- 
ricelli in discussing the in- 
volvement of a CIA infor- 
mant in killings in Guatemala 
of an American and an 
America's husband. The 
affair has prompted House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich to 
seek Mr. Terricelli's ouster 
from the House Intelligence 
Committee. 

Mr. Torricelli's dilemma 
seems to be “that he had two 
conflicting duties, one as a 
member of the committee 
and one as a member of 
Congress not to be party to 
an organised deception, and 
how he balanced those two 
duties will be reviewed by his 
colleagues,” Mr. Gore said. 


LONDON (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major's 
accident-prone government 
was mired in fresh sleaze 
allegations Monday and a 
senior conservative politician 
warned of defeat at the next 
general election. 

Less than 24 hours after 
conservative MP Richard 
Spring was forced to resign as 
a ministerial aide following 
newspaper tales of a “three- 
in-a-bed sex romp.” a more 
prominent minister faced 
allegations over his business 
and personal dealings with a 
Saudi prince. 

Spring was the 17th Con- 
servative politician to have 
departed under a cloud since 
Mr. Major took office three 
years ago. 

Coupled with vicious in- 
fighting over Europe and re- 
peated assaults on Mr. Ma- 
jor's leadership qualities, the 
government has plunged 35 
points behind the opposition 
Labour Party in opinion 
polls. 

Lord Jeffrey Archer, a for- 
mer deputy chairman of the 
Conservative Party, Monday 
joined the long list of politi- 
cians to plead for unity. 

“I believe that if we go on 
quarrelling with ourselves in 
public and we appear on 
radio and television fighting 
each other and not the 
Labour Party, we will lose 
(the next election) and we 
will lose badly and we will 
deserve to lose.” Mr. Archer 
told BBC Radio. 

“We must show some unity 
and get behind the prime 
minister.” he added. 

Further trouble was brew- 
ing however over Jonathan 
Aitken, chief secretary to the 
treasury and the target of a 
potentially damaging televi- 
sion documentary program- 
me to be screened on Mon- 
day evening. 



BBC, French 
institute film 
Mitterrand 
interviews 



CANNES, Cannes (AFP) — ’ 


The BBC and the French JmM 
National Audiovisual Instj. 


tute 


(INA) are filmjog a 
1 of three interviews with 
French President Francois 
Mitterrand, INA’s director 
Jean-Pierre Teyssier 
announced here. The 
documentary series is aimed 
at marking the end in May of 
the 78-year-old French presi- 
dent's second and final seven- 
year term in office, Teyssier' 
said. 


1#' 


A Russian soldier talks to a Chechen boy 
sitting on a donkey in Chervitionoye, some 20 
kilometres from Grozny. The conflict between 
Russian and separatist Chechen forces looks 


set to be decided in the mountain villages of the 
Caucasus following recent advances by Rus- 
sian troops (AFP photo) 


Sharks wing 
their way to Japan 


Opposition questions Fujimori win 


LIMA (R) — President 
Alberto Fujimori won a 
second term by scoring a 
landslide victory in Peru's 
elections, according to polls 
and early results, but chief 
opponent Javier Perez De 
Cuellar said the unfair cam- 
paign conditions he faced 
shed doubt on the outcome. 

With 16 per cent of the 
vote counted, the National 
Elections Board said Mr. Fu- 
jimori led with 65.2 per cent 
of the valid vote over Mr. 
Perez De Cuellare's 22 per 
cent. Due to technical prob- 
lems, the 50 per cent result 
was to be released later Mon- 
day. it said. 

“There is no magic wand 
which can resolve the prob- 
lems of a country in five 
years,” Mr. Fujimori told 
foreign correspondents late 
Sunday after polling agencies 
predicted he won a second 
five years with more than 60 
per cent of the valid vote. 

“That is why the Peruvian 
people., have not wanted to 
cut short this process," Mr. 
Fujimori said, adding his aim 
was to convert Peru into “the 
leading country in Latin 
America." 

But Mr. Peres De Cuellar. 


a former United Nations 
secretary general, said Mr. ' 
Fujimori's government lack- 
ed the will “to consolidate 
democracy... and therefore I 
have no confidence in the 
procedures (in place) to 
guarantee it." 

Conceding defeat at his 
headquarters , the 75-year- 
old retired diplomat said he 
had faced unequal conditions 
against Mr. Fujimori in the 
race, adding “we will never 
know to what point the result 
reflected the people's will.” 

Opponents charged that 
Mr. Fujimori used his office 
and the state's resources to 
further his reelection bid. 
timing the televised openings, 
of schools and public works 
projects to enhance his 
reelection campaign. Critics 
also said local officials had 
illegally campaigned on his 
behalf. 

“As far as we know, the 
people preferred to reward 
the eradication of terrorism 
and hyperinflation, although 
at the same time failed to 
assure a democratic future 
with social justice." said Mr. 
Perez De Cuellar. 

Mr. Fujimori, the 56-year- 
old son of Japanese immig- 


rants, has maintained a high 
level of popular support dur- 
ing his five-year rule by 
slashing inflation, stabilising 
the economy and virtually 
stamping out a bloody 15- 
yea r-old Maoist insurgency. 

But his critics say Mr. Fu- 
jimori. whose decision in 
1992 to close Congress 
allowed the writing of a new 
constitution which made his 
reelection possible, is an au- 
thoritarian ruler who has 
failed to strengthen democra- 
tic institutions. 

Unofficial results from 99 
per cent of a nationwide sam- 
ple of voters showed Mr. 
Fujimori with 63.7 per cent of 
the valid vote, polling from 
Apoyo S.A. said. Mr. Perez 
De Cuellar gained 24.4 per 
cent. 

Apoyo S.A. said its figrues 
showed Mr. Fujimori’s party 
would likely win a majority in 
the Congress with 51 per cent , | 
of the vote. Pollsters had 
predicted he would not have* 
a majority.. 

Taking a conciliatory tone 
towards his opponent. Mr. 
Fujimori said: “I salute Dr. 
Perez De Cuellar for having 
participated in this campaign 
in this campaign. “ 


SYDNEY (AFP) — A ship- 
ment of sharks, rays and', 
other fish will leave here 
Tuesday bound for Fukuoka 
in Japan. A Qantas freight - 
flight will carry the 35 sharks . 
and other marine life in nine 
specially-designed tanks 
which hold 25 tonnes of sea 
water. The fish, heading for. 
the Marine World aquarium ■ 
in Fukuoka, include Port 
Jackson sharks, wobbegongs, 
Easter and shovelnose rays, 
white-tipped pointers and. 
groupers. "The t anks and 
equipment needed to pump 
oxygen through the tanks to 
simulate movement for the 
sharks will bring the total 
load up to 55 tonnes," a 
Qantas spokesman said Mon- 
day. “Sharks need to keep 
swimming to push oxygen- 
ated water over their gills, ” 
he said. “Normally this 
wouldn't be possible in a 
small tank, but Ocean World 
people here have developed a 
way to simulate this for fish." 
It's not the first time the 
Australian carrier has trans- 
ported exotic cargo — the 
airline recently carried blade 
rhino ncer os from Africa to 
Australia and deer to Mex- 
ico. 


Ramos acts 
to save historic 
Manila theatre 


Dole makes third bid for presidency 


TOPEKA, Kan. (R) — Sena- 
tor Bob Dole formally 
jumped into the Republican 
race for president Monday 
for the third time in 15 years, 
portraying himself as a tested 
war veteran and seasoned 
party leader who could res- 
tore “the spirit of America” 
to a troubled country. 

The 71-year-old Senate 
majority leader entered the 
fray as the oldest of six de- 
clared candidates, the front- 
runner in the field and the 
most experienced, politician. 

He chose the Kansas state 
capitol for his announcement 
— scene of his first political 
triumph over 40 years ago as 
a state legislator in 1951 — 
but changed his plans be- 
cause of threatened stormy 
weather for an indoor sports 
arena. 

In his prepared remarks. 
Sen. Dole recalled his World 
War II experience when he 
went off to war as a youngster 
and was severely wounded in 
Italy by an enemy attack that 
nearly killed him and left him 
with a right arm he cannot 
use. 

He paid tribute to the folks 
in his small hometown of 
Russell, Kan., who helped 
him recuperate from his 
wounds and helped him get a 
start in civilian life after the 
war. 

“Because they restored my 
suit in a time of trial. I have 
dedicated myself to restoring 
the spirit of America," Sen. 
Dole said. “And so, tem- 


pered by adversity, seasoned 
by experience, mindful of the 
world as it is — yet confident 
it can be made better — I 
have come home to Kansas 
with a grateful heart to de- 
clare that I am a candidate 
for the president of the Un- 
ited States." 

He said the view of many 
Americans "is a sobering 
one. We are troubled about 
the direction our country is 
taking" and said values are 
under 'constant assault' from 
public and cultural institu- 
tions.” 

This is his third bid since 
1980 for the Republican 
nomination. His first try was 
in 1980 and his last attempt in 
1988 ended in a bitter loss to 
George Bush. He also was a 
loser in 1976 as the vice pres- 
idential nominee in President 
Gerald Ford’s loss to Jimmy 
Carter. 

“Our problems are not to 
difficult to handle,” Sen. 
Dole said. “It's just that our 
leaders have grown too iso- 
lated from places like Topeka 
— embarrassed by the values 
here," Sen. Dole said of the 
midwestem conservativism in 
this wheat-growing state. 

Embracing conservative 
themes. Sen. Dole aimed to 
attract votes of conservatives 
who dominate the party and 
are expected to make up 
most of the voting delegates 
in the presidential nominat- 
ing convention in San Diego 
in August 1996. 


"If we are truly to rein in 
government, we must have a 
president who is more than a 
clever apologist for the status 
quo." Sen. Dole said. “In 
1992, Bill Qinton ran for 
president as the candidate of ■ 
change. In 19%, be will seek 
reelection as a candidate 
pledged to prevent change at 
all cost." 

Sen. Dole, a conservative 
with a moderate civil rights 
record often distrusted by the 
far right, pledged to pursue a 
conservative agenda, includ- 
ing closing four major gov- 
ernment departments — 
education, housing and urban 
development, energy and 
commerce. 

Sen. Dole joins the Jfield as 
the best known among the 
candidates. Polls show him 
almost 30 percentage points 
ahead of his nearest rival, 
Texas Senator Phil Gramm, 
who nevertheless has raised 
more money than Sen. Dole 
by some $13 million to Sen. 
Dole's $4 million. 

Other candidates include' 
conservative commentator 
Pat Buchanan, former Ten- 
nessee Governor Lamar Ale- 
xander, Pennsylvania Sena- 
tor Arlen Specter and talk 
show host Alan Keyes. Cali- 
fornia representative Robert 
Doman and Indiana Senator 
Richard Lugar are expected 
to enter the race later this 
month. California Governor 
Pete Wilson says he is a 
candidate but has not formal- 
ly announced. 


MANILA (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos Monday, 
said he had directed the Phi- 
lippine palace legal counsel 
to seek ways to save a historic ■ 
theatre in the Philippine 
capita] from being tom down 
to make way for a shopping! 
mall. A place statement ' 
quoted Mr. Ramos saying it 
would be “a win-win situa-' 
tion," if the state pension..' 
fond, which owns the Manila ' 
Metropolitan Theatre, could 
work with the Manila city! 
government and the private ' 
sector to rehabilitate the . 
place. The art-deco theatre, 
dating back to the 1930, has.- 
been the site of many presti- '; 
gioiis cultural events and is ; 
one of the few major build-! 
ings to survive the destruo- ' 
tion of Manila during World' . 
War n. But the condition of', 
the theatre has been steadily/' 
deteriorating due to budget': 
cuts and poor attendances. 


'More British 
women shunning 
motherhood’ 


Quebec separatists revise strategy on secession 


MONTREAL (R) — 
Quebec’s most popular poli- 
tical leader softened his posi- 
tion Sunday on the province's 
secession from Canada, call- 
ing for dose economic ties 
between Canada and a 
sovereign Quebec similar to 
those in the European Un- 
ion. 

At the national convention 
of the Bloc Quebecois, a 
separatist party that sits as 
the official opposition in 
Canada's national parlia- 
ment, leader Lucien 
Bouchard invoked the Euro- 
pean Union as a model of the 
ideal economic relationship, 
between Canada and a sepa- 
rate Quebec. 

The convention delegates 
adopted a resolution calling 
for the study of the establish- 
ment of a “common par- 
liamentary conference" 
should Quebec leave Cana- 
da. 

Mr. Bouchard described it 
as a “meeting place," a body 
of delegates or ministers from 


Canada and Quebec that 
could be fashioned after the 
European Union. 

“It could be a good thing. 
We see it as a possibility," 
Mr. Bouchard said in a 
speech to delegates Sunday. 

The resolution was at odds 
with the strategy of Jacques 
Parizeau, Quebec premier 
and leader of the separatist 
alliance, who has never prop- 
osed such dose ties between 
Canada and a sovereign 
Quebec. 

“I have a lot of scepticism 
about English Canada 
accepting things of that 
kind," Mr. Parizeau told re- 
porters in Quebec City Sun- 
day. “If Canada Were to offer 
us the Maastricht Treaty.' we 
would jump on it and say 
yes." 

Mr. Bouchard acknow- 
ledged that his proposal was a 
departure from the separat- 
ists' common strategy, but he 
said that with his own party's 
national convention under- 
way he could not wait for the 


Quebec premier to produce a 
revised plan of action. 

Since early this year, public 
opinion polls have shown that 
only 40 to 45 per cent of 
Quebecers would support 
Quebec’s separation from 
Canada. 

Last week. Mr. Parizeau 
said a promised referendum 
on Quebec separation would 
be held this autumn rather 
than this spring, a gambit that 
the separatists hope will give 
them more time to bolster' 
public support for their 
cause. 

Mr, Bouchard’s economic 
union proposal was aimed at 
assuaging Quebecers' fears 
that an independent Quebec 
would be isolated economi- 
cally from the rest of Canada. 

“What was done by this 
convention was done to im-' 
prove the chances of holding 
a winning referendum that 
would make Quebec a 
sovereign country," Mr. 
Bouchard said at a press con- 
ference Sunday. 


Delegates to the Bloc 
Quebecois convention hotly 
debated the economic union 
proposal, with some telling 
party leaders they were 
opposed to such a change in 
the separatist platform. Poli- 
tical analysts said the propos- 
al could signal a widening gap 
between Mr. Parizeau and 
Mr. Bouchard, who polls 
show is Quebec’s favourite 
politician. 

On Sunday, Mr. Bouchard 
played down any suggestion 
that his new strategy would 
cause a rift in Quebec’s 
separatist forces. 

“If I thought there was 
such a risk, I never would 
have proposed this at the 
convention.” Mr. Bouchard 
said. 

Mr. Parizeau also scoffed 
at the idea the two men were 
divided on referendum 
strategy, but when asked who 
was the leader of the separat- 
ist alliance, he replied: "I 
know there is only one pre- 
mier of Quebec."" . 


LONDON (R) — About 20 
per cent of women bom in ' ’ 
Britain since 1965 are ex- 
pected to choose not to have ■ J ’ 
children, a report released on 
Monday said. The family : 
policy studies centre said that "! 
was about double the percen- ' 
tage of the previous genera- ; 
tion. It cited poverty, broken \ 
relationships, the inability to 
find a suitable partner and 
growing work and career 
pressures as reasons for the . 
trend. The centre's report 
followed a set of figures pob- ■ - 
Iished last month that showed 1 ; 
a rising number of British ‘ 
women were delaying start- 
ing a family until their late 
30s or early 40s. : 
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1st Stalin 
stamp for 40 
years issued 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia has 
issued a World War n com- 
memorative postage stamp 
featuring the head of former ■ 
Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin, 
the first stamp in more than ■ 

40 years to depict him, Rus- 
sian Mayak Radio sakL The t . ; 
stamp — displayed at a war 1 
veterans’ meeting in Moscow ; ' 
— depicts 1945 Yalta cotafer- 
race leaders Stalin, Franklin ’: :: 
Roosevelt; . aQ d Winston 
Churchill- against a world 
map, said Mayak, monitored 
by the Britisn Broadcasting , . : 
Corporation. Stalin — who • '■> 
orchestrated both the Soviet f « 
war machine against Nazi ; 
Germany and a reign of ter- . ’ 
ror at home in which millions - * 
of citizens died in work 
camps — was last depicted on 
8 Soviet postage stamp hi 
1954, one year after his 
death. 
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Filipino 
military 
seals > 
rebel 
escape 
routes 

SIOCON, Philippines (AP) 
— Naval gunboats patrolled 
offshore and helicopter- 
bome infantry sealed escape 
routes in the mountains as 
the military tightened move 
on Muslim extremists who 
ransacked a town last week. 

The Armed Forces' South- 
ern Command said that as of 
late Sunday, 19 Abu Sayyaf 
gunmen had been killed since 
they raided Ipil, a Christian 
town of about 50,000 people 
some 770 kilometres (480 
miles) south of Manila, last 
Tuesday. 

Four government troopers 
and five, civilians taken hos- 
tage by the gunmen have 
been (tilled, the military said. 
Soldiers said hostages were 
• forced to carry weapons, 
r making it difficult to disting- 
uish them from the rebels. 

At least 53 people, nearly 
all civilians were lulled in the 
Ipil raid. 

In Zamboanga, Maj. Gen. 
Edgardo Batenga, the south- 
ern regional commander, 
said navy gunboats were sea- 
ling off escape routes by sea 
and that ground forces had 
the insurgents surrounded. 

On Sunday, air force heli- 
copters rocketed suspected 
Abu Sayyaf bands for a 
fourth straight day. Maj. 
Nehru Yurong, a battalion 
commander, said the 
gunships may have inflicted 
more casualties but it was too 
dangerous to check for 
bodies. 

The terrain is difficult, and 
the gunmen have heavy 
weapons. Maj. Yurong said 
the Muslims have been plant- 
ing mines along trails and 
booby-trapping their dead. 

Maj. Yurong said Muslim 
forces had split into at least 
three groups and were elud- 
ing troops in the rugged, 
forested mountains here ab- 
out 30 mife^fSO 'kilometres) 
west of Tpil. " "" 

But junior officers, speak- . 
ing on condition of anonym- 
ity for fear of reprisal, com- 
plained that the pursuit op- 
eration was being hampered 
by supply and coordination 
problems. 

They said patrols spotted a 
group of Abu Sayyaf fighters 
early Sunday and radioed for 
reinforcements at 6 a.m. but 
it took seven hours for the 
reinforcements to arrive by 
helicopter. They also com- 
plained that on occasions the 
helicopters landed troops in 
the wrong place. 

■Maj. Yurong said the gun- 
men are believed to be hold- 
ing up to 20 hostages. But he 
said the precist number is 
difficult to determine because 
the insurgents release a few 
from time to time and then 
take others. 

A 51-year-old woman. 
Lucila Ocso, said that gun- 
men took two of her sons last 
Friday after stealing her 
chickens. She said the ex- 
tremists appeared exhausted 
after nearly a week on the 
run. 

The government claims 
Abu Sayyaf has links to inter- 
national terror groups. Abu 
Sayyaf members have pre- 
viously been linked to defen- 
dants in the 1993 World 
Trade Centre bombing and to _ 
plots to kill Pope John Paul II ‘ 
and blow up U.S. - airliners. 

The group has been 
blamed for numerous bomb- 
...... - - ings, killing and kidnappings 

of Christian in the Philippines 
a V since 1991. 

In Ipil, a Roman Catholic 
leader cautioned against an 
anti-Muslim backlash. “I 
hope and pray, and I keep on 
repeating it to the people, not 
to blame the Muslims here,” 
Bishop Frederico Escaler 
said. “For years, we lived 
side-by-side in peace, coop- 
eration and collaboration 
with our Muslim brothers.” 
But the bishop added: “It 
could be that some of them 
were involved because some 
of the raiders came from the 
sea and that's where our 
Muslim brothers live.” 

Interior Secretary Rafael 
^ *•- Alunan told a Senate De- 

«. V' f enc e Committee hearing 

V JV V the Philippines may be 
J ' # ,n / used bv fanatical 


Ramos acts 
to save historic 
Manila theatre 
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U.N. general protests to Serbs 
over shelling of Sarajevo 


A Bosnian Muslim woman balances in the 
debris of her home as she collects her last 
belongings in the rubble of Sarajevo's suburb 
of Hrasnka after it was totally damaged in 


recent shelling from Serbian positions. Her 
sister was killed when a shell hit the building. 
The Bosnian capital was hit by several shells, 
injuring at least three people (AFP photo) 


Sri Lanka revives stalled peace bid 


COLOMBO (AFP) — The 
Sri Lankan government 
reopened peace talks with the 
Tamil Tiger rebels Monday 
— with the help of an Angli- 
can bishop — despite the 
weekend killings of two sol- 
diers which shattered a fra- 
gile truce. 

"They are likely to discuss 
the outstanding econ omic de- 
mands of the LTTE (the Li- 
beration Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam). But there will also 
be some questions on the 
killing of the two soldiers," a 
defence offic ial said. 

The LTTE has denied re- 
sponsibility for the . killings 
outside the northern Palaly 
military base in the Jaffna 
peninsula Saturday. The two 
soldiers were the first army 
casualties since a truce went 


into effect on Jan. 8. 

The peace delegation was 
taken by helicopter to Jaffna 
town. The Anglican Bishop 
of Colombo and two other 
members of the delegation 
will stay in Jaffna while the 
others will return to the capit- 
al Colombo today, an official 
said. 

Bishop Kenneth Fernando 
is the first religious leader in 
this mainly Buddhist country 
to be directly involved in the 
search for a settlement to the 
protracted ethnic conflict 
which has claimed over 
30,000 lives since 1972. 

Bishop Fernando and two 
academics in the official de- 
legation — Charles Abeyse- 
kara and Jayadeva Uyangoda 
— have been in Jaffna for 
weeks for unofficial talks 


with the Tigers as part of a 
private peace initiative. 

The latest round of talks 
betwe en th e government and 
the LTTE came just nine 
days before a deadline set by 
the rebels for the government 
to completely lift an econo- 
mic embargo and allow them 
unrestricted fishing. 

The Tigers pushed back 
their original March 28 dead- 
line after President Chandri- 
ka Kumaratunga announced 
that she was willing to consid- 
er lifting the ban on diesel 
a nd g asoline imposed < 
LTTE-held territory. 

Mrs. Kumaratunga has re- 
fused to accept any ultima- 
t um a nd has accused the 
LTTE of seeking a military 
advantage from the peace 
process. 


Airbus lost engine control — Romania probe 


BUCHAREST (R) — A 
Romanian Airbus spun to the 
ground last month, killing all 
60 people aboard, when its 
right engine failed to respond 
to a command to cut power, 
an inquiry commission said 
Monday. 

The statement was issued 
after Belgian Foreign Minis- 
ter Eric Derycke blamed 
technical failure and hot a 
terrorist attack for the crash 
which occurred minutes after 
takeoff for Brussels. 

The commission formally 


ruled out the possibility of a 
bomb causing the crash — a 
theory that gained impetus 
when a witness reported an 
explosion aboard the plane as 
it plunged to the ground. 

“It looks as though the 
command lever of the right 
engine was prevented mecha- 
nically, by an unidentified 


er. 

With power to its left en- 
gine reduced as programmed 
in the move from takeoff to 
climb settings but full takeoff 
still coming from the right 
engine, the Airbus slewed to 
the left and dived at 80 de- 
grees into the ground, the 
commission said. 

All 60 passengers andxrew 


cause, from resjxjnding tojhe — 32 Qf jhepi JfejgiajQ. — of 
■ command given by the fevera- “‘the Tarorh-UbmaniSti 


which govern the setting of 
the engine,’* the commission 
said. ’This ; "resulted .in an 
asymmetry of throttle pow- 


A1r-~ 

lines A3I0 died when the 
flight crashed on March 31 
after takeoff from 
Bucharest's Otopeni Airport. 


Bangladesh storm toll reaches 50 
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DHAKA (R) — Rescuers 
sifting through the rubble of 
dozens of villages near Dha- 
ka reported nearly 50 con- 
firmed dead after a devastat- 
ing weekend storm and the 
final toll could climb above 
100. Bangladesh police said 
Monday. 

The storm, with 100 kph 
(60 mph) winds and rain and 
hailstones, flattened villages 
in the Munshiganj district 
Saturday. 

Officials said more than 
1.500 people were injured in 
the storm, which destroyed 
or damaged some 3.500 
houses ana disrupted power 
supplies and telephone links. 


in other weekend storms in 
Bangladesh, a t least 19 peo- 
ple died. 

A 

Rescue teams were unable 
to reach affected areas in 
Munshiganj until Sunday 
night because of a general 
strike called by opposition 
parties in Dhaka and four 
other major cities, police 
said. 

Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia flew 10 the area 
on Sunday and ordered im- 
mediate help for the survi- 
vors. state television said. 

Khaleda criticised the 
opposition parties for not 
changing their strike plans 


even after the storms. “They 
just talk of people's welfare 
but don't mean it.” she said. 

The strikes are part of a 
continuing series by the 
opposition in its attempts to 
force Mrs. Khaleda to quit 
and call early elections. 

Nine people died in a 
storm Sunday which battered 
the southern district of 
Madaripur, south of Dhaka, 
police said. Nearly 100 peo- 
ple were injured. 

Ten died when storms hit 
the coastal area of Cox’s 
Bazar and the suburbs of 
Chittagong port city Satur- 
day. 


Ramos sanctions envoys;urges Singapore] 
to reopen probe into maid’s hanging 
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groups to prepare 
dwide holy war. 

1 ^ V “We have established 
'..f strong connections between . 
the Abu Sayyaf and foreign 
^ 5^ ^terrorist groups ” l “* rU ~ 
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^ ? V? session, echoing the opinions 

yt ■; v :>i 'Jf,"'- of police and military offi- 


"The Philippines could be 
k Sr-* V a staging ground for a global 
! V Jihad,” Mr. Alunan added. 
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new phenomenon for all of 
uS.” 


MANILA (AFP) — Presi- 
dent Fidel Ramos Monday 
suspended an ambassador 
and fired another for alleged- 
ly failing to help Flor Con- 
templacion. the Filipina maid 
executed in Singapore last 
month, and said he would ask 
Singapore to reopen her case. 

He added that he would 
deride, at a cabinet meeting 
later Monday, on the future 
of two cabinet members — 
including Foreign Secretary 
Roberto Romulo — who 
have also been accused of 
neglecting Contemplarion's 
fate. 

But he stopped short of 
carrying out an earlier threat 
to severe ties with Singapore 
if a special investigative panel 
he st up found Contempla- 
rion to have been wrongfully 
hanged. 

Mr. Ramos, speaking at a 
nationally televised news 
conference, suspended the 
ambassador to Singapore, 
Alicia Ramos (no relation), 
along with seven other 
Singapore-based diplomats 
for “neglect of duty, ineffi- 
ciency and incompetence in 
the performance of official 
functions.” 

He also accepted the res- 
ignation of Alicia Ramos’ 
predecessor in Singapore. 
Francisco Benedicto. a poli- 
tical appointee who is now 
ambassador to Seoul. 

Contemplacion was 
hanged in Singapore last 
March 17 for the 1991 murder 
of Maga and Maga's Singapo- 
rean charge, a four-year old 


boy. 

The office of the Ombuds- 
man has been asked to “con- 
sider criminal _ prosecution" 
against these officials as well 
as two former administrators 
of the Overseas Workers’ 
Welfare Administration for 
alleged failure to assist Con-' 
templarion, Mr. Ramos said. 

A late-night cabinet meet- 
ing would decide the political 
fate of Mr. Romulo and 
Labour Secretary Nieves 
Confesor. he said. 

Mr. Ramos said he would 
first invite two Singaporean 
forensic experts to come to 
the Philippines to perform 
another autopsy on Delia 
Maga. one of the two people 
Contemplacion was con- 
victed of killing. 

“I will pursue such repre- 
sentations as may be neces- 
sary with the government of 
Singapore, for a joint and 
coordinated effort to reopen 
the investigation of the killing 
of Delia Maga,” depending 
on the results of the sug- 
gested autopsy, Mr. Ramos 
said. 

He had called the press 
conference to comment on 
the report of a special com- 
mission he created last month 
to investigate the case. 

In its report released Satur- 
day, the commission con- 
cluded that Contemplacion 
was “a victim of injustice" 
and charged that Philippine 
diplomats in Singapore did 
not do enough to help her. 

Even though she made 
several admissions of guilt. 


many Filipinos insist she was 
innocent and was tortured 
into making a confession. 
Massive protests have been 
staged in Manila against Sing- 
apore for alleged injustice, 
and the Ramos government 
— faring congressional and 
local elections on May 8 — 
has also come under fire. 

The commission rite,d the 
testimony of a ‘ Filipino 
medical-legal investigator, 
that Maga's remains show she 
was killed by a powerful man, 
a finding that apparently con- 
tradicted the results of an 
autopsy in Singapore that led 
to Contemplarion's convic- 
tion. 

The commission also vir- 
tually accused the wealthy 
island-state of using torture 
and drugs to force Contem- 
plarion to admit to her guilt. 

Singapore has insisted that 
Contemplarion’s confession 
as well as their autopsy of 
Maga, show she was guilty 
and have said that the Filipi- 
no medical-legal investiga- 
tor's findings are flawed. 

Mr. Ramos said if another 
autopsy by the Singaporean 
experts still conflicted with 
the Philippines’ findings,, he 
would seek to have another 
autopsy conducted by a third 
party. 

Alicia Ramos and the 
other diplomats were recalled 
to Manila last month when 
the furore over Comempla- 
rion broke out, resulting in 
the downgrading of ties be- 
tween Singapore and the Phi- 
lippines. 


SARAJEVO (R) — NATO 
jets roared over Sarajevo and 
the United Nations comman- 
der protested to the Bosnian 
Serbs Monday after they 
blasted Sarajevo with mortar 
fire, killing and injuring civi- 
lians. 

“It does seem that the Bos- 
nian Serbs are not looking for 
military targets and are in a 
cowardly fashion rrying to 
harass the people of this 
city.” said U.N. spokesman 
Alexander Ivanko. “I have to 
admit that yesterday the 
U.N. failed to deter an attack 
on the city.” 

Doctors at the city's Kose- 
vo Hospital said three people 
were killed, including a 15- 
year-old girl, and at least 
seven were injured, when 12 
mortar rounds hit Sarajevo 
Sunday. 

In a statement, the U.N. 
commander in Bosnia. 
Lieutenant General Rupert 
Smith, said he had issued a 
formal protest to the Bosnian 
Serb leadership and ordered 
NATO jets to fly over the 
city marking targets for possi- 
ble retaliatory air strikes. 

NATO planes flew across 
the night skies after the third 
Serb attack on the city in as 
many days but U.N. officials 
said the mortar firing point 
was too close to houses for 
them to ask rhe jets to strike. 

“After an assessment it 
was in the opinion of this 
command that there could be 
civilian casualties if the 
weapon was engaged,” said 
Mr. Ivanko. 

Mr. Ivanko said Mr. Smith 
had reminded the Bosnian 
Serb leadership that he could 


order air strikes against 
targets other than the actual 
firing point if he felt it war- 
ranted. 

U.N. commanders have 
become increasingly reluc- 
tant to use their powers to 
order the bombing of Bos- 
nian Serb forces attacking 
Muslim civilians areas, fear- 
ful of peacekeepers being 
taken hostage and suffering 
reprisals. 

Bosnian Serb attacks on 
U.N.-declared “safe areas" 
like Sarajevo have increased 
dramatically in the last weeks 
in the wake of a twin-pronged 
Bosnian government army 
offensive that blew apart a 
four-month truce and won 
strategic ground. 

British Prime Minister 
John Major called on the 
government and the Bosnian 
Serbs to respect the crumb- 
ling ceasefire, due to expire 
in three weeks and which 
major power peace nego- 
tiators want both sides to 
extend. 

“The panics to the Bos- 
nian conflict shoudl head this 
appeal,” Mr. Major said in 
London. “They are quite 
literally playing with fire. If 
they rekindle all-out war. I 
do not believe that any of the 
participants will be able to 
make lasting gains.” 

Officials from the contact 
group — Britain, France, 
Germany. Russia and the 
United States — are due in 
Balkan capitals to push for a 
truce extension and offer Ser- 
bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic a suspension of 
sanctions on Belgrade in re- 
turn for recognising Bosnia 


and Croatia. 

The contact group believes 
Mr. Milosevic's recognition 
of his neighbours independ- 
ence will further isolate the 
Bosnian Serbs and pressure 
them to accept a peace plan 
dividing Bosnia roughly in 
half that they have steadfastly 
refused. 

The Bosnian government 
says it must keep up military 
pressure on the Serbs to force 
them to trade some of the 70 
per cent of the country they 
hold as part of a peace deal. 

DespiLe international 
appeals fighting has not stop- 
ped. The U.N. said 60 shells 
a minute were fired in an 
artillery attack launched in 
central Bosnia Monday 
morning. It did not say which 
side was responsible. 

Two children were killed 
Monday when shells slam- 
med into their secondary 
school in government-held 
Tesanj. in the north of the 
country, a U.N. Protection 
Force spokesman said here. 

Yuri Shishaev said a total 
of 49 explosions were re- 
corded in Tesanj town as 
shelling escalated along near- 
by confrontation lines, in an 
area known as the Maglaj* 
finger. 

A total of 71 detonations 
— the U.N.'s usual terminol- 
ogy for shelling — were re- 
corded a few kilometres 
(miles) northwest of Tesanj. 
near Jelah. And more than 
350 were recorded further to 
the southeast, Shishaev said. 

In northeast Bosnia, fight- 
ing continued in the Majevica 
Hills area for control of the 
Stolica peak, where Serb 


forces, defending a television 
and communication relay 
rower, have been fighting oft 
government attacks .for the 
past three weeks. 

Serb forces opened fire 
with heavy machine guns at a 
Pakistani U.N. resupply con- 
voy. near Ribnica. also in the 
north of the country, Monday 
morning, but there were no 
injuries, the spokesman said. 
Fire was returned. 

Meanwhile, a Polish U.N. 
soldier was shot dead Mon- 
day after the Croatian army 
fired on a U.N. observation 
post along a demarcation line 
between Croatia forces and 
Croatian Serb fighters, a 
U.N. spokesman in Zagreb 
reported. 

The unidentified soldier 
was shot near Vo j novae in 
the northern sector of a de- 
marcation zone set up by the 
U.N. in territory held by the 
separatist Croatian Serbs, 
spokesman Christopher Gun- 
nes said. 

He said he thought it was 
the first time a “blue hel- 
met,” a term used to describe 
U.N. soldiers, had been kil- 
led by the Croatian army. An 
inquiry was underway, he 
added. 

The Krajina region is a 
disputed area covering a 
quarter of Croatia where 
Croatian Serbs have declared 
a self-styled Serb Republic of 
Krajina. 

Elsewhere Serbs fired on 
Belgian U.N. troops in north- 
eastern Croatia to force them 
to abandon an observation 
point on its border with 
Serbia-Montenegro, Mr. 
Gunness said. 


U.S. senator: S. Korean reactors non-negotiable 


SEOUL (AFP) — A U.S. 
senator warned North Korea 
Monday that it had. no 
choice tout to take South Ko- 
rean reactors under its accord 
with Washington, adding that 
the deal was off if Pyongyang 
restarted a frozen nuclear 
facility. 

Senior U.S. Senator 
Charles Robb; issued the: 
warning- at a news conference, 
after the. hardline Communist 
state in the North cancelled 
his scheduled visit there at 
the last minute. 

South Korean monitors 


meanwhile reported a call for 
army readiness in Pyongyang 
as tensions over the stalled 
nuclear accord rose again 
ahead of the resumption of 
U.S.-North Korean negotia- 
tions on Wednesday in Ber- 
lin. 

Under the October 1994 
.U.S.-North Korean agree- . 
ment. in ^Geneva. -Pyongyang K 
-.-is td receive- two 

. megawatt reactors .ia^t 
change for scrapping a nuc- 
lear weapons programme, 
and ties with the United 
States would be gradually 


normalised. 

Sen. Robb, a senior mem- 
ber of the U.S. Senate fore- 
ign relations, armed services 
and intelligence committees, 
said North Korea should rec- 
ognise that the reactors 
“must and will come from 
South Korea.” 

“There was no ambiguity 
Afafig -the- cobrse of the’ 
nfegmianoris as to who will 
furnish the reactors and how 
it would be paid for." Sen. 
Robb said. 

But North Korea Saturda 
flatly refused to take Sour 


l 


Korean reactors, and Seoul 
responded Sunday by saying 
the negotiations would be 
aborted if Pyongyang again 
rejected the offer in Berlin. 

Sen. Robb dismissed the 
possibility that other coun- 
tries could lead the project to 
appease North Korea, saying 
Seoul must he the "primary* 
contractor, *'*«■* 

He sajd. he -was about -to 
visit North Korea from here 
as part of an Asia-Pacific 
swing, but the trip was can- 
celled at the last minute. 


U.N. resumes returning Rwandan refugees to camps 


NAIROBI (R) — The U JJ. 
refugee agency Monday re- 
sumed an operation to return 
tens of thousands of Rwan- 
dan refugees in Burundi to 
camps they abandoned in 
fear of ethnic attacks nearly 
two weeks ago. 

The operation to truck the 
refugees stuck in northern 
Burundi back to their camps 
was suspended Saturday aftin - 
a grenade attack on a 
UNHCR convoy, the agen- 
cy’s spokesman in Burundi, 
Paul Strom berg, told Ren- 
ters. 

Mr. Strombcrg, m a tele- 
phone interview, said eight 


Rwandan Hutu refugees 
were injured in die attack by 
unknown gunmen in the 
ethnically volatile Ngozi pro- 
vince. 

“One grenade bounced 
into the back of the truck 
wounding eight, five of them 
seriously,” Mr. Stromberg 
said. “They are all in a stable 
condition, but one woman is 
at risk of losing' her leg.” 

In Nairobi, UNHCR 
spokesman Peter Kessler said 
some 4,600 out of over 40,000 
refugees who fled the ca mp s 
had been transported back tq 
camps by Saturday. Hp said 


slightly over 5,000 would be 
moved back to camps daily as 
of Monday. 

“We hope to move slightly 
over 5,000 refugees a day 
back to the camps. This 
movement is a result of an 
agreement with (the govern- 
ment of) Burundi for them to 
boost security around the 
,” Mr. Kessler said. 

— refugee saga erupted 
on March 28 when the Rwan- 
dans, who fled genodde and 
civil war in their homeland 
last year, emptied camps in 
Burundi ana headed for 
neighbourhing Tanzania fol- 


lowing an upsurge of ethnic 
violence in Burundi between 
majority Hutus and minority 
Tutsis. 

But their journey was cut 
short after Tanzania, already 
bursting with 750,000 re- 
fugees who fled ethnic strife 
in Rwanda last year and past 
violence in Burundi, slam- 
med shut its border to stop 
them from entering. 

The ' East African nation 
’has since turned down 
appeals from the United Na- 
tions, aid agencies and neigh- 
bouring countries to reopen 
die border. 


Tajikistan asks Russia for aid to fight rebels 


DUSHANBE (Agencies) — 
Tajikistan's leader Imamali 
Rakhmonov asked Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin Mon- 
day for extra military aid 
after attacks by Islamic rebels 
killed at least 29 Russian 
Border Guards. 

Interfax News Agency said 
he had appealed for help to 
secure Tajikistan's long bor- 
der with Afghanistan. He 
also wrote to U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali 
asking rhe Security Council 
to discuss fighting which 
erupted Friday. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said Russian Border Guards 


and troops Monday managed 
to drive off the Afghan-bdsed 
rebels and end the fighting. 

“We in Tajikistan hope 
that you... will use your au- 
thority to inform the mem- 
bers of our Commonwealth 
(of Independent States) and 
the world community about 
the latest events in Tajikis- 
tan, and also to render aid,” 
Interfax quoted Mr. Rakh- 
monov as saying. 

Russia has stationed 
thousands of peacekeeping 
troops in Tajikistan under an 
inter-governmental agree- 
ment following a 1992 civil 
war in the impoverished Cen- 


tral Asian republic. 

Russia and other Com- 
monwealth countries have 
also sent Border Guards to 
patrol the mainly moun- 
tainous frontier between Ta- 
jikistan and Afghanistan. 

The rebels, many of whom 
fled ot Afghanistan after los- 
ing the civil war, Saturday 
isolated the border post of 
Dashti-Yazgulem in the re- 
mote eastern Tajik region of 
Gorno-Badakhshan. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said that after a night of 
heavy fighting Russian rein- 
forcements had managed to 


break through to the border 
post along the only road, 
heavily damaged and mined 
by rebels. 

TASS said the rebels were 
forced to retreat, leaving nine 
dead fighters behind. 

There was no immediate 
reaction from Mr. Yeltsin, 
who is on vacation in the 
Black Sea resort of Sochi. 


Deputy Foreign 
Minister Albert Cht 


Russian 

lemyshov 
made clear in comments re- 
ported by Interfax that Mos- 
cow could beef up its forces 
on the border. 


Former Indian Prime Minister Morarji Desai dies 


NEW DELHI (AP) — For- 
mer Prime Minister Morarji 
Desai, who helped embed a 
multiparty system in the 
world's largest democracy, 
died Monday. He was 99. 

Mr. Desai. who had been 
hospitalised for several weeks 
and recently undergone brain 
surgery, died at Jaslok Hos- 
pital in Bombay, two news 
agencies reported. 

Mr. Desai was India’s 
prime minister from 1977 to 
1979. a brief interlude in the 
17-year leadership of Indira 
Gandhi and the only time in 
the nation's first 42 years that 
her Congress Party was out of 
government. 

He was a loyal follower of 
Congress — the engine hhat 
had powered India to 
sovereignty — until he joined 
the party dissenters against 
Mrs. Gandhi's rule in 1969. 


Born Feb. 29. 1896 in the. 
western state of Gujarat. Mr. 
Desai was a contemporary of 
Mohandas K. Gandhi, the 
apostle of nonviolence who 
led the fight to free India 
from British colonial rule. 

Like many in that genera- 
tion. Mr. Desai was frequent- 
ly jailed by the British, serv- 
ing eight prison sentences. 

After India won nation- 
hood in 1947. he was re- 
warded by Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru with sever- 
al important cabinet posts. 

When Nehru died in 1964, 
Mr. Desai was a strong con- 
tender for the party's lead- 
ership. But .he was edged out 
by Congress power brokers 
who chose the unknown Lai 
Bahadur Shastri and. when 
Shastri died in office, picked 
Mrs. Gandhi, who was 
Nehru's daughter. 


Mr. Desai served as deputy 
prime minister and finance 
minister for three years under 
Mrs. Gandhi until the Con- 
gress split. He joined with 
other ami- Gandhi forces to 
form the Janata (People’s) 
Party. 

In 1975, Mrs. Gandhi im- 
posed emergency rule that 
jested 21 months, imprison- 
ing Mr. Desai and other poli- 
tical enemies without trial. 
When the emergency was 
lifted and elections were held 
in 1977. the Janata Party was 
swept into power ai the head 
of a motley coalition united 
only in their enmity for Mrs. 
Gandhi. 

Political defections in- 
spired by Congress and fac- 
tional squabbles within the 
Janata Party toppled his gov- 
ernment 2 '/i years later. A 


faction or the Janata Party 
formed another government 
that lasted only six months, 
but Mr. Desai. then 83 went 
into retirement in Bombay. 

Younger generations may 
have_ known him as an elder 
sta t esman. . But he also was 
widely known for his person- 
al habits to which he attri- 
buted his longevity; He be- 
came celibate at age 32 after 
the birth of his fourth child 
and he kept a regular diet of 
fruit, milk and his own urine. 

He told a television net- 
work in the United States 
during a visit in 1978 that he 
did not consider auto-urine 
therapy a strange ‘practice. 

“In America now you are 
preparing extracts from it for 
heart trouble... so you drink 
other people's urine, but not 
your own.” he said. 
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Week of the treaty 


ON TOP of all its divisions the Arab World 
appears to be further divided on the exten- 
sion of the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT), which is scheduled for consideration 
in New York next week. Some Arab capitals 
have obviously decided to support the indefi- 
nite extension of the treaty even though the 
Arab foreign ministers who met in Cairo last 
month rejected “the fait accompli which 
holds ail the Middle East countries, except 
Israel, to comply with the non-proliferation 
regime.” Egypt and Syria in particular 
continue to hold out against the chorus of 
Arab and non-Arab countries supporting the 
open-ended extension. 

Israel is characteristically non-committal 
pending the realisation of a full and compre- 
hensive regional peace comprising Iran, Iraq 
and Libya. Cairo, however, continues to seek 
some assurances that Israel will sign the 
treaty at a certain stage, at least before Egypt 
can agree to the proposed extension. 

There are several ways to bridge the gap 
between the conflicting positions. One simple 
formula is to support a limited extension 
pending the resolution of the outs tanding 
grievances and anxieties of the two camps. 
Another is to accelerate the ongoing process 
to overhaul the U.N. Security Council so that 
assurances to non-nuclear states against 
threats from nuclear powers, including the 
existing permanent members of the Council, 
could become more solid and credible. The 
Security Council's current composition 
needs to be made more representative of the 
expanding international community in order 
to allay the anxieties of the smaller countries 
about the current hegemony of its five 
permanent members. 

But above all, from the Arab point of view, 
Israel must be forthcoming on its readiness 
to adhere to the treaty’s objectives and 
terms. Continued Israeli monopoly over 
mass-destruction weapons can only be des- 
tabilising the regional peace and security. 

From the international perspective, the 
known nuclear powers must fulfill their end 
of the bargain by negotiating in earnest 
nuclear disarmament. Instead of decreasing 
the atomic threat, the nuclear countries have 
in fact done the opposite by increasing it. 
Judging by the rising numbers of nuclear 
bombs in the possession of these countries, 
the non-nuclear states have all the reason to 
question the sincerity of the haves in making 
the world free of atomic bombs. The have- 
nots cannot go on being taken for granted on 
this issue. Before they can put their seal of 
approval on any extension of the NPT, the 
nuclear powers have to show more readiness 
to live up to their commitments made under 
the expiring treaty. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL DUSTOUR daily said in its editorial Monday that 
Sunday’s explosions in Gaza, which killed seven Israelis 
and wounded many others, affirmed what all observers 
agreed upon on the eve of the signing of the Oslo 
agreement between the Israelis and the Palestinians. It is 
that the Jewish settlements in occupied Palestinian lands 
are time bombs that can destroy the fragile ground on 
which this agreement was based. It said what happened 
near the two Israeli settlements stresses the fact that peace 
and settlements cannot co-exist at all. It said if Israel 
continues to ignore this fact it would for sure undermine 
the peace process. It said these series of violence incidents 
take place amidst feelings of disparation resulting form the 
stalled implementation of the self-rule agreement, com- 
bined with poverty and unemployment caused by the 
policies of siege and closures. It said obstacles placed in the 
way of implementing the declaration of principles do not 
serve any of the parties participating in the peace process. 
The paper called On the government of Israel to learn from 
these incidents and to take steps to speed up the negotia- 
tions process in order to move to the second phase of the 
self-rule plan. , 


A COLUMNIST in A! Ra’i, Tareq Masarweh, on 
Monday dealt with last week's incidents at the University of 
Jordan, which left scores of students injured. The writer 
said these brawls between students should make the 
Jordanian people recognise the social diseases which 
include tribalism, sectarianism and other kinds of discri- 
mination. He said the state of turmoil which accompanied 
this quanrel cannot be concealed by the covers of civilisa- 
tion that the people are trying to believe. He said the 
people should admit that these social illnesses exist in 
universities, government departments, associations and 
various kinds of elections. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


6 years after April 1989: whither media liberalistion? 


JORDAN has been undergoing a process of political 
liberalisation and democratisation since 1989 that is slowly 
giving birth to a new political culture, characterised by 
greater pluralism, freedom of political organisation in the 
form of political parties, and more freedom of expression. 
One of the most obvious and important sectors where this 
is taking place Is in the 'media, whose condition today in 
Jordan speaks much about the realities of our political 
culture and identity exactly six years after the demonstra- 
tions in April 1989 that sparked our modem political 
liberalisation. 

The context in which this takes place is crucial to a 
complete understanding of the political transformation 
underway in Jordan and other Arab countries. The single 
most important and widespread phenomenon thar defines 
the Arab world today is a very gradual but real devolution 
of power away from the state and the central government, 
because of several reasons: 

A) Most Arab states have steadily lost credibility in 
recent decades, due to their failure to offer credible 
ideological policies that respond to their people's political/ 
emotional needs, and. with only a few exceptions, their 
parallel failure to adequately meet the socio-economic and 
material needs of the majority of their people: 

B) This general decline in credibility, combined with the 
severe fiscal pressures that plague all Arab governments 
(including the oil producers), means that most Arab states 
are unable to maintain their total control of economic, 
political and information power. 

As Arab central governments are forced to shed their old 
autocratic ways, they are finding that information is one of 
the areas where the private sector is quickly filling the void 
left by the slow retrear of the governments thought control 
colonels. Within this context, we can identify several 
positive and negative trends that have occured in Jordan 
since 1989. 

The positive trends are headed by the continued liber- 
alisation of political culture as a whole, with pluralism and 
participatory governance continuing to sink roots into the 
modem structures of statehood and urban society. Com- 
petition from domestic and international quarters will force 
the established Jordanian media to respond to the new 
realities of a marketplace of ideas and entertainment, but it 
is too early to tell whether such competition will improve or 
worsen our national media. 

The political party and sensational commercial weekly 
newspapers have altered the landscape of political journal- 
ism, mainly by expanding the boundaries of what the 
political opposition can express in public wiihout fear of 
being closed down. (They still have to deal with other 
forms of administrative. legal and regulatory controls by 
the central government, but closure purely for expressing 
unconventional views is not a main issue any more). 

The profitablitv and wealth of some of the private press. 


alongside the access to official technical assistance by the 
state-owned media, are positive signs: they could permit 
the private press to assert their independence from 
government control, and they could prompt the private and 
state media to invest in the training of their personnel in 
order to raise standards. Another very positive trend has 
been the willingness of the private and state media to 
address sensitive issues thar were once taboo, including 
allegations of corruption, issues of human rights, child 
abuse, gender violence, and the suffering of the absolute 
poor. 

Finally, the general downgrading of the political role of 
the Ministry of Information in the last few years is a most 
constructive move. Press issues are mostly handled today 
on a technical level by the Press and Publications Depart- 
ment. Even though some of the department's moves are 
politically controversial (i.e. suspending newspapers for 
technical lapses or taking private newspapers to court) the 
positive fact today is that most of the confrontations 
between the government and the private press are being 
waged on a public battleground defined by laws and 
regulations. This is a great advancement on the bad old 
days when writers were banned or newspapers closed due 
to the whim or ire of a single minister, often without legal 
recourse. 

Among the negative factors that do not augur well for 
. serious liberalisation of the media or their playing a greater 
role in democratisation. the most important one is cultural. 
Ours is predominantly a tribal, patriarchal, hierarchical, 
and dependent society, in which most people instinctively 
acquiesce in the decisions made on their behalf by those at 
. the top of the hierarchy — whether the political leadership 
of the country, or the head of 3 tribe, dan or ethnic/ 
religious group, the family, or the village. Our culture 
values consensus-building based on patriarchal guidance 
rather than majority votes based on public debate. 

When the liberalisation process started in April 1989. the 
majority of Jordanians were not calling for democracy; 
they mainly wanted reasonably priced milk and fuel, and’a 
less oppressive or coerdve attitude by the central govern- 
ment to the needs and rights of ordinary citizens. I believe 
the majority of Jordanians would be pleased to have the 
government continue to provide them with basic needs, 
such as jobs, reasonably priced food, and an artificially 
overvalued dinar, if the state also allowed people a 
reasonable degree of personal freedom of thought, express- 
ion and association. But this reliance on the state to provide 
for all is no longer possible, because of the inability of the 
state to maintain its absolute, hegemonic control of 
political ideology, economic forces, cultural expression and 
intellectual ideas. The days of absolutism have passed. We 
now live through an exciting era in which we are trying to 
formulate a new. more satisfying and sustainable balance 
between the power of the state and the rights - of indi- 


viduals. Given the importance of -tribalism and its enduring 
relevance to the socio-economic wellbeing of most Jorda- 
nians. we could expect to see more liberalisation of the 
media and the economy, for instance, without much more 
democratisation. 

Another negative is the strict adherence to the govern- 
ment policy line that characterises the state-owned media 
and the leading private newspapers. These do not ade- 
quately reflect the full spectrum or the total vitality of 
cultural and ideological views in Jordan. The mainstream 
media in Jordan does not accurately reflect the totality of 
Jordan and its people. 

The low credibility and conceptual poverty of the rightist 
and leftist opposition in Jordan are a bi§ problem: this 
hampers the expansion of the opposition press into 
anything more than a handout for the already converted. A 
related constraint is the limited nature of our democracy, 
given the many limitations on the effective power of the 
elected Lower House of Parliament, which most Jorda- 
nians seem to find acceptable — another indication of the 
powerful compromises that have to be struck for 3 happy 
marriage between ancient. Arab tribal culture and modem". 
Western-style democratic systems. 

A serious structural drag on the future development of 
the media is the generally low level of professional 
competence of many journalists, combined with the continued 
unwillingness or even tear or most Jordanians to speak out 
critically in public. The later is partly a cultural trait that 
reflects our tribal penchant for consensus, and partly a 
hangover from the past when people did not have the 
opportunity to speak out independently and critically, or 
were afraid that doing so would incur the retributive wrath 
of the state. 

A general assessment of the media in Jordan today 
reveals three broad trends: the mainstream private media 
stays very close to the government policy line and is driven 
heavily by the dictates of making money, though it has 
expanded’ access to its pages by opposition viewpoints: the 
sensational and political party opposition weeklies offer a 
combination of entertainment and confrontation that 
provide considerable merriment but have little impact on 
public policy formulation: and the state-owned media 
continue to institute superficial changes that have given 
them new forms, without significantly changing the subst- 
ance of their contents: this threatens to drive them to 
irrelevance or to merely a diversionary role, due to the 
public's growing access to other sources of domestic and 
international media. 

Beneath this balance sheet of positive and negative 
developments in our media is the deeper issue of political 
change in Jordan, which, in the final analysis, will be 
determined mainly by cultural factors. The fact that 
gradual change is underway, and comprises both pluses and 
minuses, strikes me as rather healthy. Stay tuned. 



Genocide: When will we ever learn? 


By Boutros Ghali 


UNITED NATIONS. New 
York — The world has yet 
to learn the lesson. On 
April 6. 1994. an aircraft 
carrying the presidents of 
Burundi and Rwanda 
crashed at Kigali airport. 
There were no survivors. 
Widespread killing ensued 
as Rwanda descended into 
chaos. Today, one year la- 
ter. the way has not yet 
been found to deal with the 
evil perpetrated in Rwanda. 


Not long ago the world 
thought it could recognise 
and stop genocide if it hap- 
pened. "Never again” was 
the watchword. But words 
were not enough. Genocide 
*J>as come again. 

.-In- Cambodia, more 
‘than a million people were 
the victims of genocide. 
The "reason" was ideolo- 
gical. But the very word 
"reason" is impermissible 
in the case of such a crime. 
In the former Yugoslavia, 
ancient hatreds, suppressed 
in the cold war. burst forth. 
But history is not the cul- 
prit. Rape, torture, murder 
and rhe lust for land are 
contemporary evils. In 
Somalia, rival warlords de- 
liberately kept food aid 
away from the starving and 
the sick. A third of a million 
people died before the 
world intervened. In Rwan- 
da. half a million people 
were killed. Some have 
used the word "tribar in 
explanation. But what hap- 
pened was genocide — and 
no explanation tor genocide 
is acceptable. 

We have at our disposal 
the Convention on the Pre- 
vention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide, 
approved by the General 


Assembly in 1948. One 
hundred seventeen stales 
are parties to this agree- 
ment. The convention is 
universal in its jurisdiction, 
permanent in its applicabil- 
ity, and unmistakable in the 
responsibility upon con- 
tracting parties. 

The convention states 
that “genocide is a crime 
under -international law. 
contrary to the spirit and 
aims of the United Nations 
and condemned by the civil- 
ised world.” and" that “in 
order -to liberate mankind 
from such an odious scour- 
ge.. international coopera- 
tion is required.” The con- 
vention makes it clear that 
traditional reasons for de- 
nying jurisdiction — such as 
asserting the act to be "poli- 
tical" or "internal” — mav 
riot be asserted in the case 
of genocide. 

Why. then, is genocide 
happening again? Interna- 
tional machinery cannot 
work on its own. Its effec- 
tiveness depends upon the 
willingness and determina- 
tion of member states to 
employ their political, hu- 
man and financial resources 
to implement it. 

The standard excuse for 
failing to act against geno- 
cide is, "We did" not know.” 
Genocide does not happen 
spontaneously. Genocide is 
planned and perpetrated by 
cynical leaders who" believe 
they can get away with it — 
and profit from it. In most 
cases there are abundant 
danger signs long before the 
killing beings. 

In Rwanda, the character 
and the extent of the killing 
were clear. Yet the re- 
sponse of the international 
community was found 
wanting. Several countries 


withdrew their contingents 
from the U.N. Assisfance 
Mission to Rwanda, or Un- 
amir. The Security Council 
had little choice but to re- 
duce Unamir to the mini- 
mum level. As genocide en- 
sued. the Security Council 
endorsed additional troops 
for Lfriamir. but it proved 
impossible to obtain those 
troops. Two million Rwan- 
dans fled to Zaire and Tan- 
zania. Most are still in 
makeshift camps. 

Today, in neighbouring 
Burundi, we may face 
another genocide. On 
March 27. the president of 
Burundi warned that his 
country was on the brink of 
genocide after a week of 
bloody ethnic violence. I 
have approved, from dis- 
cretionary funds, an expan- 
sion of the staff of my spe- 
cial representative to 
Burundi, and the U.N, 
High Commissioner for Hu- 
man Rights is strengthening 
the commission's presence 
there. 

I call upon the people of 
Burundi to exercise wisdom 
and restraint. I call upon 
the international commun- 
ity to support peace efforts 
in the region in every way 
possible. 

Genocide is a test before 
us. Phrases like "world 
order.”, ‘'international 
cooperation*' and “global 
community” can have no 
meaning until we meet the 
test. 

How can genocide be 
stopped at an early point? 
We cannot be content to 
see international interven- 
tion only when the worst is 
over. What will happen af- 
ter intervention? Action 
against genocide may re- 
quire a commitment to 
"nation-building." When 


an international presence is 
withdrawn, what is to pre- 
vent a resumption of Rill- 
ing? Some form of con- 
tinuing presence must be 
part of any exit strategy. 

We have not yet agreed 
on answers to these ques- 
tions. Perhaps the answers 
can only be found through 
experience. But questions 
must nor become_excuses 
for inaction." 

There are signs of prog- 
ress. In 1993. the U.N. 
Security Council created an 
international tribunal for 
war crimes committed in 
the former Yugoslavia. This 
is the first such tribunal to 
be established not by the 
victors in war but by the 
entire international com- 
munity, acting through the 
United Nations. 

The existence of this tri- 
bunal prompted the govern- 
ment of Rwanda to request 
in August the creation of a 
similar tribunal to prose- 
cute persons alleged to have 
committed genocide in 
Rwanda. The Security 
Council decided to establish 
such a tribunal. The two 
tribunals are institutionally 
linked. They share a com- 
mon appeals chamber and a 
common prosecutor. 

This momentum must not 
be lost. The world’s nations 
must not say that the chal- 
lenge is too remote, or too 
dangerous, or that it fails to 
meet the criteria for action. 

It may seem better not to 
know. It may seem safer 
not to act. It may seem 
easier to look away. But..* 
these are the acts of con- 
plicity. Common humanity 
places a duty upon us all. a 
duty we must fulfill. 


international Herald Tri- 
bune 


LETTERS 


The Israeli 
tourism threat 


To the Editor:’ - : ‘ 

TOURISM IN Jordan based on the country’s rich national 
heritage, the beauty of its landscape, flora and fauna. 

Serious tourists are attracted to these specific aspects of Jordan 
and, when visiting the country, they expect to find them intact in 
order to truly enjoy what one might consider as a “pure pleasure" 
to the naked eye. 

Jordan is a blessed country in the quantity of wild flowers it 
contains, as you could easily find 2300 different types of wild 
flowers. Nature lovers consider it heaven on Earth. 

Unfortunately, Jordan’s treasures are seriously endangered by 
the new tourists from the other side of the river. 

Rare flowers, as the black Iris, have suddenly vanished from 
around (he Iraq A1 Amir and Ajloun areas. Israeli tourists are 
simply digging up these flowers and transporting them to the other 
side of the river upon their return from a short visit to our country. 

On the archaeological level, the situation is even more passimo- 
tkr. The Israelis are very much interested in purchasing valuable 
items at a very krw cost. A black market was started by them for 
these items especially in the southern pan of Jordan. 

An example of this, would be the digging of old tombs by local 
poor peasants in A1 Niq area in Gbor Al Safi. The peasants search 
desperately for pottery and antiques which could bring them easy 
money from tmse new tourists. 

This matter is generating a lot of worry and pain for the 
Department of Antiquities, the Friends of Archaeology in Jordan 
and all lovers of our national heritage. 

This situation must stop immediately. The Israeli tourists must 
be warned against plundering archaeological sites and destroying 
Jordan’s flora. The Jordanian laws impose solid fines and firm jau 
sentences on violators. This should as well be implemented on 
destructive tourists. 

If this solution proves to be ineffective. Jordan would be better 
off without any Israeli tourists. Our national heritage comes first 
and it is our duty to protect it. 

Chazi Saudi, bard member. Friends of Archaeology, chairman. 
The National Heritage Committee of the Royal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature, Amman. 


Gtuzi Saadi, 
Amman . 


Balladur’s statement on 
Jerusalem offensive 


To the Editor: 

WITH _ MUCH rage. the American-Arab Anti- 
Discrimi nation Committee, along with all Jerusalem orga- 
nisations in Amman, condemns the recent statement 
delivered by French Prime Minister Edouard Bahadur on 
the issue of Jerusalem. He indicates that “Jerusalem 
belongs to Jews a bit more than it does to the others." 
Pointing out the gravity of such statement and the necessity 
to stop it. we stress that we. Arabs and Muslims, do not 
accept abusing the status of Jerusalem taken as a winning 
card and a subject to bid for the votes. Settling problems 
related to this issue to be negotiated at final peace talks 
does not. necessarily, require taking the Israeli side. 
However. Mr. Balladur did so when he said that “there 


would be no problem moving France's embassy from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem.” 


The guilt complex suffered by the French prime minister 
does not give him privilege to determine the fate of 
Jerusalem, even if it was meant to be elections propaganda 
attempt to win 700 thousand Jewish votes in France 
P res 'demial aspiration. 

This statement meets with the Jewish claims as well as 
the deceptive Zionist propaganda — celebrating 3000 years 
since King David’s declaration of Jerusalem as .capital for 
the Jews. Yet. these claims were proven fake by scholars 
and historians. 


We regard Mr. Bahadur's statement an impairment that 
violates the international unanimity as well as the U-l N - 
Security Council resolutions. Moreover, this attitude is a \ 
variance with the French foreign policy. Hence, we 
our protest to all officials at the French embassy. And we 
. call upon all institutions, organisations and groups to take 
effective step to stop such statements that question on 
right as Muslims and Arabs on Jerusalem. 


American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committees 
Middle East Regional Office 
and Jerusalem organisations, 
Amman- 
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Mixed blessings of Rwandan aid 


One year after the killing in Rwanda, 
John Vidal asks whether current relief 
efforts are merely prolonging the 
agony 


FRANCOISE COLLECTS 
her beans and grain cour- 
tesy of the International 
Red Cross and heads down 
“Oxfam Road.” She scram- 
bles a quarter mile through 
a sea of 70,000 tents to 
reach home in exile — a 
plastic-covered construc- 
tion pitched on volcanic 
ground m Kibeho camp, 20 
miles over the Rwandan 
border into Zaire. 

There she divides up. 
what the world has given 
her today — not much be- 
cause u.N. rations have 
been halved since the West 
ran out of money* and a 
convoy of food trucks has 
just been hijacked near the 
border. The grain she will 
cook later, but she'll sell the 
beans in the camp's street 
market because she needs 
to buy fuel wood. 

She’ll call in on a 
western-run clinic on her 
way there, complaining of 
sleeplessness and depress- 
ion, and get some fancy 
Swiss pills which she can 
sell on to the “Pharmacie 
de V Avenir,” set up by a 
Rwandan businessman. If ' 
she passes one of the church 
organisations she might be 
given some 20-year-old 
U.S. army biscuits or 
Japanese sardines. If she 
misses these she could buy 
them in the market, along 
with goodwill T-shirts and 
sweaters donated by the 
British, Chinese bicycles, 
American cuddly toys and 
Japanese shoes. 

She could go to another 
camp and pray for a miracle 
with U.S. evangelist Pat 
Robertson's team of Opera- 
tion Blessed missionaries. . 
God — and Pat — may give 
her a bibie, a blanket and 
some paracetamols if she 
gets on her knees. Her mor- 
al well-being could equally * 
by looked after by the 
Moonies, the Adventists or 
orange-robed Buddhists. 

And if Fransoise’s chil- 
dren feel traumatised, she 
could pick and choose 
psychiatric help. There are 
European and U.S. 
teachers, psychologists. 
Samaritans, counsellors and 
social workers in the camp, 
too. 

Yet Fran^oise readily 
confesses that she’s the wife 
of a murderer who was em- 
ployed by a U.S. charity 
ast year. “Yes, he killed.” 
she says. “But it was a war. 
There were killings on both 
sides.” She wiH not say 
which group he worked for 
or how far he was involved 


in the atrocities that saw up 
to one million Tutsis and' 
moderate Hutus butchered. 
“Anyway, the wazungu. 
{'white men. literally those 
who move around') left,” 
she says. “Everything has 
gone. Now we have no- 
thing.” 

Should the West be feed- 
ing and providing for Fran- 
?oise, employing her killer 
husband and feeding heT 
seven children? 

Humanitarian aid from 
the U.N., governments, 
charities and churches is 
touted as noble, herpic and 
selfless. It is the politically 
acceptable face of overseas 
aid now that long-term de- 
velopment projects are 
frowned upon. And when 
the British government, the 
EU or Bonn gives Oxfarm 
or others around SS million 
to lay 100 miles of water 
pipelines and put in tanks, 
latrines and showers to pro- 
vide for 200,000 emaciated, 
sick and wounded people, 
when M£decins Sans Fron- 
tferes (MSF) or Merlin set 
up field hospitals to treat 
cholera, dr the Internation- 
al Red Cross is seen feeding 
the starving, then emergen- 
cy aid seems a Good Thing. 

But the noble image is 
tarnished when emergency 
aid that the public thinks is 
going to the most vulner- 
able is disbursed also to the 
perpetrators of genocide. 
The U.N. believes that 
more than $700 million has 
so far been spent on the 
Hutu refugees, including 
the killers, and less than 
$300 million has been pro- 
vided for their victims or 
rehabilitating Rwanda it- 
self. 

The Rwanda crisis has 
become an identity crisis for 
Western aid, and is chang- 
ing how we “give.” What 
was called; the- "mother of 
relief efforts” last June, is 
increasingly seen — but 'sel- 
dom expressed — by char- 
ities, the U.N. and indi- 
viduals as a three-ring circus 
of financial self-interest, 
political abuse and incom- 
petence. 

One accusation, levelled 
mainly by human rights 
workers and the Rwandan 
government, is that having 
failed to stop the genocide 
when they could see it com- 
ing, and having ignored it 
when it was happening 
under their noses last year, 
the world community is 
now providing for the guil- 
ty, further destabilising 
Rwanda and the region. 



TEARS OF DESPAIR: A small Rwandan child cries while sitting in a refugee camp about 50 km from the 
Rwandan capital, Kigali (AFP photo) 


•- “Because ; they build 
-schools-arid --hospitals? they - 
say we should forget," the 
Rwandan vice-president 
and minister for defence. 
Major-General Paul 
Kagame, said recently. 
"They (the international 
community) are hypoc- 
rites... they say if you do 
not do that, you will not 
have money... They 
brought planes and soldiers 
to evaucate their own peo- 
ple and left us people they 
saw being massacred.” 

The U.N. is embarassed: 
"We know we are feeding 
the killers, as well as the 
innocent," says Nicky 
Dahrendorf. a senior admi- 
nistrator for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees 


based in Goma." 'Zaire, 
wherfe more than ohe mil- 
lion people fled last June. 
“Yes, the international 
effort has largely gone into 
providing for those who 
fled, it has kept alive a lot 
of people who would nor- 
mally fall out of the 1951 
Convention of the Rights of 
Refugees... There are peo- 
ple in these camps who 
should be of no concern to 
us.” 

A U.N. World Food 
Programme executive 
agrees, off the record: "The 
refugees — that includes 
the killers — have been 
much better provided for 
than their victims... They 
are often better off in the 
camps than the communi- 


ties into which they come. 

—We Tcnow that food goes 
astray ,^reaching»-eMen the 
former army, and that the 
numbers of refugees are 
hiked up by the camp lead- 
ers so they can get more.” 

"What tan we do?” asks 
Jaap Vermeulen of Oxfon 
in Goma. “It used to be 
dear who we dealt with. 
Now it isn’t. We have to 
deal with the killers and the 
innocent and the vulner- 
able.” 

Another, related charge 
is that the international 
community and some char- 
ities and churches are pro- 
longing the conflict, and 
employing the extremists 
and killers. 

“They knowingly 


- changed dollars for ftw£n- 
" dan money which they 
knew had been looted from 
the banks and the victims of 
the genodde.” says Win 
Hurlburt. a Zairean-born 
evangelist of the The Mas- 
ter's Mission in North Caro- 
lina who lived with senior 
officers of the former 
Rwandan army when they 
fled to neighbouring Zaire. 
“They were able to. pay 
their ’workers but the dol- 
lars have enabled the army 
and the killers to buy any- 
thing from arms to 
dothes.” 

The international com- 
munity and the NGOs have 
been employing killers 
wholesale.” says Rakiya 
Omaar of Africa Rights. 


“In the panic to be seen to 
be providing, most looked 
the other way, asking no 
questions of those who 
queued up to be interpre- 
ters, cooks drivers, office- 
workers or guards. Even 
when lists of people impli- 
cated in the genodde were 
available, they turned 
away." 

Alarm bells rang for Ox- 
fam last July when Prosper, 
a senior Rwandan em- 
ployee who had been run- 
ning a “non-violence” prog- 
ramme since before the 
genodde. was alleged to 
have been complidt in the 
killings. He asked to be 
moved to Goma as on Ox- 
fam employee and worked 
there for another few 
months. “His contract was 
not renewed," says a 
spokesman. “The allega- 
tions were impossible to 
prove.*’ To its knowledge. 
Oxfam's Rwandan opera- 
tion is “clean.” 

Every NGO employs 
people who have had blood* 
on their lands. “Who can 
you trust in this situation?'' 
says Mr. Vermeulen. “But 
the international commun- 
ity put us there. Should we 
just let people die?” 

Some of the larger aid 
organisations charge that 
the world community uses 
Western charities and agen- 
des to front their politics. 
"Emergency aid has gone 
'way beyond its nice little 
principles.'* says Rachel 
Kidell-Monore. until last 
month MSF (Holland) 
Rwandan country coordina- 
tor. 

“The political vacuum is 
now being filled by the 
NGOs. We see clearly the 
abuse of humanitarian aid 
by the international com- 
munity. We look at the 
U.N. delaying things, using 
their vetoes and non-tactics 
and doing nothing about 
justice and human rights, 
and we have to start putting 
ourselves in a political con- 
text." 

The aid agendes are hav- 
ing to grow up politically. If 
it was once considered posi- 
tive to be naive in a crisis. 

‘ npw ft isn’t. 

• “Some aid groups are. 
shall we say, definitely ex- 
tending the conflict.” says 
Mr. Vermeulen. "We can- 
not just say that we're not 
politically involved. It's a 
new role. It’s not easy." 

Many NGOs are accused 
of using crises as prime 
marketing opportunities, 
running appeals on the 
backs of images of starving 
babies, and at the same 
time taking U.N. money. 

"Aid is big. big money, 
now, worth billions of 
pounds of a year. Every 
NGO worth its salt, every 
church and do-gooder or 
anyone wanting to get into 
emergency aid recognised 
that it liad to be in Rwan- 


da.” says a UNHCR 
spokesman. “More than 
180 international organisa- 
tions parachuted in at the 
height of the crisis. It was 
chaos in the beginning, 
sheer madness." 

"Far too many came." 
says Ms. De la Soudfcre. a 
point made by the Rwan- 
dan government, which is 
seeking to whittle them 
down and has expelled two. 

Much of the aid given is 
inappropriate and some- 
times useless. German 
groups came with very 
sophisticated warer and 
sanitary stystems, but have 
now left and no one knows 
how to maintain the sys- 
tems. Development consul- 
tants fly in for three days to 
write plans for the next 10 
years. Expensive drugs, 
never seen before in 
equatorial Africa, are liber- 
ally dispensed without any 
thought of the consequ- 
ences. Food is provided 
with no consideration about 
how long it takes to to 
cook, leaving refugees with 
no option but to pillage the 
land near the camps to 
gather fuelwood. 

And the very presence of 
the international commun- 
ity of the international com- 
munity turns local econo- 
mies upside down, and foels 
corruption and inflation. 
“My rent has gone up 400 
per cent." says Appolli- 
naire, a Zairean working 
for the U.N. in Goma. "I 
can hardly pay for anything 
now. I am stopped in the 
street by the army who de- 
mand money.. The number 
of muggings has increased 
dramatically. Life is much 
worse now. even though 
there are good jobs for 
some.” 

"The international com- 
munity pays way over the 
odds for everything,'* says 
another Zairean. "They 
pay four times the normal 
wages. It's good work for a 
few. but it hurts the poorest 
most. They must throw 
money at problems.” 

A final criticism is that 
the world community is lin- 
ing its own pockets. Truck 
’ vers employed 
ct by 

$12,000 a month tax free; 
20-year-old U.N. human 
rights monitors with little or 
no experience are on more 
than $7,000 a month. More 
senior U.N. personnel earn 
$20,000-plus a month, and 
everyone gets generous per 
diem allowances and food 
and board thrown in. 

“Sometimes it stinks." 
says a British engineer. 
"You can get very depress- 
ed about it all. The best and 
the worst of everything is 
here. Some real heroes and 
some real sharks. But you 
have to keep believing." 


The Guardian 


drivers employed on con- 
tract by the U.N. can make 


U.S. to discusss Jordan’s needs 


(Continued from page 1) 

Ross, who later left for the 
U.S. 

“We think the parties want 
to see progress made,” Mr. 
Ross said, describing his talks 
with Syrian and Israeli lead- 
ers as intense. 

Mr. Ross said that the U.S. 
was seeking to create a basis 
in security arrangement on 
the Golan Heights that will 
make progress possible. 

‘We are seeking to create 
a basis that would make 
direct meetings between Sy- 
rian and Israeli military ex- 
perts” possible, he said. The 
last round of meeting held 
between Syrian and Israeli 
army chiefs in December 
foiled to make headway. 

Reports from Syria and 
Israel indicated that the two 
sides were deeply divided 
over their perceptions of 
security arrangements and 
confidence-buiiding mea- 
sures. 

According to the reports, 
Syria wants symmetrical 


security arrangements in 
Golan ahead of an Israeli 
withdrawal, but Israel is re- 
jecting the demand saying its 
territory was too small for 
such a move. 

Mr. Ross said progress on 
the Syrian-Lsraeli track would 
affect the whole region and 
the climate would be condu- 
cive to the creation of a Mid- 
dle East that is both at peace 
and prosperous. 

While in Amman, Mr. 
Ross also attended a meeting 
of the steering committee in 
charge of organising an eco- 
nomic summit scheduled to 
be held here in October. 

In bis comments at the 
press conference, the U.S. 
official emphasised the need 
to develop the region’s eco- 
nomy to advance and consoli- 
date the peace process. 

Mr. Ross said the Oct. 
29-31 Amman summit would 
discuss short and long term 
economic projects in the re- 
gion. Political leaderships 
will be represented in the 
final day of the gathering, he 
said, (see separate story). 


Rebels accuse Khartoum 
of violating own ceasefire 






NAIROBI (AFP) — The re- 
bel South Sudan Independ-. 
ence Movement (SSIM) on 
Monday accused the 
Sudanese government of 
violating its own ceasefire by 
attacking SSIM forces oii 
several fronts in the Sudanese 
civil war. 

In a statement faxed to 
AFP. SSIM leader Riek 
Machar said that despite a 
unilateral ceasefire declared 
by Sudanese head of State 
dmar-Hassan Al Beshir on 
March 28. which was recipro- 
cated by the rebels on April 
3. Khartoum had unfortu- 
nately faild to respect it. 

Areas attacked by Khar- 



toum forces included Fangak 
in central Upper Nile on 
March 29 and Maiwut in east- 
ern Upper Nile, where fight- 
ing continued until April 8. 
Mr. Riek said. 

Government forces also 
attacked Lafon in Eastern 
Equatoria. on March 31. but 
were beaten back by SSIM 
defenders, resulting in the 
capture of 69 enemy military 
personnel, including the com- 
manding officer" Colonel 
Khalid Osman, two .T-55 
tanks and other military 
equipment. 

Buiich in northern Upper 
Nile was also artacked on 
April 2. Mr. Riek said. 


Iraq demands 
Turkish pullout 

(Continued from page 1) 

been ready for that for a long 
time,” be said. 

“I believe the stage could 
be appropriate” for a politic- 
al solution, he added. 

.Turkish Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller dug in her heels 
on Monday, defending Tur- 
key’s sweep into Iraq ahead 
of a visit by a U.S. official 
expected to pressure Ankara 
to limit its drive against the 
PKK. 

“I know there are people 
in Europe and elsewhere who 
do not fully understand the 
murderous nature of this 
organisation," Ms. Ciller said 
in a reference to PKK. 

“They do not grasp why. 
for a strictly limited period, 
we have had to take our 
struggle into a narrow strip of 
Iraqi territory,” she told visit- 
ing European journalism stu- 
dents, according to a trans- 
cript provided by her office. 

A U.S. delegation led by 
Deputy Secretary of State 
Strobe Talbott was due in 
Ankara late on Monday amid 
exasperation in the West over 
Turkey’s vague commitment 
to end the incursion "soon.” 

U.S. officials have sug- 
gested that Turkey consider a 
political solution to its Kur- 
dish problem. 

The Kurds, who make up a 
fifth of Turkey's 60 million 
population, are not allowed 
to use their language in 
education or broadcasting. 

Turkey has not tolerated 
discussion of the issue open- 
ly, prosecuting more than 100 
people for their writings or 
speeches. 

Ms. Ciller said her govern- 
ment was committed to a 
democrat! sation programme 
which would include the gra- 
dual lifting of emergency rule 
in southeast Turkey. 


PLO launches crackdown 


(Continued from page 1) 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin gave his nego- 
tiators the go-ahead to re- 
sume talks with the PLO in 
Cairo on arrangements for 
Palestinian elections and a 
troop pullback that will allow 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
West Bank. 

Mr. Arafat’s police chief. 
Major General Nasr Yonsef, 
said more militants would be 
rounded up and that some 
would be put on trial. 

Angry Islamic miltant lead- 
ers raised the specter of civil 
war, apparently in an attempt 
to force Mr. Arafat to back 
down. 

"We will not be the first to 
start a civil war. But if this 
scenario (of trials and arrests) 
is implemented, do you ex- 
pect people will not defend 
themselves?" Sheikh Zahar 
said. 

He spoke in an interview at 
his office at Gaza City's Isla- 
mic University. 

“He (Arafat) will face a 
popular uprising against his 
behaviour toward the holy 
fighters,” he added. 

Dr. Zahar said all contacts 
between the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
and the Islamic groups broke 
off last week after he was 
summoned by Tayeb Abdul 
Rahim, the chief of staff of 
Mr. Arafat’s office. 

“He (Abdul Rahim) 
threatened me that the milit- 
ary courts can act against 
anybody... but we wifi not 
accept such threats," Dr. 
Zahar said. 

Gen. Yousef, the police 
chief, estimated that Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad only had 
about 150 armed fighters who 
could easily be disarmed by 
Mr. Arafat’s 9,000 troops . 
equipped with 7,000 assault 
rifles and pistols and 120 
machine guns. 

Asked why this had not 


happened yet, Gen. Yousef 
was evasive, saying he would 
only move once be received 
such orders. 

Both Israel and the United 
States demanded after Sun- 
day's bombings that Mr. Ara- 
fat disarm Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad. 

Despite the roundup, 
Hamas supporters celebrated 
the latest bloodshed, gather- 
ing a wake for suicide bom- 
ber Emad Abu Amouna in 
the Shati refugee camp. 

Emad’s brother, Maher, 
28, said he was proud to have 
a martyr in the family. 

“This is a fight between 
right and wrong. We have the 
right to carry out a holy war 
and liberate our land,” said 
Maher, sitting among well- 
wishers who were eating 
dates and drinking bitter cof- 
fee in long rows of plastic 
chairs. 

In the Nuseirat refugee 
camp, outside the home of 
the second suicide bomber, 
Kama! Khatib, angry slogans 
were spray-painted on the 
walB. 

“We promise Rabin there 
wall be more attacks, and he 
will cry tears of blood,” said 
one signed by Islamic Jihad. 

In a statement Hamas said: 
“We are going to launch even 
bloodier attacks against sol- 
diers and Israeli settlers and 
we advise them to leave with 
their suitcases and children.” 

An Israeli official said the 
arrests and trial showed that 
the PLO could do more to 
stop attacks. 

“The fact is that each time 
something like this happens, 
there is more that is done," 
the official said. “We wish 
that 100 per cent of the mea- 
sures.... should be applied 
not piece by piece after each 
terror attack.” 

In Cairo, Israel and the 
PLO pressed ahead with 
negotiations on extending 
Palestinian self-rule. 


Israeli delegation head 
Yoel Singer said Mr. Rabin 
decided “not to suspend the 
negotiations, as it would only 
give a prize to the terrorists.” 
But he added: “The 
Palestinians must take a deci- 
sion whether they want to 
live in a society with econo- 
mic development.” 

Mr. Singer pointed to 
Palestinian-Israeli efforts in 
Washington last week “to 
bring foreign investors to 
establish industrial zones in 
the West Bank and Gaza.” 
But, he added, no one “in 
his right mind is going to 
invest with inhuman acts of 
terrorism in this area.” 

He also cast doubt that 
democratic elections could 
take place in an atmosphere 
of “terrorism.” 

A member of the Palesti- 
nian delegation, Hassan 
Asfour, said that “the peace 
accord cannot remain fragile 
to the point that it is thrown 
into doubt by each opera- 
tion.” 

However, the bombings on 
Sunday risked once again de- 
laying implementation of the 
second stage of Palestinian 
self-rule in the West Bank, 
originally set for July 1994. 

Both sides have set a July 1 
deadline for agreement on 
redeploying Israeli troops 
from the West Bank and con- 
ducting elections for a self- 
rule council. 

“Perhaps this attack will 
lead to Israel refusing to re- 
spect the date because it is 
aJways looking for pretexts to 
slip away,” Mr. Asfour said. 

He added that these 
attacks “do not serve the 
interests of the Palestinian 
people." 

Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said the killings 
made meeting the deadline 
“much more difficult.” 

Mr. Arafat's spokesman 
slammed the warning, accus- 
ing Israel of using toe Gaza 
bombings as a pretext to hold 
tip the peace process. 


“We are surprised at the 
statements issued by the fore- 
ign ministry and attributed to 
Mr. Shimon Peres,” said the 
spokesman, Nabil Abu 
Rudeina. 

“Such statements do not 
serve the peace process and 
raise doubt about Israel's in- 
tentions as it looks for ex- 
cuses not to implement the 
agreement,” he said. 

"Speeding up the Israeli- 
Palestinian agreement is toe 
only guarantee, and the 
quickest way to assure secur- 
ity and peace and justice, and 
to prevent the enemies of 
peace on both sides.” Mr. 
Abu Rudeina added. 

Mr. Arafat told Mr. Rabin 
on Sunday he was "deeply 
upset” about the bombings. 

U.S. President Bill CUnton 
on Sunday condemned the 
attacks in Gaza and vowed 
that those who are trying to 
use violence to kill Middle 
East peace efforts “will not 
succeed.” 

Mr. Clinton was addressing 
members of toe Jewish Fed- 
eration Council. 

The White House said 
three Americans were in- 
jured in the attacks, one 
seriously. The individuals 
were not identified. 

“Once more the enemies 
of peace have sought to abuse 
the opportunity peace pre- 
sents to kill it, to kill hope, to 
kill all possibility of a normal 
life for the people of Israel, 
for the Palestinians... and for 
people throughout the Mid- 
dle East,” Mr. Clinton said. 

“As we give our sym- 
pathies to those who have 
suffered and died and their 
families, let us stiffen our 
resolve to say to those who 
seek to abuse human life so 
that they can continue to kill 
and continue to keep peace 
from people who want it: you 
will not succeed. You must 
not succeed,” he said. 

In Tunis, a senior PLO 
official called for U.N. forces 
to be sent into the West Bank 


and Gaza Strip. 

Farouk Kaddoumi, head of 
the organisation's political 
department, asked Russia 
ana the United States, as 
co-sponsors of the Middle 
East peace process, to make 
urgent representations to the 
United Nations to send in 
troops. 

He said “urgent and auda- 
cious" measures were needed 
to preserve the peace process 
and achieve its objectives af- 
ter Sunday's bombings. 

Mr. Kaddoumi urged the 
United States to persuade 
Israel to fix a timetable for 
withdrawing its troops from 
the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank within a month and 
band over security control to 
a U.N. force to help super- 
vise preparations for Palesti- 
nian elections. 

The PLO official also 
urged Israel to move Jewish 
settlers outside the Gaza 
Strip. 

Islamic Jihad activist Sami 
AH Al Jidi, 28. was sentenced 
for trying to recruit children 
aged between 10 and 15 to 
become suicide bombers, a 
statement from the self-rule 
coun said. He has no right ol 
appeal. 

He would rry to get the 
children used to the idea of 
dying by making them lie in 
empty graves in Gaza, the 
statement added. 

He was arrested two 
months ago bv * Palestinian 
police, but during the intifada 
he was held by the Israeli 
army for 18 months. 

A builder and married with 
rwo children. Jidi was first 
arrested by Palestinian police 
when autonomy was laun- 
ched in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho in May. but was re- 
leased 20 days later. 

Palestinian prosecutor 
General Khaled Al Kidra 
said Monday that Jidi had 
been able to .be defend him- 
self against the charges dur- 
ing his trial. 
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Iraq ups prices for farmers in quest for grain 


BAGHDAD (R) — The Ira- 
qi government.^ anxious to 
buy as much grain as possible 
to maintaion food rations in 
the face of U.N. sanctions, 
has upped prices offered Ira- 
qi farmes for their wheat and 
barley by up to three rimes. 

State-run newspapers car- 
ried orders from President 
Saddam Hussein hiking 
prices offered by the state for. 
locally-produced grain and 
barley to levels comparable 
to those on spot markets. 

The price of a tonne of 
first-grade wheat has been 
raised from 35,000 dinars to 
105.000 (about S88 on the 


black market) and that of 
barley from 20,000 to 60.000 
(S50). 

It was the highest rise in 
prices offered by the govern- 
ment to Iraqi farmers since 
the U.N. slapped sweeping 
trade sanctions on Iraq for its 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

U.N. experts said weather 
was good for wheat and bar- 
ley mis year and the in- 
creases were yet another gov- 
ernment attempt to persuade 
farmers to ship their produce 
to state siios. 

Harvest collectors in Iraq 
can fine or jail farmers who 
.fail to sell to the govern- 


World Bank says trade 
agreement result 
disappointing 


LONDON f R) — The actual 
results of the Uruguay Round 
agreement on world trade 
liberalisation are dbappont- 
ing compared with the be- 
nefits the rhetoric promised, 
said a report by the World 
Bank. 

“The agreement on agri- 
culture achieved deal by de- 
fining rules for agricultural 
trade, but much less than was 
hoped in terms of immediate 
market opening." Alan Win- 
ters. division chief for inter- 
national trade at -the World 
Bank. said. 

Among the bars to results 
matching the words included 
so-called “dirty tariffication'' 
whereby countries set tariff 
ceilings far higher than levels 
which were actually applied. 

The prime offenders m this 
area included the European 
Union which in wheat, for 
instance, has selected a tariff 
ceiling of 155 per cent, which 
compares with the base 1986- 
88 average of 103 per cent, 
the report said. 

By contrast. Japan had no 
dirty tariffs in the product 
areas examined but the re- 


port said this wps unsurpris- 
ing given the staggering level 
of some Japanese tariffs that 


had operated. Its levy on 
wheat was 65 1 per cent in the 
base year and it has bound 
itself to a new maximum of 
240 per cent. 

Global welfare benefits 
from reductions in tariffs in 
agriculture are estimated at 
S48 billion. 

But if the specified tariff 
reductions promised by the 
accord had taken place the 
gains would have been more 
than 2!£ times as large, the 
report said. 

The report also concluded 
that gains in developing 
countries were likely to be far 
from evenly distributed and 
that countries received be- 
nefits from the agreement in 
relation to the amount of 
merchandise trade liberalisa- 
tion they were prepared to 
allow. 

“Where only minimal cuts 
in protection were offered, as 
in sub-Saharan Africa, the 
gains were small or nega- 
tive.” the report said. 

Mr. Winters said that the 
Uruguay Round “probably 
was worthwhile” but the re- 
sults left a lot to be desired 
and that the world had a lot 
more to do in terms of freeing 
up trade. 


ment. Farmers withholding 
their cereal harvest could also 
be punished by amputation of 
a foot or hand. 

Each Iraqi is entitled to six 
kilogrammes of flour a month 
from the ration system at 
subsidised prices a fraction of 
those on the spot market 
where a kilogramme is worth 
400 dinars. 

Iraqi civil servants' salaries 
average just 3,500 dinars a 
month in Iraq, less than S3. 

Ameer Abdullah, director 
of the United Nations's Food 
and Agricultural Organisa- 
tion (FAO) in Iraq, said last 
year’s prices were to low to 

WTO 

creates first 
trade dispute 
panel 

GENEVA (R) — The World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
set its trade-dispute machin- 
ery in motion for the first 
time Monday, creating a 
panel to rule on a row be- 
tween Venezuela and the Un- 
ited States over U.S. gasoline 
imports, a spokesman said. 

The panel was created at 
the first meeting of the 
WTO’s dispute settlement 
body, designed to resolve 
trade rows more speedily 
than was the case with 
GATT, the predecessor of 
the new trade watchdog. 

Venezuela complains that 
the U.S. gasoline rule, which 
compels all refiners to reduce 
emissions from gasoline, 
violates free-trade accords 
and discriminates against 
Venezuelan reformulated 
gasoline. Venezuela is the 
largest exporter of gasoline to 
the United States, which says 
the new regulation is de- 
signed to protect the environ- 
ment. 

A Venezuelan diplomat, 
Juan Misle, told Monday's 
meeting that the rule was 
having an adverse effect on 
Venezuelan gasoline exports 
to the U.S. market. The two 
have failed to resolve the 
dispute in bilateral talks. 


persuade farmers to sell to 
the government and many 
kept the harvest and sold it 
illegally, despite the risks. 

But. Mr. Abdullah warned 
that Iraq was faring dire shor- 
tages in insecticides, herbi- 
cides. spare parts and certi- 
fied seeds which could cause 
a shortfall in yields despite 
good rains. 

Only five of Iraq's fleet of 
24 spraying helicopters can 
fly, and Hungarian pilots will 
be used to fly over U.N.- 
defined zones off limits to 
Iraqi pilots since the end of 
the Gulf war. 

Neither the U.N. nor Iraqi 


officials provide figures on 
last year’s harvest but Mr. 
Abdullah said it was not “en- 
courageing.” 

The government had to 
slash rations of flour and 
other commodities by about 
50 per cent last year. Before 
the Gulf war, Iraq imported 
70 per .cent of its food needs 
but with oil sales barred 
under the U.N. embargo, it 
now lacks foreign currency. 

Shipping agents in Jordan's 
Red Sea port of Aqaba, the 
main enterport for trade to 
Iraq, report that direct Iraqi 
state imports of commodities 
plummeted last year to a 


quarter of their 1993 levels. 
Iraqi private sector imports 
were more steady. 

Iraq has so far rejected 
U.N. proposals to ^llow it to 
sell some crude oil to buy 
food and medicine. Baghdad 
argues that U.N. monitoring 
of the scheme violates Iraqi 
sovereignty. 

Thomas Ekvali. UNICEF 

representative in Iraq, said 
the decrease in rations was 
affecting the nutrition of pre- 
gnant women and mothers 
breast feeding their babies. 
Aid workers say there is now 
widespread malnutrition in 
Iraq. 


West to be pressed by E. 
Europe for more money 


LONDON (R) — Western 
finance ministers, struggling 
to balance their budgets at 
home, gather in London 
Monday to face demands 
from East European nations 
for more money to help them 
on the road to capitalism. 

The ministers will be 
among 3,000 officials and 
bankers attending the annual 
meeting of the , European 
Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD), 
which has been at pains to 
cast off its early image of 
extravagance. 

It now takes every oppor- 
tunity to promote itself as a 
tightly-run organisation 
that can do the business for 
which it was set up for four 
years ago — to help East 
Europe's economic transi- 
tion. 

Analysts say ail but a few 
of the region's former 
communist-run economies 
still lag far behind the West. 

But the EBRD at the 
weekend set an optimistic 
note for the future, "there is 


clear evidence of recovery in 
almost all countries in eastern 
Europe and the Baltic 
stares.” it said. 

“Many of the conditions 
for sustained growth are now 
in place... the lion’s share of 
the contribution to growth in 
eastern Europe now comes 
from the private sector,” the 
EBRD pointed out. 

. It is there that the EBRD 
sees much of its role and 
banking analysts said it 
would, with the resources be- 
hind it. play an increasingly 
useful role in the region's 
transition. 

But recession-weary voters 
in the West would rather see 
their taxes spent at home 
and. perhaps most important- 
ly. the mood in the U.S. 
Congress is unsympathetic. 
“In the end it all depends on 
Congress.” said one analyst. 

At its annual meeting, the 
EBRD must sound out its 
owners about raising its capit- 
al from next year, as loans 
are getting close to the limit. 

The U.S. Congress has 
already given warnings about 


its reluctance to continue 
pumping money in the multi- 
lateral banks and agencies. 

But some beneficiary coun- 
tries wasted little time in 
pushing for fresh financing to 
enable the EBRD to expand 
its lending. 

“Russia has become the 
largest single recipient of 
EBRD loans,” Tatyana Para- 
monova. acting governor of 
the Russian Central Bank, 
told reporters, adding: “We 
do hope that the volume of 
financing by the EBRD will 
increase." 

There were also calls for 
such countries to get their 
own economies into better 
shape, especially in the for- 
mer Soviet Union where con- 
fidence among foreign inves- 
tors is very shaky. 

"In order to achieve and 
sustain growth in the medium 
term, the countries in the CIS 
will need to generate high 
savings and investment,” the 
EBRD said, adding that 
meant making greater efforts 
to fight inflation. 


Mandela seeks Arab Gulf 
investment for black business 


Japan urges review 
of global currency system 


KUWAIT (R) — South Afri- 
can President Nelson Mande- 
la Sunday called on Gulf in- 
vestors to enter joint ven- 
tures with black businessmen 
to give the majority a bigger 
stake in the white-dominated 
economy. 

He added after talks with 
the emir of Kuwait. Sheikh 
Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, 
and Kuwait's chamber of 
commerce and industry that 
Gulf states' oil .wealth and 
South Africa's mineral riches 
would translate into profit- 
able trade. 

“Big business is by defini- 
tion white and blacks are 


confined to small business. 
One of the issues we discus- 
sed today at the chamber of 
commerce was how to close 
this gap by having joint ven- 
tures with black business.” he 
told a news conference. 

Mr. Mandela, on the 
second day of a tour of four 
Gulf stales to drum up trade 
and support for post- 
apartheid reconstruction, 
said Kuwaitis had warmly 
welcomed a briefing he had 
given on Pretoria's attempt to 
simplify foreign investment 
procedures. 

“We are going to target 
each other. Kuwait and other 


Gulf states are very rich in oil. 
And we need that oil.” he 
said. 

"We are very rich in miner- 
als, in gold, in diamonds, in 
manganese, in platinum, and 
in coal. And trade between 
the Gulf states and South 
Africa is going to be very 
profitable." he said, adding 
South Africa was prepared to 
share its mining expertise 
with the region. 

Mr. Mandela, in answer to 
a question, said South Africa 
was prepared to export 
weapons provided the arms 
would not be used to sup- 
press the citizens of the na- 
tion buying them. 


TOKYO ^(R) — Japan's fi- 
nance minister called Mon- 
day for a review of the global 
currency system as the U.S. 
dollar plunged to record lows 
against the yen, threatening 
the Japanese economy’s 
shaky recovery. 

Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura, in 
apparent frustration with cur- 
rency market gyrations, told 
a parliamentary panel that 
the system under which ex- 
change rates float freely, 
adopted in 1973, should be 
rethought. 

“In order to counter the 
current rapid appreciation of 
the yen, Japan would like to 
emphasise policy coordina- 
tion and intervention with 
other nations,” he said, 
urging the United States to 
do more to defend the dollar. 


"But we also need to think 
whether we can leave the 
current exchange rate system 
as it is now,” he said. 

Mr. Takemura noted some 
economists in other nations 
had begun discussing the pos- 
sibility of reforms to the sys- 
tem, although analysts in 
Tokyo doubted major re- 
forms would be practical. 

"I don’t think this is a 
serious proposal. Attempts to 
fix exchange rates (in 
Europe) in the last couple of 
years have been extremely 
unsuccessful and to try this 
now, with so much uncertain- 
ty at the global level, strikes 
me as impossible,” said 
Robert Feldman, chief eco- 
nomist at Salomon Brothers 
Asia. 

Top government spokes- 
man Kozo Igarashi said the 


yen's rise cast a shadow oyer 
the economy. "Since the eco- 
nomy is just showing signs of 
recovery, the yen’s rise 
should intensify worries ab- 
out the situation,” he told a 
news conference. 

Mr. Igarashi said Prime 
Minister Tomiichi Murayama 
would ask the government’s 
Economic Planning Agency 
to draw up emergency econo- 
mic steps this week to cope 
with the yen’s rise. 

The sharp appreciation of 
the yen tends to squeeze pro- 
fits at Japan's exporters and 
hurt their competitiveness 
abroad. 

Mr. Igarashi said the plan 
would be “comprehensive 
and detailed," but did not 
specify what steps it would 
contain. 
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WHERE THE NATIVES’ 
BASKET WEAVING 

SKILLS CAME FROM. 

— 

Now arrange the circled leners to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Saturdey’s Jumble8: p OKED ROBOT CYMBAL ORIOLE 
I Answer. Never has questions but usually has 
answers — A DOORBELL 


Dollar licks wounds 
after yen’s battering 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
The yen’s tearaway perform- 
ance overnight left the dollar 
grappling above a fresh post- 
war low on Monday but 
granted the U-S. currency 
breathing space against 1 the 
maik _ anotheT victim of the 
rampant yen. 

The dollar made a brief 
stab above 83 yen in Europe's 
mid-morning after crashing 
to 80.15 overnight in Tokyo 
trading as panicked investors 
dumped the currency, 
accelerating its dive. 

But the dollar was still 
more than one yen weaker 
than its level late on Friday 
and barely traded by shocked 
markets, dealers said. 

“The root of the problem is 
Japan's structural problems. 
It’s too soon to say the mar- 
ket bas bottomed out,” said 
Hkteuori Takigawa at Long- 
Term Credit Bank of Japan 
in London. 

The dollar has lost about 
20 per cent since starting the 
year at 101.45 yen. The root 
cause of its downfall lies with 
a hefty trade and budget de- 
ficit which forces the United 
States to borrow heavily 
abroad. 

But heartened by the 
mark's tumble against the 
yen, the dollar strained to- 
wards the 1.40 mark barrier 
and wobbled either side of it 
in morning trading, more 
than one pfennig above Fri- 
day's close. 

Until now the mark has 
benefited from a weak dollar. 

The dollar’s dramatic tum- 
ble — the latest instalment in 
a relentless sharp decline this 
year — sparked demands for 
concerted dollar support. 

French Economy Minister 
Edmond Alphandery urged 
the United States to shore up 
its currency and renewed 
calls for international policy 
coordination alongside U.S. 
action to halt the dollar's 
decline. 


But hopes that the United 
States would tighten interest 
rates to boost the dollar 
faded after economic figures 
released last week pointed to 
a slowdown in the booming 
economy. 

A dealer at a Japanese 
bank said that nothing was in 
sight to halt the fall of the 
dollar and that “the market is 
panicking,” and bankers said 
that the effects might soon 
destabilise the international 
debt market. 

The Japanese government 
said it wold introduce a 
"comprehensive" economic 
stimulus package on Friday 
to counter the rise of the yea 
against the dollar, including 
measures to support medium- 
sized firms ana promote im- 
ports. 

“We have placed our 
hopes on the planned pack- 
age.” Tomio Tsutsumi.-the 
vice minister of international 
trade and industry, told a 
news conference. 

Prime Minister Tomiichi 
Murayama has ordered 
ministers to work out the 
economic measures in an 
attempt to stop the rise of the 
yen. 

“It is important for minis- 
ters concerned to discuss the 
issue seriously and to show 
the public that we are taking 
action,” Mr. Murayama told 
reporters. 

Mr. Murayama was to con- 
vene a special meeting of 
cabinet ministers on Tuesday 
to discuss the measures, they 
said. 

But currency dealers have 
already expressed scepticism. 

“Players have acknow- 
ledged that no radical steps 
can be taken by the govern- 
ment,” a dealer said Mon- 
day. “There is no optimistic 
view on that." 

Economists said that the 
government had failed to 
address the root of the prob- 
lem. 


HOROSCOPE | 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY APRIL II, 1995 , 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carrol/ Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) You desire to get off to new interests 
today but don't be forceful otherwise you spoil your chances with 
one who can assist you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You had better face up to some 
obligation instead of trying to worm yourself out of it. Be more 
harmonious tonight with your mare. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You may want to change partners or 
add another hastily- but tonight it would be better to sleep on it first 
and be sure of what is best. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21 ) Don't get frustrated today 
with your chosen career but find better ways of handling ir 
efficiently. Hit on a more logical perspective. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Some extravagance you may indulge in 
today could bring remorse soon or you get severely. criticised, so he 
more economical instead. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Don't make those changes at 
home today until you get the OK from all who dwell there and make 
everyone happy. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You may get a letter today 
which can help you to advance very quickly to your career. Get rid of 
that flaw in the path of your progress. 

SCORPIO: I October 23 to November 21) Some financial investment 
you may make today could work to your detriment, so study it well. 
Don't lose your temper. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to Dccemher 21) If you try to get 
out of some unpleasant matter this morning, be careful not to an 
hastily. Enjoy yourself serially tonight with close friends. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 2i>) Y’ou think you can 
quickly rid yourself of some constant worry, hut give it more thought 
and then handle it wisely. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Don't follow the advice of 
a person today whose ideas are different from your own. Be more 
willing to accept help, though. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Take it slow and easy at your 
regular activities and do it accurately today, without trying to make 
revisions which are not necessary. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 
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Entrance 
fee to Aqaba 
hotels seem 
necessary 

irtc HOTELS IN Aqaba are 
charging an entrance fee to 
those who wish to use the 
beach in front of the hotels. 
According to Sami Abbadi, 
manager of the Aqaba Hotel, 
the entrance fee is necessary 
to keep away some people 
“who come here for other 
purposes." Mr. Abbadi says: 
“There are people who come 
to the hotel and perform un- 
civilised acts in front of tour- 
ists. It is better for everybody 
that such people do not enter 
at all." The Aqaba Hotel 
manager stressed that the fee 
is not charged to collect more 
money but rather to maintain 
the reputation and the civil- 
ised image of the country." 
Quite often we let people in 
without paying an entrance 
fee because we are convinced 
that they have -come only to 
swim and relax," Mr. Abbadi 
said. He urged the Aqaba 
Regional Authority to pro- 
vide basic services at the pub- 
lic beach noting that the hotel 
shoulders high costs to pro- 
vide facilities to its beach. 
Abdul Rahim A1 Zarou, 
manager of the Holiday 
J Hotel, said the hotel had a 
right to collect an entrance 
fee because it provides all the 
necessary facilities to whoev- 
er wants to spend a day on 
the beach. “We provide a 
swimming pool, cnairs, pil- 
lows ana cushions, towels, 
security, cleanliness, sanitary 
facilities and other services," 
he pointed out (A1 Dustour). 

. A* THE OBLIGATORY 
third party Insurance caused 
a JD 198,905 loss at the vehi- 
cle department of the Nation- 
al Ahlia Insurance Company. 
Other departments produced 
positive results but, accord- 
ing to the company's annual 
report for 1994, they were 
not up to targets. The com- 
pany fried better in its invest- 
ments portfolio which rose to 
JD 1.43 million at the end of 
last year. The company col- 
lected JD 2.72 million in pre- 
miums but paid claims 
amounted to JD 1 .57 million 
in 1994. The board of direc- 
tors is recommending to the 
general assembly the dis- 
tribution of dividends at a 
rate of 11 per cent. Total 
assets of the v company stood 
at JD 3.64 million while total 
shareholders equity stood at 
JD 1.37 million at the end of 
1994 (AJ Aswaq). 

** THE JORDAN Nation- 
al Bank increased net profit 
after tax by 20.1 per cent to 
JD5.18 million in 1994. The 
board of directors is recom- 
mending to the general 
assembly the distribution of 
dividends at a rate of 12 per 
cent. The bank, which raised 
its capita] from JD 9.1 mil- 
lion to JD 16 million last 
year, boosted deposits by 19 
per cent to JD 282 - million 
and credit facilities by 10.5 
per cent to JD 190 million. 
The bank’s total assets at the 
end of 1994 stood at JD 396.9 
million compared to 
JD 320.2 million in 1993 (A! 
Dustour). 

DRIVING LESSONS 
now cost JD 4 per hour. The 
old charge was JD 3.25 an 
hour'(Al Dustour). 

☆☆ THE BOARD of direc- 
tors of the National Cable 
and Wire Manufacturing 
Company is recommending 
.to the general assembly the 
distribution of JD 1 million, 
or 20 per cent, in dividends 
(A1 Aswaq). 

trCr BOOSTING earnings by 
23.55 per cent to JD 2.45 
million, the General Arabia 
Insurance Company posted a 
1994 net profit of JD 297347, 
of which JD 123,410 were 
generated from insurance op- 
erations and the rest from 
gains on investments. The 
company's board of directors 
is recommending the dis- 
tribution of dividends at a 
rate of 12 per cent. Hie com- 
pany whose capita] is JD 1.2 
million, had total assets of JD 
4.24 million at the end of last 
year. According to the 
annual report, the board said 
that reinsurance companies 
have started to impose stiff 
terms when renewing agree- 
ments regarding risks of natu- 
ral disasters fAl Aswaq). 
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Baku cancels Iran’s share in oil deal 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran said 
Azerbaijan, apparently 
under U.S. pressure, had 
cancelled a deal giving 
Tehran a stake in a multi- 
bii lion-doll a r agreement by 
an international consortium 
to develop Caspian Sea oil- 
fields. 

Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati told the offi- 
cial news agency IRNA Sun- 
day night that cancelling the 
agreement was not in Baku's 
interest. He did not elabo- 
rate. 

It was the first official word 
that the agreement, to which 
the United States had strong- 
ly objected, has been cancel- 
led. 

Last month Washington 
forced the U.S. oil company 
Conoco to abandon on agree- 
ment with Iran worth about 
SI billion to develop a major 
offshore oilfield in the Gulf. 

Washington, citing con- 


cerns about Iran’s military 
buildup and charges that the 
Islamic republic supports ter- 
rorism, is drafting plans to 
impose sanctions on Tehran 
that include banning U.S. 
firms from buying its oil. 

IRNA said Velayati 
"underlined that the unilater- 
al cancellation of the oil 
agreement between Iran and 
Azerbaijan was against 
Baku's agreement... in the 
long run (the cancellation) is 
not in the interest of Baku." 

Azerbaijan, which has a 20 
per cent share in the consor- 
tium. had offered Iran a 
quarter of its stake in ex- 
change for Tehran’s help to 
finance the deal and fund 
energy projects in Azerbai- 
jan's autonomous enclave of 
Nahicevan. 

But in March. Azerbaijan 
decided to sell a quarter of its 
20 per cent share in the deal 
to U.S. Exxon Corp. and 


another quarter to Turkish 
Petroleum Corp. 

On Saturday Iran's 
English-language Iran News 
newspaper blamed Washing- 
ton for the Azeri decision, 
saying Baku cancelled the 
deal after "Azeri officials sat 
at the negotiating table with 
Washington in order to pock- 
et U.S. dollars...” 

“The consortium's mem- 
ber oil companies last month 
deposited huge sums in dol- 
lars into the accounts of some' 
Azeri cabinet members and 
oil officials in Switzerland to 
bribe them,” the newspaper 
said. 

Azeri President Haydar 
Aliyev announced the deal 
with Exxon on April 3. In 
March he said that Azerbai- 
jan had agreed that the Tur- 
kish Petroleum Corp. could 
increase its stake in the $7.4 
billion project to 6.75 per 


cent from 1.75 per cent. 

Mr. Velayati told IRNA 
Azerbaijan's unilateral deals 
with other consortium mem- 
bers "are not valid" as long 
as Iran and fellow Caspian 
Sea littoral states had not 
negotiated a formal share-out 
of the sea's oil riches. 

The project covers the 
Azeri, Chirag and deepwater 
Guneshli fields, which have 
estimated recoverable reser- 
vers of between 400 million 
and 520 million tonnes of 
light crude. 

The consortium, set up last 
ear, is led by an alliance of 
ritish Petroleum Co. PLC 
and Den Norske Stats 01- 
jeselskap A/S (Statoil). It 
also includes Amoco Corp, 
McDermott International 
Inc, Pennzoi! Co. Unocal 
Corp, Ramco Energyn Pic, 
Saudi Arabia's Delta Nimir, 
Turkish Petroleum Corp and 
Russia's Lukoil. 
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Matsushita’s MCA sale raises querries on future 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's Mat- 
sushita must go back to the 
drawing board after selling a 
four-fifths stake in its MCA 
Inc movie unit, but analysts 
said Monday they wonder if 
the electronics giant can plot 
a new path. 

Canadian beverage group 
Seagram Co. said late Sunday 
it was buying an 80 per cent 
MCA stake for $5.7 billion, 
ending several days of talks 
with Matsushita Electric In- 
dustrial Co. 

Analysts said the price was 
less than expected, and 
would probably result in a 
capita! loss given the yen's 
appreciation and the original 
$6.13 billion cost to Matr 
shushita. 

More importantly, some 
analysts expressed doubts ab- 


out whether Matsushita could 
succeed in crafting a new 
strategy combining its elec- 
tronics hardware with enter- 
tainment “software," some- 
thing it sought when it bought 
MCA in a high-profile deal. 

“Keeping 20 per cent 
doesn't mean anything. Mat- 
sushita now has no synergy 
between software and hard- 
ware," said Takeo Naruse, 
electronics analyst at Daiwa 
Institute of Research. 

Matsushita had been mired 
in a squabble with MCA 
management executives, 
and analysts said the de- 
terioration in relations was 
doubtless a factor in pushing 
for a somewhat hasty sale. 

“I think the relationship 
had deteriorated to such an 
extent that MCA had become 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Monday. 


One sterling 


1.3832/42 

* Canadian dollar 

1.3968/78 

Deutschemarks 

1.5636/46 

Dutch guilders 

1.1474/84 

Swiss francs 

28.69/73 

Belgian francs 

4.8555/05 

French francs 

1710.6/5.6 

Italian lire 

82.75/85 

Japanese yen 

7.3650/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.2450/00 

Norwegian crowns 

5.4935/85 

$1.6004/14 

$391.25/391.75 

Danish crowns 


impossible to manage." said 
one analyst. "Matsushita's 
main source of what was 
going on at MCA was variety 
magazine." 

Seagram chief executive 


Edgar Bronfman said the 
split covered all of MCA's 
operations and businesses, 
with neither Seagram nor 
Matsushita taking any part of 
MCA for their own. 


UAE imports rise 
in ’94, export down 


DUBAI (R) — Imports into 
the three main trading cen- 
tres of the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) rose in 1994 but 
both non-oil exports and tbe 
commercially significant 
reexports declined, according 
to official reports. 

Non-oil exports of the 
three centres — Dubai, Abu 
Dhabi and Shaijah — drop- 
ped 30 per cent to 4.5 billion 
dirhams ($1.22 billion) com- 
pared with the previous year. 

Figures for oil exports are 
rarely published and the 
trade of the other four UAE 
emirates is of little signifi- 


cance. 

The imports of Dubai and 
Abu Dhabi, the most active 
trade centres, rose by 83 per 
cent to. 71.5 billion ($19.6 
billion) in 1994 compared 
with 66 billion ($18 billion) 
dirhams in 1993. 

Shaijah’s imports climbed 
slightly in 1994 to 5.6 billion 
dirhams ($1.5 billion). 

In Dubai and Abu Dhabi, 
where reexports are crucial 
trade indicators, their value 
dropped 17.9 per cent to 113 
billion dirhams ($3 billion) 
from 13.8 billion ($3.7 bil- 
lion) in 1993. 
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ARAs Bam: pic 
JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 
KIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT RANK 
THE HOUSING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN GOLF BANK 
ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
. BOS P fKSS SANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT 6 FINANCE BANK 

BEIT ELMAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR BOOSING 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

ARAB BANKING CORPORA! ION / JORDAN 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 
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1.390 

1.350 
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3150 
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4.100 
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JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 


747510 INDEX NUMBER: 165.38 
CHANGE : -0.062 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


29157 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
JORDA NIAN EL ECTRIC POWER /NEW 
ARAB I NTER NATIONAL HOTELS 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS /NEW 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 
NATIONA L POR TFOLIO SECURITIES 
JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CEN TE R 
MACHINARY EQUIP. RENTING 6 MAINTENANCE 
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ARAB INTER. FOR INVE S TMENT & EDUCATION 
JORDANIAN EXPATRIATES INVESTMENT HOLDING 
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UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 
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FOB INVESTMENT 
& BUSINESS OFFICES 
& SHOPS FOR SALE 

In Wadi Saqra 
100 sq.m. — 400 sq.m. 
Central heating and air- 
condition. 

For more details call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
7810520, Fax: 810520 


A SECURE 

• Hotel - 

Swelflyeti 




f.O.TEL 
-SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
40* GASTRONOMY . 


| All Suites Hotel 
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Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE 1 

Sweifiyeh 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film ttt 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO pbotw 

30% larger 

Ffmm •afarfp 

20 x 30 em 


Bank. Phone: 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 
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REAL ESTATE 
RENTALS 


You *v Seen The 
Rest Now Try The 

Best 

Widest Selection Most 
Reasonable Retes 
Newer, Cleaner, More 
Lavishly Furnished or 
unfurnished Villas and 
Apartments 

FULL SERVICE REAL 
ESTATE ORGANIZATION 


RENTA 



CAR 


AT A RELIABLE PRICE 
TEL : 819676 
ABDOUN 
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EIHinSE RESTAURANT 
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Um CoomrcXl Centre 
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MBNG-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pjn. 
6:30 - 11:30 p.m. 

* YeU 861 


JON’S SAWN 


English 

Speaking I 
Staff 




Duraclean 


" Flower Fresh " cleaning 
for homes and businesses 


m 

CARPET CLEANING 
FURNITURE CLEANING 



TEL 836692 



Ifsgstaurcuit <Sj; t Tapa& 

Open T)aily.' 
from 

12a-.ni. - 12p.m. 

Jehel tAmnmn, 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 61 



Haute Cuisine Italo-Med 

ME BEST FOOD INGREDIENTS IN THE WORLD 
THE MOST FASHIONABLE RESTAURANT IN AMMAN 


Big Claims 1 Real Stories 


LOmyWtD: GUITAR + mNO 

JD 10.00 (+ +) Tel: 863944 


jUUi J 

FOR RENT 


I Deluxe VIDas I 
& Apartments] 
IiAbmJ 

sanabeH 

REAL ESTATEl 

TcL 864230 

Fax. 8642311 



If We Don't Have It 
We Will Make It i 


AIKIDO"* 







Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonabie Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 



W 


Unique gold & gems jewelry. 
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Agassi takes over world No. 1 slot 


TOKYO (AP) — Andre 
Agassi ended Pete Sampras' 
82 weeks atop the world ten- 


nis rankings before even step- 
ping on the court for the 
Japan open, while seeds Mar- 


tin Damm and Jonathan- 
Stark suffered first-round up- 
sets Monday. 

In rankings released Mon- 
day by the ATP Tour, Agassi 
led Samprass 4,403 points to 


4,216, capping a 12-month 
period in which he had won 


period in which he had won 
seven tournaments, including 
the U.S. and Australian 
Opens. 

Sampras slipped behind 
when his points for winning 
the 1994 Japan Open became 
more than a year old and 
dropped out of the computer. 
Agassi won their last meet- 
ing. March 26 in the Lipton 
Championships. 

Sampras still could regain 
the No. 1 spot by doing well 
this week in a tournament in 
Barcelona, Spain, where be is 


Meanwhile, Australia's 
Scott Draper, who has been a 
winner on his local satellite 
tour, ousted No. 10 seed 
Jonathan Stark of the United 
States 6-3, 7-6 (7-5), and 
Dutch player Stephan Note- 
boom trounced ninth-seeded 
Martin Damm of the Czech 
Republic 6-3, 6-1. 

Draper scored his key 
breaks while leading 4-3 in 
the first set and at 4-4 in the 


debreak. 

American Jeff Tarango, 
the 13th seed, beat Japan's 
Satoshi Iwabuchi 6-1, 6-3, 
and 14th seed Greg Rusedski 
of Canada, using his big 
serve and angled volleys, 
defeated Australian Paul KH- 
deny 6-3, 6-3. 

No other men’s seeds were 
in action Monday. Second 
seed Michael Chang, No. 6 in 

the latest world rankings, had 


a bye. So did the next six 
seeds — Wayne Ferreira of 
South Africa, Jim Courier of 
the United States, Thomas 


Enqyist and Jonas Bjorkman 
of Sweden, Alexander Vol- 


Leading ATP r ankin g s 


preparing on day for the 
French Open — if Agassi 


does poorly in the Japan 
Open, on the hard courts of 
Tokyo's Ariake Colosseum. 

Agassi, with a first-round 
bye. does not play until 
Wednesday. 


1. Andre Agassi (U.S.) 

2. Pete Sampras (U.S.) 

3. Boris Becker (Gennwy) 

4. Sergj Bmguera (Spain) 

5. Yevgeny Kafelnikov (Russia) 

6. Michael Chang (U.S.) 

7. Alberto Berasategni (Spain) 

8. Michael Stich (Germany) 

9. Goran Ivanisevic (Croatia) 

10 Wayne Ferreira (South Africa) 

11. Todd Martin (U.S.) 

12. Magnus Larsson (Sweden) 

13. Richard Krajicek (Netherlands) 

14. Andrei Medvedev (Ukraine) 

15. Jim Courier (U.S.) 

16. Stefan Edberg (Sweden) 

17. Thomas Muster (Austria) 

18. Marc Rosset (Switzerland) 

19. Andrea Gandenzi (Italy) 

20. Thomas Enqvist (Sweden) 


4,403 points 
4,216 
3,274 
2^56 

2,538 

2,519 

2,479 

2,467 

2494 

2,030 

1,974 

1,902 

1,898 

1,869 

1439 

1,786 

1,748 

1406 

I486 

1,299 


Martinez beats 
Sabatini in straight sets 


AMELIA ISLAND (AP) — 
Conchita Martinez capital- 
ised on an overpowering First 
set to win her second straight 
tournament, routing Gab- 
riela Sabatini 6-1. 6-4 Sunday 
in the final of the Bausch and 
Lomb Championship. 

Martinez, who a week ago 
won the Family Circle Maga- 
zine Cup at Hilton Head Is- 
land, South Carolina, sent 
the Argentine star to her 
third consecutive loss in the 
Bausch and Lomb final. 

Martinez won in 74 mi- 
nutes. with the first set taking 
but 25 minutes. 

•it was important to get off 
to a fast start, especially with 
the crowd behind her.” said 
Martinez, the top seed who is 
ranked No. 4 in the world. “I 
don't mind the fans cheering 
for her. but it does bother me 
some when_they cheer my 
-mistakes." 

Sabatini. rankedseventh in 
the world, appeared ready to 
take the second set when she 
broke the Spaniard in the 
eighth game to make it 4-4. 
But Martinez broke the fol- 
lowing game and held serve 
to win the match after Sabati- 
ni's backhand lob landed in 
the net. 

"I played a couple games 
too passive in that second set 
and she took advantage of 


that.*' said Martinez, who has 
beaten Sabatini three times in 
a row. "After she won my 
serve at love. I tried ro get 
more aggressive and chal- 
lenge her more, especially 
her backhand." 

The last two years Sabatini 
lost to another Spaniard. 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario. in 
the finals of this event. Saba- 
tini won the title in 1989. 
1991 and 1992. 

“That first set went really 
fast. I just never got into it.” 
Sabatini said. “I played bet- 
ter in the second set and was 
able to move her around 
more and score points. Then 
I lost my concentration at the 
end and she took those last 
games and the match.” 

Sabatini said Martinez 
could well become the 
world's premier female play- 
er. . .. .. 

“She has the game and the 
mental toughness to get to 
No. 1 Sabatini said. “If she 
stays consistent and con- 
tinues to play like she has. 
she could move into the top 
spot.” 

The second-seeded team of 
Amanda Coetzer of South 
Africa and Ines Gor- 
rochategui of Argentina won 
the doubles championship 
with a 6-2. 3-6, 6-2 win over 
top-seeded Nicole Arendt of 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Location Shmeisani. near Bird’s Garden. Deluxe building, 
3 bedrooms,' salon, sitting, dining, tel., separate central 
heating, 4th floor with lift. Rent U.S.Sl 0.000 per annum. 

Ref. Owner Arch Dr. W. Abidi 
Tel. 664950 - 698100 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 5-10 p.m. 


A U.S. consulting company is looking for an Administrative Assistant for a 
large, USAID-funded project within the Ministry of Water and Irrigation . 

Duties include, but are not limited to, the following : 

Supervise administrative staff; coordinate contractual matters; work with the 
project accountant on Financial activities; draft all administrative correspondence; 
prepare and edit all administrative reports; prepare bi-annual budgets; prepare 
and track management activity forecasts . 

Qualifications : 

B.A. Degree in Business Management, Communications. Social Science, or 
appropriate discipline; at least 6 years professional experience, with experience in 
a supervisory position preferred; knowledge of AID and AID contract regulations; 
some accounting or financial management exf3erier.ee; experience producing and 
editing reports; knowledge of Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel required, electronic 
mail and project management systems preferred; interest in environmental issues; 
must be self-motivated and able to work independently; excellent written and 
spoken English communication skills. 

Please send resume to : 

DAI WQIC project. P.O.Box 851532. 

A1 Suwefiyah 11185, Amman . 

Closing date for resumes is April 23. 3995. AO T _ H 
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WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH H1RSCH 


WHAT THE EXPERTS PLAY 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals 

NORTH 
tJ64 
? A 10 8 
: 9 S 6 
♦ AK62 

WEST EAST 

+AKQ85 *9732 
“ J 3 ? $ 7 


v K Q 7 4 3 :• 10 5 

*3 * J 10 9 7 5 

SOUTH 
• 10 

? K Q 9 5 4 2 
A J 2 
+ Q 8 4 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

I * Pass 1 C 1 * 

Dbl 3 * 4 T 4 * 


of Sweden, Alexander Vol- 
kov of Russia and Jan 
Siemerink of the Nether- 
lands. 

Tommy Ho of the United 
States beat Marcos Ondruska 
of South Africa 6-3, 6-3, Car- 
seen Aniens of Germany 
downed Leander Paes of In- 
dia 7-5, 6-3, Jan Apell of 
Sweden defeated American 
Jim Grabb 7-6 (7-3), 7-6 (7-3) 
and Japan's Koutaro Miyachi 
ousted American David Pate 
6-2, 2-6. 6-3. 

Japan's No. 1 male player, 
Shuzo Matsuoka, let a match 



Andre Agassi 


No. 6 seed Yone Kamio of 
Japan beat Janette Husarova 
of Slovakia 6-3, 6-2. 


point slip away at 5-4 in the 
final set before winning 4-6, 


final set before winning 4-6, 
6-3, 7-6 (7-5). 

In the women's - section, 
top seed Kimiko Date, rank- 
ed eighth in the world, 
started her quest for her 
fourth consecutive Japan 
Open title by beating 
Japanese compatriot Yuka 
Yoshida 6-2, 6-4. 

No. 3 seed Marianne Wet- 
del Witmeuer of the United 
States overpowered Japan's 
Ai Sugiyama 6-3, 6-4, and 


Rennae Stubbs of Austra- 
lia beat Noe lie Van Lottum 
of France 6-4, 6-4, and Park 
Sung-Hee of South Korea 
downed Japan's Hiromi 
Nagano 6-4, 7-5. 


The men's singles winner 
receives 5156,000 from total 
prize money of $1 .2 million. 

The women’s division 
offers only a 525,000 top 
prize. After Date, the next 
highest-ranking woman in the 
field is American Amy Fra- 
zier, ranked 16th. 


the United States and Manon 
Bollegraf of the Netherlands. 
Muster beats Costa 


In Lisbon. Portugal. Tho- 
mas Muster overcame a 
queasy stomach and a blister- 
ing sun Sunday to beat 
Spain's Alberto Costa 6-4, 
6-2 and claim the title at the 
5575.000 Estoril Open. 

It was the 19th career clay 
court title for the 27-year-old 
Austrian, the most by any 
player on the slow stuff since 
the ATP Tour began in 1990. 

He outduelled the 19-year- 
old Spaniard for 80 minutes 
to earn 577,000 for his second 
title of the year and 25th of 
his career. 

“I think 1 should have play- 
ed better. I had an upset 
stomach.” Muster said upon 
accepting the open's Portu- 
guese porcelain cup. “But 
I'm very happy.” 

Costa, the 1993 European 
junior champion and ranked 
58th by the ATP Tour, fared 
well against Muster early in 
the match on the centre court 
of the national stadium be- 
tween Lisbon and the Riviera 
Resort of Estoril. 

The first games were char- 
acterised by conservative 
play by both men. with few 
approaches to the net and 
many lengthy baseline rallies. 

In the fifth game of the first 
set. Costa saved three break 
points. But in the seventh 
game, the Austrian sent Cos- 
ta running back and foijh 
across the baseline, broke his 
serve for a 4-3 lead and 
served out for the set. 

In the second set. Costa 
appeared frustrated and fati- 
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Conchita Martinez 


gued. losing his serve to Mus- 
ter in the first game. 

The Spaniard rallied by 
breaking Muster in the 
second game and saved five 
jbreak points in the third. 
llh.Lhe fifth -garae.-Muster 
broke Costa to lead 3-2. 
•From that point dn. the Spa- 
niard lost rhythm and every 
game as Muster cruised to 
victory. 

Costa, who is not related to 
last year's Estoril Open win- 
ner. Carlos Costa, was vying 


for his first ATP Tour title. 
The Estoril Open was his 
second final in thre weeks 
after reaching the final at the 
Grand Prix Hassan II in 
Casablanca. Morocco three 
weeks earlier. , 

In the doubles final. Rus- 
sian top-seeds Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov and Adnrei 
Olhovskiy came from behind 
to defeat the duo formed by 
German Marc Goellner and 
Italian Diego Nargiso 5-7, 
7-5. 6-2. 


DUTY-FREE CAR FOR SALE 


Embassy of India wishes to sell a duty-free Mercedes 
Benz 200-E Sedan, model 1991, air-conditioned with 
automatic gears, radio cassette player etc., in excellent 
condition, regularly maintained by Mercedes Benz agents 
in Amman; milleage 11000 kms. 

May be inspected at Embassy of India premises 
(First Circle, Jabal Amman, telephone No. 
622098/637262) between 9-12 noon and 2:30-4:00 


p.m. on any working day (Friday and Saturday 
closed). Expected price: U.S41 7,000. 


FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 


Nice location, Shmeisani, ground floor, part of a villa, small 
garden, yard and private entrance. Two bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, kitchen, dining, reception and sitting room. 
Private telephone, excellent furniture. 

For more information, telephone 663888 
from 2-3 p^n. 


Instituto Cervantes 

Spanish Language Courses 

ALL LEVELS 


Courses start on April 17, 1995 
Registration opens as of April 10, 1995. 

Instituto Cervantes: Jabal Amman, 
Third Circle, Tel. 610858 


Pass Pass 
Opening lead: King of * 

After polling some 100 expens, 
The Bridge Warid\m> published the 
1934 version or "Bridge World Stan- 
dard"— a consensus of what meth- 
ods are preferred these days. 
Readers of this column can obtain a 
copy by sending a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope to the magazine 


at 39 West 94th St-. New York, N.Y. 
1002S-7124. (Put on a second stamp 
and the magazine's book catalog will 
be included.) 

. One of the new conventions add- 
ed is the "Support Double." When 
there is an opposing overcall after a 
major-suit response, a double by 
opener shows a three-card fit for 
responder's suit and is not for penal- 
ties. The corollary, therefore, is that 


EUROPEAN BASKETBALL 

Greek teams lead Spanish invasi 


ZARAGOZA, Spain (R) — 
Athens comes to Spain this 
week as Olympiakos and 
Panathinaikos. the Colossi of 
Greek basketball, head a 
four-way clash in the final 
stage of the European Cham- 
pion Dubs' competition. 

The Greeks, who topped 
their respective qualifying 
groups and enjoy a fanatical 
rivalry, lock homs in a poten- 
tially explosive semifinal on 
Tuesday night. 

The winenrs take on either 
Spain's Real Madrid or 
Limoges of France, who get 
Europe's top tournament 
under way in the other semi- 
final earlier in the day. 

Olympiakos, who lost last' 
year's final by a single basket 
to Spain's Joventut Badalo- 
na, are narrow favourites to 
win the competition. 

Both Greek teams have 
ploughed money into build- 
ing up squads which, on their 
day, are capable of beating 
any team in Europe. 

Olympiakos have an array 
of domestic and foreign ta- 
lent but will rely on veteran 
NBA pointscorer Eddie 
Johnson in attack, and 
George Sigalis, back after 


breaking a leg, in defence. 

Key playmaker Thymios 
Bakatsias has also recently 
returned from a broken leg. 

If Olympiakos have an 
Achilles heel it is against 
Limoges, a team they have 
never beaten in any Euro- 
pean competition and to 
whom they lost twice during 
the season. 

Panathinaikos. who 
finished third last year, have 
had to rebuild their team 
following the retirement of 
the country's top player Nick 
Galiis earlier this season. 

Their title campaign has 
been headed by Montenegrin 
forward Zarko Paspalj and 
Greek national captain 
Panayotis Yannakis. 

The Greek teams arrived 
in Zaragoza on Sunday for a 
weekend training session in 
the Principe Felipe Stadium 
and brought with them 
armies of fans with a reputa- 
tion for trouble at key games. 

Over 3,000 Greeks have 
made the trip west and Span- 
ish police are taking no 
chances. More than 1.000 
officers have been drafted 
into Zaragoza, where last 
week they had to deal with 
rioting soccer fans from En- 


glish dub Chelsea. -M 
Real Madrid, nuu^g, 
in the group A qua»*^ 
round, rely on the he' 
Lithuanian Arvidas S 
and the point-scori 
wing-pivot Joe Arinin 
They are coached bvSKl; 
ko Obradovic, seeks 
third European triu"*** 
four years, all with c 
dubs. HRF 



In 1992 he took 
Belgrade to the T 
tide and last year 

Joventut Badalona 

cess. •»3BE' 

When Obradovic 
out in 1993, it was Li 
who took the title, theps 
French team ever to 
They bring l,2Q0j§|a 
across the Pyrenees a nllp 
be looking to Amelia 
Michael Young and ftfe 
NBA player Tim Kempmfc 
lead their attack. 


“We're going to witip&e 
title,” Kempton says. “We've 
beaten Olympiakos twice this 
season, once in Greece, 
which shows what we're' 
worth. We're capable of win- 
ning in Zaragoza and we’re 
not going there just to make 
up the numbeis.” 



*u ; v. 


till 


Pacers crush Hornets; Spurs win again 


INDIANAPOLIS (R) — The 
Indiana Pacers put on an 
awesome display of defensive 
.basketball Sunday as they 
icrushed the Hornets 97-68 to 
move three games ahead of 
second-place Charlotte in the 
Central Division. 

Never before in Indiana 
franchise history had the Pac- 
ers held an opponent under 
70 points and Charlotte had 
never scored fewer points in a 
game. 

“I told them (the players) 
this is- the best defensive 
game I can remember ever 
being part of.” said veteran 
Indiana head coach Larry 
Brown. 

“I’m about as proud as any 
coach can possibly be," 
added Brown, whose team 
halted Charlotte's three- 
game winning streak with its 
ninth victory in 11 games. 

RikSmits scored 18 points 
and Reggie . Miller added ■ 16 
to pace the Pacers, who kept 
Charlotte under 20 points in 
all but the third quarter. 

Larry Johnson scored 24 
points and Alonzo Mourning 


added 19 points and 12 re- 
bounds for Charlotte, which 
did not score a single point 
for the first 6:19 of the fourth 
quarter. 

At Los Angeles, David 
Robinson scored 26 points, 
pulled down 18 rebounds and 
blocked eight shots as the- 
seemingly unstoppable San 
Antonio Spurs cruised their 
15th straight win with a 101- 
87 triumph over the Lakers. 

The Spurs, with the best 
record In the NBA at 56-18. 
extended their Midwest Divi- 
sion lead over second-place 
Utah to 3-f/i games. 

Vinny Del Negro, who 
scored 14 of his 22 points in 
the first quarter, and J.R. 
Reid combined for 11 points 


in a 15-3 run as the Spars 
turned a 14-14 tie into a 29-17 


lead. 

Cedric Ceballos led Los 
Angeles with 26 points and 
Made Divac added 18 points 
and 17 rebounds. 

In Cleveland, the Cavaliers 
survived a late Chicago rally 
to edge the Bulls 79-78 when 
Michael Jordan missed a 28- 
footer at the buzzer. 

Mark Price scored 20 
points to lead the Cavs, who 
snapped Chicago’s six-game 
winning streak and ended 
their ■own four-game slide. 

After the Bulls were out- 
scored 20-9 in the third quar- 
ter, Jordan led the comeback 
to finish with a game-high 21 
points. 



RESULTS 


> 

Indiana 

97 

Charlotte 

68 


Boston 

..no . 

Washington . 

98 4 

i 

Cleveland 

79- 

Chicago 

78 V 

■» 

Milwaukee 

102 • 

'Atlanta 

99 j 

A' 

Phoenix 

104 

Portland 

94 

i 

Houston 

123 

Denver 

120 

-V 

San Antonio 

101 

L.A. Lakers 

87 
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SRI LANKAN YOUTH LEAGUE WOULD LIKE 
TO INVITE TO CELEBRATE NEW YEAR 
FESTIVAL ON APRIL 14TH, 1995 




TIME : 2.00-8. 00P.M. 

PLACE: AL SAYAGH HALL, ABDALI 
MUSIC:LANKA LIONS MUSICAL GROUP 
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a raise guarantees four-card sup- 
port. The gadget was a key element 
on this deal. 

Without it. North might have 
passed, rather than boost hearts 
with a balanced minimum and only 
three-card support. East's preemp- 
tive raise might then have bought 
the hand. Rather than settle for a 
small penalty from four spades. 
South competed to the five-level be- 


cause the hands appeared to fit well. 

West started with two rounds of 
spades, declarer raffing the second. 
’After drawing trumps in two 
rounds, declarer crossed to dummy 
with the king of clubs to raff the 
re m ai n i n g spade. The queen and ace 
of clubs were cashed and, although 
the suit didn't break favorably, the 
groundwork for an endplay had 
been completed. Declarer led tbe 


nine of diamonds. East played to* 
(covering would not have hek*® 
declarer would have inserted 
jack) and West was stuck for a 
exit card on winning the queen- A 
diamond return would be into 
darer's tenace and a spade wooU- 
allow declarer to raff in dummy 
discard the dfairmn j ioxer fto® 
band. Either way, 11 cricks werti®, 
tbe bank. 



Cjiema Tel.: 634144 I 'Cinema Tel.: 699238 

PHILADELPHIA I PLAZA , 


Tom Hanks 
in 

Forrest Gump 

Shows: 1230, 3:15, fi:15, 9:15 


Fifi Abdo & Kama! Shinnawi 
Wahid Seif. in 

PENRLTY 

Shows:1 2aoa30 1 5.&30330.1ft30 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD <1’ 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhft & Andadileh 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 6:00. 8:30. II: 00 

CONCORD *2* 

Jean-Claude Van Damm 

STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 12:30, 3-J0, 5:45, 11:00 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


Musa HHazIn “Surn’a" 

in the political satire 



NabH £ hfeham’s Td.: 6231# 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Hi Citizen 

written and directed 


written and directed by 
Mohammad AI Shawaqfa 
daily on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes on Monday 

— Haifa AI Agha in the 
children’s play 

^ SaW* Return ☆☆ 


Shows of “Qirbeh 
Makhzouqa” will 
be stopped from 
now until further 
notice. 


The political satire: ..J 
AL SALAM YA SALAltt 

at 8:30 pm 

For reservation, please cal ; 

825155 

The theatre la dosed * .. 
Saturdays & Sunday* 
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Former Argentine National team’s goalkeeper Luis 
Alberto Islas of Independiente jumps to the ball 


during a practice session for the JAL Cup ’95 at the 
National Stadium in Tokyo (AFP photo) 
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Death of fan overshadows FA Cup semifinal 
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WALSALL, England (Agen- 
cies) — Police said Monday 
that soccer fan Paul Nixon 
died under the wheels of a 
.bus during a brawl between 

■ Manchester L^nited and Crys- 
tal Palace supporters before 
their FA Cup semifinal. 

■ Three men were arrested 
in connection with the inci- 
dent which happened Sunday 
on a parking lot outside a 
pub. But Supt. John Plimmer 
said that 35-year-old Nixon, a 
Palace fan, died of multiple 
injuries after falling under 
the front wheels of a moving 
bus carrying Palace suppor- 
ters. 

The Football Association, 
meanwhile, was meeting in 
London to decide whether to 
call off Wednesday's replay 
'between the two ’two clubs 
following Sunday's 2-2 tie. 

West Midlands police, who 
advised the FA to go ahead 
with the replay as planned, 
said three men arrested were 
all from the Manchester area 
and were aged 27, 28 and 29. 

“The -trouble caused by a 
nucleus of imbeciles who had 
been drinking," Plimmer 
said. 

Another Palace fan was 
stabbed and seriously wound- 
ed in the brawl, which in- 
volved about 100 fans wield- 
ing bricks, stones, bottles and 
glasses. 

Witnesses said the fight 
erupted after an exchange of 
taunts regarding Eric Canto- 
na, the Manchester United 
star who launched a kung-fu- 
style attack on a Palace fan 
on Jan. 25 at Seihurst Park. 

That incident intensified 


A 


w 
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the usual rivalry between the 
two sets of fans. Sunday's 
game was the first time the 
■two teams had met since that 
Seihurst Park match. 

Cantona was given a 14- 
day prison sentence after 
pleading guilty to the attack 
in January, but a judge later 
reduced that to 120 hours 
community service. 

Two busloads of fans had 
arrived at the pub in a quiet 
residential area a few hours 
beforee the game. 

“They just went beserk." 
said Julie Butler, who lives 
nearby. “They were throwing 
glasses and bottles and they 
were ripping off the bricks 
and big stones and trying to 
smash them into smaller ones 
to hurl at people." 

It was the latest in a cata- 
logue of recent incidents in- 
volving English fans and part 
of a resurgence in soccer 
hooliganism. 

When England played Ire- 
land in an exhibiton game in 
Dublin in February, English- 
fans -.started ripping up seats 
and hurling them at fans sea- 
ted below. The game was 
abandoned after only 27 mi- 
nutes. 

Chelsea fans have been 
arrested for starting trouble 
in Belgium and Spain this 
season. 

FA spokesman Mike Par- 
ryt said he was “horrified” by 
Sunay's incident but it was 
too early to say whether 
Wednesday’s game would go 
ahead as scheduled. 

Earlier this year, Italian 
officials called off an entire 
weekend's schedule of games 


following the stabbing death 
of a Genoa fan. 

Everton await final oppo- 
nents 

Meanwhile, Everton. who 
are not yet safe from Premier 
League relagation, forgot 
thsoe worries to reach the 
F.A. Cup final with a 4-1 
annihilation of highly-fancied 
Tottenham at Elland Road 
on Sunday. 

But they will have to wait 
to discover whether they will 
play holders Manchester Un- 
ited in a repeat of the 1985 
final or fellow-strugglers 
Crystal Palace at Wembley 
on May 20. 

Palace, who at 19th place 
are just one below Everton in 
the Premier League relega- 
tion zone, held United to a 
2-2 extra time draw in the 
other semifinal at Villa Park. 

But while the outcome of 
that semifinal was always in 
doubt, there was no doubting 
it was to be Everton’s day 
once they kicked off at a 
grountfwhere thfeyjhrSve'riot ' 
won for 43 years. 

They attacked Tottenham 
from the first whistle and left 
manager Joe Royle beaming 
afterwards. “We played a lot 
of very good football and we 
never let them settle. I was 
very proud of my team and 
we beat Tottenham on merit. 

“We were so eager to play 
that even Daniel Amokachi 
came on as substitute for Paul 
Rideout when Paul was in- 
jured on the sideline signall- 
ing he was okay to come back 
on. But Amokachi got on 
quick before anyone could 


stop him and scored twice 
himself. That’s what it was all 
about." 

As well as Amokacht’s 
goals in the last 10 minutes. 
Everton also scored through 
Matthew Jackson and Gra- 
ham Stuart to reach their fifth 
final in 11 years. 

Tottenham manager Gerry 
Frances was downhearted 
afterwards. "We never did 
ourselves justice. There were 
too many players who didn't 
perform as well as they can 
but all credit to Everton. 
They deserved it." 

Tottenham's only consola- 
tion was a 63rd minute penal- 
ty from Juergen Klinsmann, 
whose dream of becoming 
the first German since Bert 
Trautmann in 1956 to play in 
English soccer’s showpiece 
occasion was swept aside by 
Everton’s determination. 
Shearer voted top player 

Alan Shearer's immense 
contribution to Blackburn's 
pending Premiership title 
success was recognised by his 
fellow professionals, who 
voted him their player of the 
year on Sunday. 

England striker Shearer, 
who has scored more than 30 
League goals in successive 
season, collected the Profes- 
sional Footballers’ Associa- 
tion (PFA) ward from his 
club manager Kenny Dalg- 
lish, the guest of honour and 
a former winner himself. 

He was voted number one 
ahead of Southampton's 
Matthew Le Tissier and Tot- 
tenham’s Jurgen Klinsmann, 
to succeed last year's winner 
Eric Cantona. 


Juventus suffer rare setback as 
‘spotlight falls on Gascoigne 


PARIS (AFP) - The battle 
for supremacy in European 
league football took a back 
seat to the long awaited re- 
turn of slimline Paul Gas- 
coigne on Sunday. 

The spotlight fell on Lazio, 
out of contention for Italian 
league honours but hoping 
for a UEFA Cup place, who 
were at home to Reggiana in 
the Italian League. 

While the Serie A’s top 
two sides Juventus and Par- 
ma both crashed to defeat, 
2-1 to Torino and 3-2 to AC 
Milan respectively, the focus 
was on a Gascoigne, reco- 
vered from broken right leg. 
who lasted the entire game to 
help Lazio win 2-0 at home. 

The 27-year-old star of En- 
gland's 1990 World Cup cam- 
paign, who has shed an asto- 
nishing 44lbs during his latest 
fight for fitness, also 
appeared with his head 
shaved, copying the style of 
Juventus striker Ginaluca 
Vialli. 

He dodged the press after- 
wards but Reggiana oppo- 
nent Angelo Gregucci did the 
talking for him, saying: “I 
was impressed, particularly 
because he finished so strong- 
ly." 

Lazio's goals both came in 
the second half, with the pro- 
lific Guiseppe Signori sealing 
the result with 13 minutes to 
go with his 14th strike of the 
season. 

Sunday’s win will consoli- 
date the club's battle for a 
place in next season's UEFA 
Cup. keeping rhem in fifth on 
44 points. Juventus still lead 
on 58 points to Parma's 49. 
with Milan joining AS Roma, 
who drew 0-0 at Napoli, on 
45. 

"Gazza" will hope to make 
his mark quickly in Lazio's 
challenge after a disastrous 
run of injuries threatened to 
end his career. He tore knee 
ligaments in the 1991 English 
FA Cup final for Tottenham, 
then injured the knee again 
in a Newcastle nightclub five 
months later. 

Lazio bought him for a 
cut-price 5.5 million pounds 
in June 1992, but Gascoigne 
lasted just 45 minutes of his 
debut before injuring the 
knee yet again. His latest 
freak injury came while train- 


ing with the team on April 7 
last year. 

AC Milan, meanwhile, 
fresh from a fine 1-0 away 
win over Paris Saint Germain 
in the European Champions 
Cup semi-final, stunned 
second-placed Parma on Sun- 
day with two goals in the 
opening quarter-of-an-hour 
from Gianluigi Lentini and 
from Marco Simone with a 
spot-kick. 

Ginafranco Zola replied 
with a penalty of his own but 
Simone’s second after 52 mi- 
nutes was the clincher, de- 
spite another Zola penalty 
seven minutes from time. 

Veteran international 
Milan defender Franco Bare- 
si was sent off for a profes- 
sional foul on Scefano Fiore 
with half-an-hour to play. 

Juventus’ Turin derby de- 
feat. meanwhile, bore the 
trademark of Ruggiero Riz- 
zitetli. who grabbed a double 
with 6th and 33rd minute 
goals, the second a header 
from a Jocelyn Angioma 
cross. 

The home side, who also 


Bayern, who had to recall 
35-year-old Hansi Pfiuger to 
make up the numbers, 
earned their 13th draw of the 
season with an equaliser on 
half time from Mehmet 
Scholl. 

Uwe Spies grabbed two of 
Freiburg’s goals, one after six 
minutes and the other with 
four minutes to go. 

Bayer Leverkusen mean- 
while. who earlier on Satur- 
day sacked Serbian coach 
Dragoslav Stepanovic after 
the side's 2-1 defeat to Parma 
-in the UEFA Cup, beat 
Borussia Moenchengiadbach. 
fifth in the Bundesliga, 3-1. 

Andreas Thom, Ulf Kir- 
sten and Brazilian Sergio — 
with a final-minute strike — 
got Leverkusen's goals. 

In Spain Real Madrid held 
on to their six-point lead at 
the top of the table ahead of 
La Coruna when they beat 
Real Zaragoza 3-0 at home, 

Zaragoza looked fatigued 
from their 3-0 defeat of 
Chelsea in Thursday’s Euro- 
pean Cup Winners’ Cup 
semi-final first leg. 


were held to a l-l draw in 
their Nou Camp stadium by 
Real Sociedad a results that 
drops them seven points be- 
hind rivals Real Madrid in 
the table. 

Bulgarian striker Hristo 
Stoichkov made his return 
after his ban from the side by 
coach Johan Cruyff for his 
public criticism of Barcelona 
following the European Cup 
quarter-final defeat to Pans 
St. Germain. 

He celebrated with a spec- 
tacular score in the 61st mi- 
nute but the goal was cancel- 
led out on the 90th minute 
when Dutch defender Ronald 
Koeman deflected the ball 
into his own net for 
Sociedad's equalised. 

In France unbeaten league 
leaders Nantes were comfort- 
able 2-0 winners over bottom 
club Sochaux. but Paris St. 
Germain's dismal week con- 
tinued with another defeat 
here. 

Names widened the gap at 
the top to 12 points after the 
win. secured by Japhet 
N' Do ram and French inter- 


EUROPEAN SOCCER ROUNDUP 


ended with ren men when 
Portuguese player Paulo 
Sousa was sent off midway 
through the second half for 
an off-the-bail incident, re- 
sponded through Roberto 
Baggio on 22 minutes. 

The leaders had been ham- 
pered by injuries to key strik- 
ers Ginaluca Vialli and Fabri- 
zio Ravanelli. 

In Germany Borussia 
Dortmund came down to 
earth after their European 
expoilts and handed Werder 
Bremen the perfect chance to 
join them at the top of the 
Bundesliga by drawing 0-0 at 
Schalke. 

That left the leaders, who 
drew 2-2 away with Juventus 
in the UEFA Cup in mid- 
week, on 37 points. Werder 
saw off Munich 1860 2-2 to 
join the leaders on 37 points. 

Freiburg, meanwhile, took 
the opportunity to edge clos- 
er with a 3-0 win over visiting 
Duisburg, joining Kaisers- 
lautern, who drew 1-1 at 
injury-plagued Bayern 
Munich, on 34. r 


Real Madrid scored though 
Raul (20-min), Chilian strik- 
er Ivan Zamora no (76), and 
Slovakian Peter Dubovsky 
(80) and the victory could 
well have been heavier had 
Zamorano not missed a 
penalty. 

Second placed La Coruna 
beat Tenerife 4-1 thanks to 
three goals from Brazilian 
striker Bebeto in the 6th. 
32nd and 75th minute with 
another scored by midfielder 
Francisco Javier Gonzales in 
the 78th. 

Reigning champions Bar- 
celona, third in the table. 


national striker Nicolas 
Oudec. as second-placed 
Lyon drew 1-1 with Lens. 

With six matches to play. 
Nantes are almost certain to 
replace PSG as champions — 
only the mathematics pre- 
vents them being crowned 
already. 

PSG coach Luis Fernandez 
paid the price for resting all 
but two of the side who lost 
1-0 to AC Milan in the Euro- 
pean Cup semi-final, first leg 
at the Parc Des Princes on 
Wednesday night. 

The reduced strength 
squad went down 3-2 to Nice. 


Italian first division scorers 

20 — Gabriel Batistuta (Florentina) 

16 — Abel Balbo (Roma) 

15 — Sandro Tovalieri (Bari), Gianfranco Zola (Parma) 
14 — Giuseppe Signori (Lazio), 

13 — Marco Simone (Milan), Gianluca Vialli (Juventus) 
12 — Ruggiero Rizzitelli (Torino) 

11 — Pierluigi Casiraghi (Lazio) 

10 — Roberto Muzzi (Cagliari), Fabrizio Ravanelli (Juven- 
tus). 


Hill wins Argentinian Grand Prix 


BUENOS AIRIES (AFP) — 
Britain’s Damon Hill drove 
to the 10th win of his career 
in the Argentinian Formula 
One Grand Prix here Sun- 
day, six seconds dear of 
Frenchman Jean Alesi with 
world champion Michael 
Schumacher 33 seconds adrift 
in third place. 

Alesi’s Ferrari was a con- 
stant threat to Hill, stalking 
the Williams driver for nearly 


50 of the 72 laps, while Schu- 
macher was written out of the 
script early on after a dis- 
astrous tyre change. 

The bitter duel between 
Schumacher and Hill that 
dominated last season never 
emerged in the first Grand 
Prix in Argentina since 1981. 

The race had to be re- 
started after an accident on 
the first bend damaged a 


number of cars although no 
driver was hurt. Alesi. Oli- 
vier Panis (Ligier) and 
Rubens Banichello (Jordan) 
had to re-start in reserve cars. 

Luckily the rain that swept 
the track for the last three 
days, rending official practice 
a lottery, was held at bay. 

Alesi, 30. who has never 
won a grand prix in 87 races, 
came second for the fifth time 
as Ferrari consolidated their 


hold on the constructors' 
championship after two 
races. 

Hill with his 10th win in 36 
grand prix, confirms Wil- 
liam's potential for the new 
season and cohsoled him for 
his ill-luck in the Brazilian 
Grand Prix two weeks ago 
which he controlled before 
suspension trouble forced 
him out. 


[Olympic 
■[officials want 
jto assure 
- v • „ [China's 

[participation 
[jn ‘96 

JORLANDO (AP) — U.S. 

7%. --gjS Olympic officials said Sunday 

l? '*: they were taking extraordin- 

.} ary steps to ensure China 
[Sends a team to the 1996 
~ _ Summer Games in Atlanta, a 

inp that could be jeopardized 
^ j v .Zl by criticism of drug use by 

__ Chinese athletes. 

' ;• Those concerns were 

heightened last week when 
lhe Chinese sports minister 
. cancelled a meeting with 
U.S. Olympic Committee 
. ?*"C V ' leaders at the committee's 
— Vr w headquarters in Colorado 

Springs. Colorado, according 
to John Krimsky, the 
J LTSOC’s interim executive 
director. 

"’ That meeting, scheduled 
for Tuesday, was to have 
; discussed details of a joint 
;American-Chinese agree- 
■ment on Olympic training 
land preparations. Modelled 
[after a. precedent-setting 
•accord signed with Moscow 
! almost a decade ago, it would 
[include reciprocal drug- 
nesting programmes and 
'swaps of training and admi- 
nistrative information. 




•K.15- 




j, : . Krimsky said he was now 
convinced that the last- 
minute announcement by Wu 
;Shaozu that he had to skip 
j. -visits to Canada and the Un- 
wjtPjJted States was unrelated to 
7 A ti*Tumb!ings about Chinese 
• P 0, ‘ 1 yA^jIrug use 

1 *. “I. had some concern, be- 

if fcause of recent strident state- 
id P ,l71 ‘ oil*** ■ tnents from Canada," Krims- 


Job Opportunity 


AMIN KAWAR & SONS CO. w.l.l. 


Amin Kawar & Sons Co., Shipping Division, a leader in the shipping 
business in Jordan, has a vacancy for the following positions : 

1. Accountant : 

• Holder of BSc in Accounting from a Jordanian, European or 
American university only. 

• Post graduate work experience of 3-5 years. 

• Good command in English. 

• Has good communication skills and works well with a team. 

2. Claims Adjuster : 

• Holder of a university degree. 

• Excellent command of both written and spoken English is a must. 

• Post graduate work experience in related fields is a plus. 

• PC knowledge is a plus. 

3. Typist : 

• Good command in English. 

• Excellent skills in both English and Arabic typing. 

• Good command of PC's and telex. 


Only prospective candidates who should be self-motivated and hard 
working must mail their supporting documents including a detailed 
curriculum vitae with a recent photograph on the following address 
not later than April 25th, 1995 : 

Human Resources Manager 
P.O.Box 222 
Amman 11118 
Jordan 


All applications will be dealt with full confidentiality 




~jr 


i 





t 


J r 
'.A 

&C i 
ffifi 

In ' 1 ' 

W 

<>r Jt j 

M 


i f: 


tie 0 

f]la? 

W : 

ri :c ■' 

*K e : 

c5; • 

^a?S « 

!j?ci 

SSf»f 

I SS : 

a^n 
tJ c 'f 

1? 

Ss l i 

fW 

*Ja! . 

e «*‘i 

air , 

f*v 

ttlr'i 1 
fcyt | 
Pje <i 
Ve<’ 

F. t tvJ r 

» 

LrJJ 

/|j 

abji 

H! 

•m 

.0, ll 

; y< i • 

,CK » 

■al - 'i 
a’‘ \ 

" r dV. 

F S> 
/** . 
A Ij 
*«, 


7i: 

;« 

c; 

•j* 


L- 


I— •'€ 

c 


. If' 


U 

- r 1 


Li> 

*jl 

*; 

-I 

l> 


12 Mews 



JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 199. 



ENVOYS PRESENT CREDENTIALS: His Royal High- 
ness Prince Hassaa, the Regent, on Monday received 
at the Royal Court the credentials of eight new 
a m bassadors to Jordan. Prince Hassan received in 
separate meetings (clockwise) the credentials of Sing- 


aporean Ambassdor V.K. Rajan, North Korea’s Choe his meeting with the Israeli envoy. Prince Hassan sein’s advisor Mo hammad Rasonl Al KUani and 

Kwang Rae, the Vatican’s Archbishop Giuseppe Laz- voiced hope that peace would prevail in the region and Foreign Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabariti (photos by 

zarotto, Thailand’s Kwanchai Lnbitanonda, Pakis- voiced regret “over the foil of innocent victims.” The Yousef Allan) 

tan’s All Sarwar Naqvi and Yemen’s Hassan Al Lawzi, ceremonies were attended by His Majesty King Hus- 

Malta’s Yves de Barro and Israel's Shimon S hamir . In 



Jordan seeks to reconsolidate 
ties with Arab financial bodies 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan will 
seek to boost its relations 
with Arab financial institu- 
tions and development 
funds to their pre-Gulf cri- 
Tsis level during a meeting in 
Oman beginning on Tues- 
day, Central Bank of Jor- 
dan (CBJ) Governor 
Mohammad Nabulsi said 
Monday. 

Dr. Nabulsi. speaking to 
the Jordan limes shortly 
before he left for the two- 
day meeting, noted that the 
conference would bring 
together Arab finance 
ministers, governors of 
Arab central banks, invest- 
ment institutions and agen- 
cies for an annual review of 
flife performance of Arab 
development funds. 

These will include the 
Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF), the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social De- 
velopment (AFESD), the 
Investment Guarantee Cor- 
poration, and the Arab 


African Bank. Representa- 
tives of funds and agencies 
which are controlled at a 
national level by the Gulf 
states will also attend the 
meeting. 

“Our relations with these 
institutions have been at a 
very low level since the 
1990 Gulf crisis,” Dr. 
Nabulsi said, in an implicit 
reference to the strain in 
Jordan's relations with the 
Gulf states in the wake of 
the August 1990 Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

The strain in relations led 
to a cooling of cooperation 
between the Gulf- 
controlled Arab funds and 
Jordan. 

But. Dr. Nabulsi noted, 
that relations between Jor- 
dan some of the institutions 
had improved since then. 

“I should mention that 
these relations have been 
reactivated very favourably 
during 1994 by two institu- 
tions — the Arab Fund .for 
Economic and Social De- 
velopment and the Arab 
Monetary Fund” the CBJ 


governor said. 

“They have been very 
much attentive to Jordanian 
needs — balance of pay- 
ments as well as project 
financing — that have been 
submitted to them,” he 
said. 

*‘We would like very 
much to see that these rela- 
tionships are consolidated 
so that they are back to the 
levels that prevailed before 
the Gulf crisis,'’ said Dr. 
Nabulsi. 

In October 1994, the 
AMF lent Jordan about $32 
million (eight million Arab 
accounting dinars — the 
currency unit of the fund) 
to help the Kingdom's ba- 
lance of payments. 

It was the first such credit 
from the AMF to Jordan 
since 1990, but was the 
ninth by the fund to the 
Kingdom. It raised to about 
$130 million (30 million 
Arab accounting dinars) the 
total AMF lending to Jor- 
dan. 

The AMF is an Arab 
League body and groups 


most Arab countries. Arab 
central banks, including the 
CBJ, are the shareholders 
of the fund with varying 
shares depending on their 
contribution to the AMF 
capital. 

Dr. Nabulsi served as an 
advisor to the AMF for 
short period in 1989 before 
being brought back as gov- 
ernor of the CBJ. 

As of Dec. 31, 1994, Jor- 
dan’s dues to the AMF 
stood at JD24.5 million, 
official figures show. 

The Kuwait-based 
AFESD lent Jordan about 
$100 million last year. The 
loans will be used to finance 
an expansion programme at 
the Aqaba Thermal Power 
Station and the linkage of 
the national power gnds of 
Jordan and Egypt. 

According to Ministry of 
Finance figures, Jordan 
owes Arab governments 
JD355.8 million; JD 31.6 
million in bilateral loans 
and $324.2 million in loans 
from Arab funds excluding 
the AMF and the AFESD. 


Voter registration begins 
today for municipal polls 

D.. C-l ws-ll : ■ ■ . , .1 „ . 


Amnesty urges radical measures 
to improve human rights in Syria 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In 
Syria, thousands of men 
and women remain in pris- 
on on political grounds at 
the mercy of the govern- 
ment security forces, who 
are subjecting them to 
gross human rights viola- 
tions without any fear of 
accountability. Amnesty 
International said Tuesday. 

“Thousands of these 
political prisoners have 
been denied the right to 
fair trial, scores have simp- 
ly ’disappeared’, others 
continue to be held years 
; after they have fully served 
1 their prison sentences and 
dozens have died in cus- 
jtody, allegedly as a result 
iof torture,” Amnesty said 
, in a report, a copy of which 
was sent to the Jordan 
; Times. 

> It said: 

; For decades, different 
branches of the Syrian 
security forces have special 
powers granted under a 
state of emergency legist a- 
.'tion to arrest political sus- 

■ pects as they wish and hold 
: them secretly for as long as 
: they wish without any -rear 
of being held to account. 

• ■ Security forces act separ- . 

■ ately from each other, rein- 
. forcing the secrecy of de- 
tention and making it diffi- 
i cult for relatives to trace 
, detainees' whereabouts or 
find out any information 

; about them. 

I Relatives frequently end 
l up going from one security 
branch office to another, 
’“searching for news about 
their detained loved ones, 
; 'only to have security offic- 
ers totally deny holding 
their relatives or having 
! any knowledge of their 
, whereabouts. 

Such relatives are left 
with no option but to wait; 

— The family of Riad Ar 
Turk, a prisoner of consci- 
ence arrested in October 
1980 and held without 
charge or trial, waited 13 
years before they were 
allowed to visit him in July 
1993. They have not been 
allowed to see him again. 

■ — The family of Michael 


Sa'adey, a physician re- 
portedly arrested or 
abducted from a street in 
Damascus by two people 
riding in a jeep, have not 
received any official re- 
sponse about his whereab- 
outs. 

— In other cases there 
has been no news at all: 
Walid Ben Khalis Al Hum- 
si, a university student; 
Mohammad Ahmad Al- 
Sha'ar, a doctor; Ihsane 
Ben Murad, a dentist; and 
Muhammad Mustafa Salih 
and Ziyad Mahmoud Al 
Shayekh “disappeared” 
following arrest. 

The first two were re- 
portedly arrested in 1982 in 
Damascus, the third in 
1991 in Hama, and the last 
two during the 1980s in 
Aleppo. 

— Similarly, the families 
of hundreds of detainees 
held in connection with va- 
rious political organisa- 
tions, as well as foreign 
nationals such as Lebanese, 
Palestinians, and Jorda- 
nians, are all still waiting 
for word of their fate. 

In July 1994 Amnesty 
International submitted a - 
memorandum to the Syrian 
government describing its 
concerns with details of ■ 
more than 1.000 cases of 
individual victims of human 
rights violations, from 
arbitrary anest to indefi- 
nite incommunicado deten- 
tion, unfair trials, "dis- 
appearances" and torture. 
The memorandum also 
made recommendations of 
redress. 

In October of the same 
year, an Amnesty Interna- 
tional delegation visited 
Damascus and held lengthy 
talks with government 
ministers and other high- 
level officials about the 
organisation's concerns. 
These authorities said they 
would study the memoran-i 
dum and respond. 

To date, no response has 
been received by Amnesty 
International. 

Although torture is a 
crime punishable by impris- 
onment in Syria, it remains 


widespread, indicating the 
Syrian government’s failure 
to act and to stop its use. 
And in most cases in which 
political detainees have 
died in custody in recent 
years, torture and ill- 
treatment have allegedly 
been the main or a con- 
tributory factor. 

No deaths in custody are 
known to have been sub- 
jected to any thorough, in- 
dependent and impartial 
investigation, including 
that of Salah Jadid, who 
died suddenly on August 
19, 1993 in Al Mazze prison 
after almost 23 years in 
detention without charge 
or trial. 

Executions after unfair 
trials remain of serious con- 
cern. Hundreds of people 
have been sentenced to 
death over the past two 
decades; most were ex- 
ecuted. Amnesty Interna- 
tional is also concerned ab- 
out the government's ex- 
pansion of the scope of this 
cruel, inhuman ana degrad- 
ing punishment during the 
past two decades. 

The Syrian government 
has taken some positive 
steps in the field of human 
rights In recent years, in- 
cluding the release of 
several thousands of poli- 
tical prisoners, but these 
actions have fallen for short 
of what is required, accord- 
ing to Amnesty Interna- 
tional. 

To redress these gross 
human rights violations, 
Amnesty International 
calls on the Syrian Govern- 
ment now, as a matter of 
urgency, to: 

— Release immediately 
all prisoners of conscience, 
— Review the cases of all 
political prisoners serving 
sentences after unfair 
trials. 

— Clarify the fate of 
“disappeared" prisoners, 

— Set up an independent 
and impartial body to in- 
vestigate all allegations of 
torture, deaths is custody 
and “disappearance," 

— Halt executions and 
abolish the death penalty. 


Iraq and 
Jordan 
discuss 
cooperation 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq 
and Jordan are discussing 
ways to boost cooperation 
in fields of industry and 
energy, the Iraqi news 
agency (INA) reported on 
Monday. 

The agency said Jordan’s 
Energy and Minerals 
Minister Samih Darwazeh 
was in Baghdad to explore 
opportunities to bolster bi- 
lateral ties. 

It said he reviewed with 
Iraq’s Minister of Industry 
and Minerals General Hus- 
sein Kamel Hassan "hori- 
zons of the fruitful coop- 
eration between Iraq and 
Jordan in industrial fields 
and means to boost the 
utilisation of (energy) 
wealth in the two coun- 
tries.” 

The Jordanian minister 
stressed "the importance of 
linking the common in- 
terests of the two countries 
and creating opportunities 
by bilateral cooperation.” 
Jordan is to hold a fair of 
its industrial products in 
Baghdad by the end of 
April and a delegation of 
its businessmen and indus- 
trialists is expected in 
Baghdad soon to follow up 
the implementation of a 
trade agreement signed in 
February. 

Canadians in Baghdad 

Representatives from 
several Canadian com- 
panies are in Baghdad ex- 
ploring business opportuni- 
ties, INA reported. 

The agency identified the 
leader of the Canadian 
team as Lamban Tubin, 
but gave no dues as to who 
he was or which Canadian 
companies were repre- 
sented. 

It said he met Monday 
with Minister of Trans- 
portation Ahmad Murtadu 
Ahmad and discussed 
“prospects for cooperation 
between Iraq and the 
Canadian companies in the 
field Of transportation.” 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Voter reg- 
istration for the July 11 
munidpal elections begins 
today amid high expecta- 
tions, little visible prepara- 
tions and some grievances 
by political parties. 

This is the first time in 
the history of the Kingdom 
that munidpal elections for 
all coundls will be held on 
the same day. The elections 
will indude 259 coundls in- 
cluding Amman. 

Opposition parties which 
failed to block a related law 
in Parliament say they feel 
bitter that half of the 40 
Amman munidpal counril 
members and the mayor are 
appointed by the govern- 
ment. 

“We are fully confident 
that the Jordanians can 
make up their mind on who 
is qualified for the post,” 
said Hamzeh Mansour, 
spokesperson of the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) party. 
“But this appointment pro- 
cess (of Amman mayor) is 
and aggression on democra- 
cy. We hope we will have a 
better parliament in the fu- 
ture that will be capable of 
taking the democratic deri- 
sion regarding this law.” 

Leaders of political par- 


ties said they had not made 
spedal preparations for the 
elections, but antidpated 
• dose coordination shortly 
before the elections. 

“There will certainly be 
coordination and alliances 
with any party with which 
we share some common 
grounds,” said Mr. Man- 
sour, whose party domin- 
ated the Zarka munidpal 
counril until it was dis- 
■ solved last summer. 

He said the front would 
support independent candi- 
dates and might field or 
support women candidates 
if it finds the right people 
for the job. 

Tayseer Zibri, secretary- 
general of the Jordan Peo- 
ples Democratic Party, also 
said his party would partici- 
pate in the elections and 
enter alliances with other 
parties. 

“We cannot field candi- 
dates in 259 coundls, but 
we will certainly reach 
agreements with opposition 
parties in certain areas," 
Mr. Zibri said. 

Ya'coub Zayadin, 
secretary-general of the 
Jordanian Communist Par- 
ty, stressed the importance 
of the elections and said the 
party would exert all efforts 
to achieve good results. 

Mr. Zayadin also voiced 
dismay over the structure of 


registration 


the Greater Amman coun- 
cil elections but said the 
party would nevertheless 
participate effectively in the 
July elections. 

Assistant Secretary 
General of Al Ahd Party 
Rasmi Hamzeh said the 
party will have a very strong 
and effective participation 
in the elections “through its 
proper channels. “ 

Candidate 
will begin in early July. Any 
Jordanian above 25 years 
old, who does not have a 
criminal record and has 
paid full taxes, is eligible to 
run in the elections. The 
voting age is 19 and above. 
Voter registration will end 
on May 15. . . 

The elections will be for 
seven counril members in 
eluding a mayor, except for 
the Greater Amman area. 

The registration author- 
ities will place a special 
stamp in the family hook to 
prevent any one from vot- 
ing more than once, accord- 
ing to Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Nader 
Thuheirat. 

In a statement carried by 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, Mr. Thuheirat said 
the ministry had prepared a 
special section to answer 
citizens' queries. 


Investigations continue into 
Jordan University brawl 


By Rana Hnsseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Investigations 
into last week's student 
clashes at the University of 
Jordan continued Monday 
and a three-man- 
committee appointed by 
the university administra- 
tion questioned students in 
connection with the brawl, 
which left more than 20 
people injured, university 
officials said. 

The clashes, which in- 
volved more than 100 peo- 
ple, halted classes and 
caused damages to uni- 
versity facilities. 

According to Moham- 
mad Khreisat, the dean of 
students at the university, 
investigations indicated 
that the cause of the brawl 
was an argument between a 
group of students were sit- 
ting on the steps of the 
deansbip office on Monday 
and another student who 
wanted to pass through the 
area they were sitting. 

(Initial reports said that a 
student from Salt allegedly 
harassed a Circassian 
female on Monday which 

S urred the fight between 
rcassian students and stu- 
dents from Salt on Wednes- 
day.) 

"The student prevented 
him from passing and they 
started arguing about the 
matter then the two parties 
agreed to meet off campus 
to settle the matter,” Dr. 
Khreisat said. 

He added that when the 
student went to meet the 


students who were sitting 
on the stairs he was attack- 
ed by four students who 
severely beat him up. 

The students was treated 
at the university clinic. Dr. 
Khreisat said, and “he 
came to my office and com- 
plained about the attack.” 

“I asked the student to 
write down the names of 
the students who attacked 
him, but he said he did not 
know who they were and 
he left my office,” Dr. 
Khreisat told the Jordan 
Times. 

Although the dean would 
not identify the student 
who was beaten up, stu- 
dents at the university told 
the Jordan Times that the 
student was from Salt while 
the attackers were of Cir- 
cassian origin. 

Dr. Khreisat said that 
investigations indicated 
that the fight that occurred 
on Wednesday was not 
planned. 

He also- denied allega- 
tions that a bus from one of 
the clubs in the Kingdom 
entered the university pre- 
mises and dropped people 
to participate in the fight. 

According to Dr. 
Khreisat, the university 
administration will take 
stringent measures against 
any student if investiga- 
tions prove that he/she was 
part of or had instigated the 
fight. 

He said the measures 
would range from, issuing 
warnings to expulsion of 
students and it might lead 
to criminal cases, “depend- 


ing on the results of the 
investigations.” 

In the meantime, in- 
formed sources said cam- 
pus security guards 
apprehended a student who 
was attempting to smuggle 
knives and an axe in an 
envelope on Monday. The 
sources said that the stu- 
dent did not belong to 
either of the parties in- 
volved in Wednesday’s 
clashes. 

Salt residents said that 
students have been demon- 
strating in the town since 
Wednesday's clashes de- 
manding that officials to 
take action against those 
who beat up Salt students 
in the brawl. 

According to residents, 
officials in Salt met Mon- 
day to set a final draft 
concerning the demands to 
be presented in a statement 
“so that their honour will 
be restored.” 

According to one of the 
participants in the meeting, 
the list includes a call for 
the government to speed 
up the investigation pro- 
cess. 

It also calls for the res- 
ignation of some govern- 
ment officials “if investiga- 
tions prove that some top 
officials have participated 
in one way or another in 
the fight.” 

Salt residents told the 
Jordan Times that another 
demand an end to tight 
security measures — in- 
cluding a police cordon of 
the town — in place since 
Wednesday’s clash. 


Passengers watch 

jumbo lose wing 
flap in mid-air 




LONDON (R) — Passenger. , 
on a Jumbo Jet watched pan 
of the aircraft’s wing tear ofl ' 
as they came in to land at 2 
British airport, just hours af- 
ter one man warned of the"?’ 
impending disaster, a ne»s- : ** 3? 
paper said Monday. The winj"’ - 
flap on the Garuda Indonesia ■ 
airplane carrying 400 passen- 
gers smashed into the rear 
fuselage before falling SO0 
feet (152 metres) to the 
ground in Surrey, southern .! 

England, .narrowly missing 
houses and farm bufldings. 

“Two hours previously, pas- ' 
sengers had warned the crew - - 

of flight G A 976 from Jakarta • 

that the 20 feet by four feet • 

(six metre by one metre) 
section of flap was loose as 
the aircraft took o £f from ' 

Zurich," the Times said. The 
pilot had no indication of the ' 
seriousness of the problem 
because the flap was res- 
tracted after take-off and was 
not extended until just befor.^ 
the plane was due to land at ' 

London’s Gatwick Airport. 

Economics student Andrew 
Hendry, 20, said passengers 
could clearly see the wing - . ;iJ - » 

: flapping around before the . 

plane took off for Gatwick. -■;-=! “■’IC’-fo 
“One man — I think he had 
some aeronautical knowledge 
— even drew a picture oF : 
exactly where it was and gave - 
it to a member of the crew,” 
he told the newspaper. The - 
aircraft landed safely after - ; 
the pilot managed to stabilise •_ 
the plane. Garuda refused to ... . 
comment until receiving a de- - . 
tailed report about the inci- 
dent from the Civil Aviation 
Authority. 

Sioux delegation 
in Scotland to 
reclaim Wounded ~ 

Knee shirt 

GLASGOW, Scotland (AP) 

— Talks on the fate of a 
sacred warrior shirt removed 
from a dead Sioux at the 
Battle of Wounded Knee be- 
gan. The shirt, known as t 
ghost shirt and believed to 
have mystical protective pow- 
ers, was brought to Glasgow, 

Scotland in 1891 by Buffalo 
Bill Cody's Traveling Road 
Show. It has been on display 
in various Glasgow Museums 
since 1892. The cotton shirt 
had been removed from a 
dead ghost dance warrior, at 
the South Dakota battle the 
year before, in which the 
U.S. cavalry massacred at 
least 144 Dakota Sioux. The 
Wounded Knee Survivors 
Association — now repre- 
senting the descendants of 
the battle — heard of the 
shirt's existence two years 
ago, a delegation arrived 
over the weekend to negotif 
ate its return. There are other 
ghost shirts in existence, but 
the Glasgow shirt is reputedly 
the only one removed from 
Wounded Knee. “This is goof 
to be a a tough one,” said 
Mark O’Neill, the senior his- 
tory curator for Glasgow 
Museums. He said that be 
was seeking a way to return .; 
the shirt without setting a 
precedent that would plane < • 

other museum arti Beats in - 
jeopardy. “We have to make “• ... 
sure that this is a unique case* 
or that it is different from •" 
more generalised claims," tie - . 
said. 

'White pollution’ > y 
swamps Shanghai; > 

SHANGHAI (R) — A' 
mountain of disposable plas- " " 

Hr* fArwl Ivtwor I - — 
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-ciaiist 


s exij< 
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tic food boxes, packing 
and agricultural sheets are : . . 
dumped in Shanghai every 
year, swamping the city W 
“white pollution”, the Li^ 
beration Daily said Monday 
About two million white food’’ V ! fl q* 
boxes are dropped around. 5 9 fg 
railway stations and res- j 
taurants each year, along 1>... 
with more than 10,000 tonne* ; ; " ... ^ 
of plastic cases and sheets, it . 
said. All are made from by?" •. ... 

products of petrochemicals*' 


G 

w 

\ * *i 
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years, it said. “Just a 1 

years ago, these plastic pro\" -hr. ' • 

ducts were called a 


a "***".!, . — 

revolution’ but the waste :r 

become a serious polfatiop/L" >- .• c- 
after accumulating for year* ■; <’■' j-S.; ‘r 
The ‘white pollution’ 
spreading more and " 

quickly.” it said. “Chinese O- ; -c 
increasingly do not like pUs*'"^ ' ■:}■ 

tie nackina nf fiwl DevelOP’IvV ■ 


ing out ‘white pollution’ 
become an urgent task 
Ministry of T v 
search Centre 
vented a new type — 
food box made of paper palp 
fibre. 


tic packing of food. DevdqiKvV ft:- ft -- ; 
ing new containers and 
ino ftiit svhite pollution’ 
n urgent task.” 
of Railways - 

;ntre recently 
new type of 

' ' .? 
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